City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of April 6, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 12060
Sherburne Avenue, Becker. Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick Hendrickson,
Robin Dingmann,

and

Mike

Doering. Council

Member

Becky

Olmscheid

was absent.

Guests

were in attendance.
1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the April 6, 2021 City Council Meeting to order at 5: 00 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the March 16, 2021 City Council and Executive Session Meetings and the
March 17, 2021 Becker City Council / Becker Township Board Joint Workshop were
Dingmann / Hendrickson

reviewed.

Members
4.

present voted

Hendrickson /

in favor

5.

to approve the

motioned

the

motion.

minutes.

All Council

The motion carried.

Dingmann motioned to add Targeted Picketing in Residential

Neighborhood Ordinance to the
the

of

All Council Members present voted in favor of

agenda.

The motion carried.

motion.

Hendrickson / Dingmann motioned to approve the amended agenda as presented for
April 6, 2021.

All Council Members present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

carried.

6.

Mayor Bertram invited Chief of Police, Brent Baloun, to present the annual Police Report
to Council.

He

commented about

2020

being

a year

like

no other.

From the response

to a large industrial fire in February, to the state of the COVID Pandemic in March, to
the civil unrest in May, to a large political rally held in Becker in October, things had
been very busy for the Police Department. In 2020, the Police Department saw a
decrease in the number of calls for service. Much of this could be attributed to several

factors, the

main

issue

being

The response to public calls for service

the pandemic.

were tailored to continue to provide the best possible service to the citizens yet provide
the services as safely and as effectively as possible.
At the

2020, there

10

filling the 13 authorized positions. He
noted that the part-time officers only cover for full- time staff, no extra shifts are allotted
end of

to them.
were

The department

were

came

approximately $ 10, 000

staff members

in approximately $ 30, 000 under budget. Revenues
The department received $ 6, 513. 67 in

above projected.

grant funds for participation in the Toward Zero Deaths ( TZD) program.
Overall,

calls

for

service were about

and weekends were still
serious crimes, were

20

percent

the busiest times for

down.

lower than

calls.

previous years.

Evenings

Part I offenses, considered the most

Part II offenses were up with a noted increase in the

family/ children classification.
Chief Baloun noted the Reserve Officer Program and their hard work with various needs
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He recognized three reserve officers who had
received Presidential Service Awards for the number of hours volunteered to the Police
Department in 2020: Lt. Jenna Voigt and Sgt. Zach Cargill received Gold Awards and

and projects

throughout the

year.

Reserve Officer Tristan Mello received a Bronze Award.

Mayor Bertram invited other guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

7.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Personnel Committee met and discussed a couple items that were on the
Consent Agenda.

Budget and Finance Committee met and discussed the financials through

February, investment policy which was on the Consent Agenda, utility rate study,
and unemployment. The next meeting would have a review of the recently
completed audit.

Golf Committee met and reviewed financials, which looked good, cart pass and

ponds project, and the deck sunshades.

Planning Commission met and held public hearings for Foss Estates and KC
Danes home occupation, both of which were on the agenda. They also called for
three more public hearings to be held at the next meeting: 1) home occupation
ordinance; 2) T-Town accessory structure; and 3) a land use permit for the
storage container at the Becker Athletic Complex.
8.

City Planner, Jacob Sanders, presented the preliminary and final plats for Foss Estates
for approval. He noted the City had received an application for a preliminary and final
plat

from

Doug

Foss.

Foss Estates was a two- lot plat which would maintain an existing

family residence on the other. Lot 1,
Block 1 of the proposed plat contained an existing single- family home which was
currently being renovated. Lot 2, Block 1 used to contain a foundation of a previous
building which had now been removed and graded over. A new single- family home was
house

on one

anticipated

property

to be

and make room

constructed on

the

for

a single-

southern

lot

of

that plat.

As there were no current

stubs for Lot 2, Block 1, infrastructure to connect to the City water and sewer system
was required. A condition of the plat was that the developer, Doug Foss, must sign a
developer's agreement. The agreement would contain language detailing the securities
the developer must place with the City and the approvals needed to ensure required
connections were constructed properly. As of this meeting, staff had not heard anything
from Doug Foss related to any concerns with the draft developer' s agreement. Planning
Commission held a Public Hearing on March 25, 2021 and recommended approval of the
preliminary and final plats. Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 2122,

approving the preliminary
in favor of the motion. The

a resolution

plat

for Foss Estates.

All Council Members

Doering / Dingmann
motioned to approve Resolution 21- 23, a resolution approving the final plat for Foss
present voted

Estates. All Council Members

9.

motion carried.

