City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of March 2, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at
12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker. Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick
Hendrickson, Robin Dingmann, Mike

Doering,

Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in

and

attendance.

1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the February 16, 2021 Council Meeting to order at 5: 03 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the February 16, 2021 City Council and Executive Session meetings were
Dingmann / Olmscheid motioned to approve the minutes.

reviewed.

Members

present voted

in favor of the

motion.

All Council

Council Member Doering was absent.

The motion carried.
4.

Hendrickson /
2021.

Doering
5.

Dingmann motioned to approve the agenda as presented for February 16,

All Council Members
was absent.

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

Council Member

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited Sherburne

County

Larson, to the podium to

the Sherburne

Health & Human Services Director, Amanda

County COVID- 19 update. Ms. Larson
shared information from the Sherburne County COVID dashboard and explained some of
the information that could be found. She discussed who was getting vaccinated, how
present

the Minnesota Department of Health ( MDH) was the decision maker for who could
receive

the vaccination, and statistics

explained

how to

get signed

COVID- 19 Hotline.

on vaccines

distributed in Sherburne County. She

up for the waiting list. She also gave information for the

Council Member Doering arrived during this presentation.

Next, Mayor Bertram invited Jeannette Burkhardt to the podium to give the Great River

Regional Library ( GRRL) annual report. The library was only able to host 17 in- person
251 participants before having to close in March due to COVID- 19. The
library was on of five libraries that piloted curbside pickup starting in April. With the
flexibility of the Community Center staff, the library was able to open for four hours, two
events with

days

a week

to

allow

for

patrons

to

pick

up

requested

items

at

the

curb.

In June, the

library started to allow library users into the buildings to pick up requested items,
browse, use the computers and print, with restrictions of mask requirements, time, and
capacity limitations.

The library adapted to changing guidelines to provide the best
service possible, including modifying programs like the Summer Reading Program, Take
Make Craft Kits, Story Strolls, and Back to School Bingo. In September, they started
Patron Appreciation Fridays which included a package of microwave popcorn when a
DVD

was checked out on a

on a

Take & Make Craft Kit.

digital

platform,

2020.

Overall, total circulation was 40, 994 ( down 15, 674 items from 2019 or 27. 7

percent).

Overdrive,

Friday. They collaborated with the Food Shelf in November
The digital library had its highest circulation since their
was introduced. They added the streaming service Hoopla in

Library users continued to average six items per checkout session, and
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108. 35

was waived

through the Read Down Your Fines.

Staff had received many

comments from library users, thanking them for being open and providing something for
the kids that did not involve electronic devices.

She thanked the City of Becker and
Community Center staff for realizing the part the library and its services play in the
health and well- being of the community, therefore, allowing the library to open, and
in

remain open,

a

very difficult

Ms. Burkhardt also invited anyone to come

environment.

Grill on March 21st for a fundraiser for the library in which ten
percent of the restaurant's proceeds would go to the library.
out

to Pebble Creek Bar &

Mayor Bertram asked if there were any other guests that wanted to speak during the
Open Forum with no response.
6.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Budget & Finance Committee

met on

February 18th and went over the financials

for January, briefly discussed an assessment policy that they did not find much
support for, the unemployment update was not in yet, accounts receivables were

They

good.

would receive

the

audit presentation at

the April

21St

meeting.

Liberty Paper, Inc. ( LPI) Advisory Board met on February 17th and were updated
on some of LPI' s capital projects, the City gave an update on planned road
projects that may impact LPI and discussed the proposed increased into the
water facility. City staff and LPI would be sitting down to discuss that in the near
future.

LPI also offered a tour of its facilities at a future date.
22nd

and discussed a $ 4, 000 donation
February
from the Eddy Foundation, the new truck and anticipated delivery, and the
purchase of the new tools. They were not going to purchase the hydraulic tools
and instead opted for battery tools due to safety reasons.

Joint Powers Fire Board

Planning

Commission

met on

met on

February 22nd and discussed the Housing Request

for Proposal ( RFP), finance goals and actions section of the Comprehensive Plan,
and were updated on the Comprehensive Plan.

February 23rd and discussed financials, which revenues
were down in part because the restaurant was closed 11 days in January. They
also discussed preliminary plans for the potential build out to house the golf
simulators, food issues, the upcoming open house, and donation collaboration
with the library.
Golf Committee

Joint

Planning

met on

Board

met on

February 22nd and amended two previously

approved resolutions due to incorrect parcel numbers and approved a conditional

use permit for Bridgeview Park to put in a new disabilities compliant trail.
7.

Mayor Bertram opened the public hearing at 5: 39 p. m. for the proposal to adopt a fiveyear street reconstruction plan and

Street Reconstruction Bonds.
and

invited Jessica Green,

the intent to issue $ 8, 600, 000 in General Obligation

Finance Director, Connie Robinson gave an introduction

with

Northland Securities, to

present

the

proposal.

