City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of May 17, 2022

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, at
12060 Sherburne
Hendrickson,

Becker.

Avenue,

Robin

Dingmann,

Mike

Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick
Doering, and Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in

attendance.

1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the May 17, 2022, City Council Meeting to order at 5: 01
p. m.

2.

The

Pledge

of Allegiance

was recited.

3.

Minutes from the May 3, 2022 City Council Meeting and Executive Session were
Dingmann

Hendrickson /

reviewed.

to

motioned

the

approve

minutes.

All Council

Members present voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.
4.

Dingmann /
Members

5.

Olmscheid

present

to approve the agenda for

motioned

in favor

voted

of

the

May

17,

2022.

All Council

The motion carried.

motion.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

6.

Council

reviewed

committee

meetings.

Personnel Committee

met and discussed

items that were on the agenda

including job descriptions updates, FLSA status updates, and Chapter 17
personnel policy update.
9th

It was noted
and discussed project and housing updates.
May
that there were only 73 properties available in all of Sherburne County, which
EDA met

on

was quite low.
Public Works
enforcement

met on
which

May

staff

10th and discussed the grass/ weed ordinance

would

2nd

be checking the

Tuesday of every month,

boulevards with rocks which was on the executive session agenda, and how the

Wastewater Treatment Facility ( WWTF) handled LPI coming in off their 10- day
shut down;

staff

did

a

job

well

done.

Staff also did Industrial sewer line jetting

and found a lot of trees on Central Avenue
system.

Fire Board

met

on

May

Lions and discussed
information
Parks

and

with roots overgrown

Staff would review video and determine

five

and

accepted

openings for

June

meetings—

Recreation

16th

7th

5, 000 donation from the Becker

firefighters.

and June

Commission

a$

met

on

into the pipe

a course of action.

11th—

May

They planned to hold two

in an effort to recruit firefighters.
16th

and

discussed

a$

2, 500

donation from Liberty Paper for a new drinking water fountain at the Becker
Athletic Complex ( BAC),

using parkland dedication funds to put up a shade
structure and picnic tables at Carl E Johnson Park, Becker Community Center
BCC) greenspace would have signs installed saying Community Park and
acknowledge all the donors who contributed to the project outside the
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splashpad, Kolbinger parking signage, progress on the recreation room remodel
at BCC, and memberships at BCC, which were higher than before the pandemic.
It was also noted that the bathrooms
7.

and concessions

were open at the BAC.

Mayor Bertram opened a public hearing at 5: 10 p. m. for certification of unpaid charges

for snow removal. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, said the City had invoiced
numerous property owners for work that was completed to clear snow from sidewalks.
As of the meeting, there were 18 property owners that had not paid for the services.
With no comments, Doering / Dingmann motioned to close the public hearing. All
Council

Members

in favor

present voted

of

the motion.

The motion carried and the

public hearing was closed at 5: 11 p. m.
Doering / Olmscheid motioned to approve Resolution 22- 29, a resolution adopting
assessments

sidewalk snow removal.

All Council Members present voted in favor of

The motion carried.

the motion.

8.

for

Finance Director,

Mark

Ebensteiner,

presented

the 2022 first quarter financials.

The

General fund revenues were below budget, which was normal due to the timing of the
first half

of the tax settlement.

The BCC

revenues

had increased $

81, 000 ( 90 percent)

year over year as memberships continued to trend upwards. The golf course revenues

were up $ 84, 000 ( 23 percent) as course user fees, simulator fees and food/ beverage
continued to thrive.
use

resulting in $

beverage
General

He noted that thru mid- April, there was 1, 600 hours of simulator

54, 000 in revenue not to mention a correlating increase in food and

revenues.
fund expenditures

budget.

were lower than budget status at 18. 83 percent of the

BCC expenditures were up six percent from prior year as memberships and

programming continued to recover. Golf expenditures increased $ 135, 000
over year but were lower than budgeted.
It was noted that all expenditure

available
year

budgets had been and would continue to be affected by increased utility ( electric/ gas)
and fuel charges.
The Water/ Domestic
expenditures,
9.

Sewer/

Industrial

which was consistent

Sewer tracked

under budget for revenues

and

with trends in the first quarter of previous years.

Recreation and Leisure Services Assistant Director, Josh Kuha, presented a request to
replace the

Pebble

Creek fire system.