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

City Planner, Jacob Sanders, presented Resolution 21- 24 to deny a conditional use
permit ( CUP) for KC Danes home occupation. The City had received an application for a
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CUP for

parcel number

60- 433- 0154 from the property

owners.

The CUP was for a

proposed breeding/ kennel home occupation to be located in an existing residence on
property. The 0. 35- acre lot in question was located at 11525 Parkview Drive SE
currently had a single- family home. The property was in the Single- Family
Residential Zoning District ( R- 1). Pursuant to Chapter 11, section 11. 32, Subdivision 3,

said

and

a CUP application was required for home occupations in the R- 1 Zoning District. The
City received several written public comments regarding the proposed home occupation.
A Public Hearing was held during the Planning Commission meeting on March 25, 2021.
The Planning Commission recommended denial of the CUP for a breeding/ kennel home
for the

following reason. City Code allowed for a maximum number of three
3) dogs on a property in the R- 1 Zoning District. The proposed home occupation

occupation

included seven ( 7) adult dogs, four ( 4) of which were proposed to be used in the

breeding

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 24, a
for a dog breeding / kennel home
denying

program.

a conditional use permit

resolution

occupation at the property located at 11525 Parkview Drive SE and legally described as
Lot 27, Block 1, Pebble Creek West Third Addition, Becker, Sherburne County,
Minnesota.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

motion.

The motion

carried.

10. Recreation and Leisure Assistant Director, Josh Kuha, presented a request for the

addition of a Splash Pad to be located on the Becker Community Center ( BCC) grounds.
He

that

noted

a splash pad was

Facilities Master Plan

identified

by community

as a

top priority

members.

in the 2019 Parks & Athletic

He presented a PowerPoint presentation

outlining the reasons for installing a splash pad, key considerations, and
recommendation.

Staff had identified the greenspace on the west side of the BCC as

the ideal location for

It would compliment the multi- generational

a new splash pad.

usage of the facility, as well as provide an exciting attraction to a phased design of that
Additional phases not directly related to the splash pad included the addition of

space.

pickleball courts, full- time basketball, pathways/ landscaping, and additional parking.
After much research, staff decided on the pass- through system in lieu of a recirculation
it

the

City

to stay

budget.

Utilizing incoming fresh
water from existing City infrastructure also had the benefits of lower liability and
system as

allowed

reducing permitting, labor,

within a palatable

Ongoing maintenance of the
recommended splash pad would have very little impact on Parks operating budgets for
the next 15 to 25 years. As the system had no mechanical equipment, it would only
require additional minor parts related to common irrigation equipment. In selecting the
company to partner with on this project, the criteria included play value within the
budget, timeline for completion, and positive work history with other communities. After
engaging three groups and four designs, staff recommended contracting with
and

maintenance.

ongoing

Commercial Recreation Specialists.
This had been discussed
recommended

at

length

moving forward

with

with

the Parks & Recreation Commission, who

the

proposed splash pad.

The total cost of the

splash pad, including connecting the water, power, and stormwater hookups was not to
exceed $

174, 500. The 2021 Parks & Recreation Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP)

included $ 150, 000 for

a new splash pad.

There

was also $

72, 000 in the CIP that had

been designated and carried over for use on top priorities from the master plan.
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Mayor Bertram noted she liked the project and thought it would be great for the

community, but she had concerns with spending that much money on a new amenity for
the

City

and whether now was

the

right

time to do

so.

There was discussion related to

the possibility of fundraising, sponsorships, etc. that could potentially help to offset the
cost.

After further discussion,

Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution 21-

25, a resolution allowing the City to contract with Commercial Recreation Specialists for
BCC.

a new splash pad at

in favor

the

of

Council Members Doering, Dingmann, and Hendrickson voted

Mayor Bertram voted

motion.

against

the

The motion carried.

motion.

11. Chief of Police, Brent Baloun, presented an ordinance to address targeted picketing in
residential neighborhoods. He noted that last summer during a period of civil unrest, a
group of people decided to picket and target a specific residence in the City of Hugo.

This particular incident was widely covered in the media and brought to light the issue
of picketing within neighborhoods, and the disruption and safety issues that came with it
to the entire

neighborhood.

Chief Baloun was requesting an ordinance similar to what

other communities have now drafted to ensure that neighborhoods remain safe, and the
disruptions

are moved somewhere else.

He stressed that this was not saying that

people cannot picket and demonstrate their beliefs as allowed under the constitution,
rather this just recognized that in front of a person' s house or in the neighborhood
created an atmosphere

that was

was not allowed on

picketing

accomplish

their

Committee

and

goal

in

not conducive

to public safety.

It was clarified that

the street anyway. There were other ways for people to

This had been discussed in Police Management

other places.