Ms. Green

explained that historically, the City had used cash for such projects, but due to the
number and scope of the projects, it was necessary to issue bonds. She briefly went
over the statutory authority and requirements, debt limits and proposed street
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The street projects proposed in the five- year plan

reconstruction and cost estimate.
were estimated at $

8, 600, 000.
referendum.

13, 057, 600 and the City would look to borrow no more than

She noted that the issuance of the Bonds is subject to a reverse

An election was required if voters equal to 5. 0 percent of the votes cast in

the last municipal general election file a petition with the City Clerk within 30 days of the
public hearing.
After that 30- day period, if no election were required, staff would bring
the bond sale back to Council

at

the April

6th

meeting.

Mayor Bertram asked if anyone wished to comment during the public hearing with no
response.
Doering / Hendrickson motioned to close the public hearing. All Council
Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried and the public

5: 49 p. m.

Dingmann / Olmscheid motioned to approve Resolution
hearing was closed at
21- 13, a resolution adopting a street reconstruction plan and approving the issuance of

bonds. All Council Members present voted in

general obligation street reconstruction

favor
8.

of

the

motion.

Community Development Director, Marie Pflipsen, presented a request to send out the
RFP for residential development on City- owned property. Staff had been working on the
RFP for residential development on 10- acres of city-owned property adjacent to the
Becker Community Center ( BCC) and Pebble Creek Golf Club ( PCGC). She highlighted
the goal was to create a development for residential units that was complimentary to
the amenities that were already in place ( golf course and BCC). It was hoped to help
spur investment and increase inventory for market rate rentals, single family,
townhome, twin- home and multi- family units. The tentative date for Council to consider
a selected developer following proposals submitted was June 1, 2021.
She noted there
was a minor edit to the RFP relating to water main language ( technical engineering).
Hendrickson / Doering motioned to approve the request to send out the RFP for a highdensity residential development for the City- owned parcel along Sherburne Avenue. All
Council Members

9.

The motion carried.

present voted

in favor

of

the motion.

The motion carried.

Community Development Director, Marie Pflipsen, presented an engagement letter for
professional services agreement with Flaherty & Hood for assistances with the proposed
large scale solar projects in the surrounding area. As had been discussed, the City had
looked for assistance to work through the issues surrounding locating large scale solar
projects adjacent

to the Becker Business Park.

Issues included the Becker Business Park

becoming land locked between two solar projects and stranding of assets including
The City would like to provide input on locating solar projects and the
possibility of the City intervening in the locating of these projects. Expenses for this
would be taken from the Future Improvements fund. Hendrickson / Doering motioned
to approve the Professional Services Agreement with Flaherty & Hood. All Council
water and sewer.

Members present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

10. Community Development Director, Marie Pflipsen, presented a license agreement with
Northern States Power Company ( NSP) for Snuffy' s Landing. The City had a lease
agreement in place with NSP since May of 1992. Since the City was collaborating with
the Becker Lions and the City desired to improve the park and add some amenities, it
was necessary to seek approval from NSP. NSP proposed adding a license agreement to
reflect

the

changes and place them

in

conjunction with

the lease. This would allow the
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City to proceed with any park upgrades or improvements without having to go back to
NSP every time. Anything done in the park outside of the agreement would still be
brought back to NSP

This would keep the City in a favorable
position to make improvements and keep Snuffy's Landing as a key part to the City's
overall parks plan.
with

prior

to commencing.

Dingmann / Olmscheid motioned to approve the license agreement

Snuffy' s Landing. All Council Members present voted in favor of the

NSP for

The motion carried.

motion.

11. Mayor Bertram presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of the following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for Becker Community Center and Pebble Creek
Golf Club.
Resolution 20- 12 — Donation Acceptance from the Becker Lions for $3, 000 for

park shelter at Snuffy's Landing.
Minnesota Department of Public Safety Driver and Vehicle Services Records
Access Agreement.
Gallagher Benefits Portal User Agreement.

Memorandum of Agreement Addendum to Contract to provide fire protection

services between the City of Becker, Town of Becker, and Becker Fire
Department Joint Powers Board.

2021- 2022 Workers' Compensation Insurance Renewal in the amount of
100, 778.

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as presented.
All Council Members present

12. Dingmann /
and

voted

in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

Hendrickson motioned to pay the bills including checks 5573 through 5700

102361 through 102459.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

13. Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries for the month of March:

Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk, 2 years
Marie Pflipsen, Community Development Director, 5 years
14. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

15. Hendrickson /

Meeting

at

Olmscheid motioned to adjourn the March 2, 2021 Regular City Council

5: 56 p. m.

All Council Members

present voted

motion carried.

an
an-

‘

Cak-C__)

Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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in favor

of

the

motion.

The