He noted the current equipment was original to

the

building and more than 30 years old. There had been a smoke detector failure and
in the process of trying to get it fixed, staff learned that replacement parts were no
longer available. Furthermore, any available detector would not integrate with the
Pebble Creek fire panel. Staff recommended the fire system be replaced along with the

security system that was closely integrated with the fire system. Staff received two
quotes for the project and recommended engaging Brothers
Fire & Security. Since the

need for replacement was uncovered due to a part failure, it had not been budgeted for.

Staff recommended funding from the Pebble Creek Capital Improvement Fund and the
item

be

placed on the

2023 Capital Plan.

The replacement was discussed at Golf

Committee, Budget and Finance Committee, and at a City Council executive session with
all parties
recommending proceeding with the replacement. Hendrickson /
Doering
motioned to authorize staff to engage Brothers
Fire & Security in the fire system
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in

replacement

favor

of

an

amount

the motion.

not- to- exceed $ 21,

000.

All Council Members present voted in

The motion carried.

10. City Planner, Jacob Sanders, presented a request to accept the Foss Estates public
improvement.

Foss Estates was a two- lot plat that was recorded

in 2021.

A condition

of the development agreement included the completion of infrastructure improvements,
specifically

utility

within the

connections,

City

right- of- way

along

Riley

Avenue.

An as-

built survey showing the improvements was reviewed and approved by the City Engineer
Public Works.

and

house that

was

Reseeding of the boulevard would be done upon completion of the
currently being built. Hendrickson / Doering motioned to approve

Resolution 22- 28, a resolution accepting the public improvements for the plat known as
Foss

Estates.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion

carried.

11. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request to approve a Supplemental
Letter Agreement ( SLA)

with

Short Elliott Hendrickson,

Inc. ( SEH) for construction

services for the 2022 County Road 53 Trunk Sanitary Sewer and Water Main
Improvements.
be

would

The project was part of the state direct appropriation bond and funding
from the

reimbursed

state

bonding

bill.

Hendrickson /

Doering motioned to

approve Resolution 22- 30, a resolution approving a supplemental letter agreement with
SEH for the 2022 County Road 53 Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Improvements ( SPAP
Grant Project # 2)
the motion.

construction

services.

All Council Members present voted in favor of

The motion carried.

12. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request for approval of the plans and
specifications for the 2022 Street Improvement Projects and authorization for staff to go
out

for bid

on

the project.

The projects were all full reclaim and pave.

Also included

was an alternate for the back entrance at the BCC to include parking and a sidewalk.
The project was included in the 2022 Capital Improvement Plan and most of the work
would

be

covered

by

the street improvement

bond

proceeds.

This was discussed by the

Public Works Committee and by City Council at an executive session with the consensus
being to move the project forward. Dingmann / Olmscheid motioned to approve

Resolution 22- 32, a resolution approving plans and specifications and authorizing
advertisement

for bids for the 2022

present

in favor

voted

street

of the motion.

improvement

projects.

All Council

Members

The motion carried.

13. City Administrator, Greg Lerud, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of the
following:

Hiring and Termination Reports for Community Development, Police Department,
Public Works, Becker Community Center, and Pebble Creek Golf Club.

2022- 2027 MnDOT Master Contract for making purchases.
Actuarial Contract with Hilde, Inc. for reviewing health care liabilities.
Job Description Title Updates for the Water/ Wastewater Operations Lead and
Streets and Parks Operations Lead.
Job Description /

FLSA Status Updates for Hospitality and Kitchen Supervisors

and Police Lieutenant.
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Policy

Personnel

Update –

Chapter

Employee Travel, Education and Training

17 –

to include career advancement.

Declaring Property

Surplus— three forfeiture

vehicles—

and Ordering Their

Disposal

Temporary Liquor License Application for the Becker Lions for Freedom Days
Change Order No. 4 for Contract B: New Well House
Partial

Request #

Pay

Municipal

Well

Field –

8 to American Liberty Construction, Inc. for the 2020
Contract B: New Well House in the amount of$ 95, 020. 04,

leaving a balance of $ 270, 399. 05.

Resolution 22- 31 accepting a donation from the Becker Lions for Freedom Days
Fireworks

Doering motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as presented.

Hendrickson /

Members

All Council

14. Dingmann /

present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

carried.

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 11084 through 11284

and 105477

through 105601.

The motion

carried.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

15. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

16.

Doering /

Meeting
motion

Dingmann motioned to adjourn the May 17, 2022, Regular City Council
at

5: 26 p. m.

All Council

Members

present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The

carried.

A5C0

r

qte

Nache, De uty Cl

City of Becker City Council Meeting
May 17, 2022
Page

4 of 4