Hendrickson / Dingmann motioned to approve

Executive Session.

Ordinance 231, 2nd Series adding Section 10. 48, Targeted Picketing in Residential
Neighborhoods.
carried.

Hendrickson /

Summary
motion.

All Council Members

for

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

Doering motioned to approve Ordinance 231, 2nd Series
All Council Members present voted in favor of the

publication purposes.

The motion carried.

12. City Planner, Mary Roe, presented a request for a partial release for Stolt Landholdings
Addition Developer' s Agreement.

She noted that at the November 6, 2019 City Council

meeting, Council had approved the preliminary and final plat applications for the plat of
Stolt Landholdings Addition located on parcels 60- 131- 3000, 60- 131- 4310, and 60- 0062100.

The final plat approval included a development agreement between the City of
Trucking, Inc. The final plat resulted in three ( 3) parcels. Stolt

Becker and Stolt

Trucking purchased one of the three parcels to develop a second location within the
Becker Business Park. The other two lots remained under ownership of Northern States
Power Co.

All three

properties were

included in the development

agreement.

Staff had

prepared a partial release of the development agreement for the two lots retained by
Northern States Power Co. as these lots were not included in the trucking business and
were considered to have satisfied their respective obligation of the development
agreement.

Dingmann / Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 20, a

resolution authorizing the Mayor and/ or the City Administrator and/ or City Clerk to sign
a partial release of
present voted

development

in favor

of

the

agreement

motion.

for Stolt

Trucking, Inc. All Council Members

The motion carried.
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13. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented a request to establish a new bank account

for the Becker Business Park Infrastructure Project and transfer dedicated matching
funds.

The Minnesota State Legislature passed the Bonding Bill during the 5th Special

Session,

which

included $ 20. 5 million towards the Becker Business Park infrastructure

project. The state required a bank account with the dedicated matching funds to be set
up for the infrastructure project. The matching funds totaled $ 786, 100. These funds
would come from the Future Improvements funds. Hendrickson / Dingmann motioned

to approve Resolution 21- 19, a resolution authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to create a
new bank account for the Becker Business Park public infrastructure project and to
transfer dedicated matching funds.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

The motion carried.

motion.

14. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented a resolution providing for the competitive
negotiated sale of $8, 600, 000 in General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds, Series
2021A.

On March 2, 2021, there was a Public Hearing to discuss plans to adopt a street

reconstruction plan and the authorization for the issuance of street reconstruction
bonds. This also started a 30- day referendum period that ended on April 1, 2021.
comments were received.
a

detailed

overview of

No

Ms. Robinson had provided the Finance Plan which contained

the bond issue

the set

During the month of
April, there would be work done by staff, Northland Securities, and the bond council on
a rating call, receipt of rating, and an
awarding resolution. The bond sale would be May
4, 2021 at 10 a. m. On that date, the City would have the Bond Purchase Contract
signing and the awarding resolution at the City Council meeting that evening. The new
debt service levy after the issuance of the $ 8. 6 million bond would be $ 979, 900, which
represented a minimal difference in the overall debt levy from year to year.
Hendrickson /

and

sale resolution.

Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution 21- 21, a resolution providing

for the competitive negotiated sale of $8, 600, 000 General Obligation Street
Reconstruction Bonds, Series 2021A.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

The motion carried.

motion.

15. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented a request to enter into a Municipal

Advisory Service Agreement with Northland Securities, Inc. Northland Securities had
been assisting the City with the Streets Reconstruction Plan and the issuance of General
Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds. This agreement would authorize Northland

Securities to
planning

act as

and

Municipal Advisor to the

development, bond

City

for the issue. These services included

sale, and post- sale support.

Hendrickson / Dingmann

motioned to enter into an agreement with Northland Securities for municipal advisory
services.

All Council Members

in favor of the

present voted

motion.

The motion carried.

16. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of
the following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for Becker Police Department, Public Works,

Pebble Creek Golf Club, and Becker Community Center
City Driving Policy Update
Leave Policy Update
Investment Policy Review and Update
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Hendrickson /

Doering motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as presented.

All Council Members

17. Dingmann /
and

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Hendrickson motioned to pay the bills including checks 5829 through 5999

102549 through 102670.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

18. Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries for the month of April:
Connie Robinson, Finance Director, 7 years

Cindy Kazeck, BCC Administrative Support Specialist, 27 years
Paul Hickerson, Police Officer, 6 years

Al Foss, Streets and Parks Operations Lead, 25 years

19. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

20.

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to adjourn the April 6, 2021 Regular City Council
Meeting at 6: 26 p. m. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. The
motion carried.

14,11A.n

I

Vv--

Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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