City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of June 1, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2021, at 12060
Sherburne Avenue, Becker. Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick Hendrickson,
Robin Dingmann, Mike Doering, and Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in attendance.
1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the June 1, 2021, City Council Meeting to order at 5: 00 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the May 18, 2021 City Council and Executive Session Meetings were
reviewed.

Members

4.

6.

in favor

motioned

to approve the minutes.

of the motion.

All Council

The motion carried.

Hendrickson / Dingmann motioned to approve the agenda as presented for June 1,

2021.
5.

Olmscheid / Dingmann
present voted

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram read the Becker Freedom Days Proclamation.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

7.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Budget and Finance Committee met and went over financials through April,

Becker Community Center ( BCC) memberships, which were rebounding but still
down, golf trends, and fund balance policy.
Police Management Committee met and had a lengthy discussion on hiring and
staffing, the Lieutenant position, allowing recreational vehicles on city streets,
call volume trends, and 2022 budget staff and space needs.

Personnel Committee met and discussed staffing updates, lieutenant job, and the
compensation study.

The Xcel Energy Advisory Board met and had a roundtable of updates from the
County, School District, Xcel, and the City.

Planning Commission met and discussed allowing recreation vehicles on the
roadways and held a public hearing on building height for accessory structures.
Joint Planning Commission met and approved a variance request, approved an
update to the driveway ordinance, and approved an amendment to an ordinance
to correct a directional mistake.
8.

Police Chief, Brent Baloun, presented a request to call for a Public Hearing to make a
change to the City fee schedule in conjunction with a change to City Code Chapter 8
regarding the use of recreational motor vehicles within the City of Becker. State Statute
required a permitting process to allow the use of recreational motor vehicles on the
roadway. The Planning Commission recommended a $ 5. 00 permit fee. The fee would
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need to be added to the current fee schedule, necessitating the need for a public
hearing. Doering / Dingmann motioned to call for a public hearing to be held on
Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at approximately 5: 00 pm to discuss the fee schedule addition
of a permit

the
9.

fee for

motion.

recreational vehicles.

All Council Members present voted in favor of

The motion carried.

City Planner, Jacob Sanders, presented an ordinance amending Chapter 11 of the City
Code relating to accessory

structure

height.

Staff recommended changing the maximum

height of accessory structures in the Single Family Residential Zoning District ( R- 1),
including attached garages, from 17 feet to 20 feet. Additionally, staff recommended
changing the minimum lot width from 100 feet to 80 feet, while leaving the minimum
length the

120 feet.

This would put the City of Becker's buildable area at 9, 600
square feet. The Planning Commission reviewed and approved the change.
Hendrickson / Doering motioned to approve Ordinance 235, 2nd Series, an ordinance
amending Section 11. 32, subdivision 5 of Chapter 11 Land Use Regulation in City Code.
same at

All Council Members
Hendrickson /

present voted

in favor

the

of

motion.

The motion carried.

Doering motioned to approve Ordinance 235, 2nd Series Summary for

publication purposes.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The

motion carried.

10. Recreation and Leisure Assistant Director, Josh Kuha, presented a request for the

addition of two new pickleball courts and a basketball court at the BCC green space.

These were both identified as top priorities in the Parks and Athletic Facilities Master
Plan that the City adopted in 2019. The total cost for the turnkey installation of these
athletic courts was $ 111, 770. 94. However, the City had some wonderful community
partnerships that committed to helping fund the project. To date these included:
Cornerstone Concrete - $ 9, 280

Knife River - $ 7, 500
Becker Youth Basketball Association - $ 7, 300

Becker Lions - $ 5, 000
Total Contributions

so

far - $ 29, 080

The 2021 Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP) included $ 42, 500 for

pickleball courts.

There

72, 500 carryover from 2020 in the CIP that staff proposed using part of to
Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution 21- 46, a
resolution allowing the City to build new pickleball and basketball courts at the Becker
Community Center greenspace. All Council Members present voted in favor of the
was also $

fund the

motion.

project.

The motion carried.

11. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request to accept plans for the
Pebble Creek

simulator room and

authorizing

staff

to

go out

for bid. This was the next

determining whether it was viable to build the simulator room. This would also
include a bid for bringing the parking lot into ADA compliance. This was reviewed and
supported by the Golf Committee and at the last Executive Session it was decided to
take this next step. There was discussion about the bidding process and if there would
step in

be one bid for all work or two bids, one for each component-simulator room and ADA
compliance piece.

Dingmann / Hendrickson motioned to accept the plans and

specifications for the buildout at Pebble Creek and authorize staff to go out for bid on

City of Becker City Council Meeting
June 1, 2021
Page 2

of

5

the project using Mahler and Associates.
the motion. The motion carried.

All Council Members present voted in favor of

12. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented the 2020 new municipal wellfield —
Contract B: New Well House.
2020

bids

He reminded Council that this project went for bid in June

July 14, 2020. Because this project was included in
the State Bonding Award, the City had to delay awarding the contract until the grant
of

and the

were opened

agreements were completed with Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development ( DEED).

Now that the agreements were in place, staff wanted to move

the project forward by awarding the bid.
The engineering

estimate for the project was $ 1, 231, 716. Five contractors had bid on
bids ranging from $ 1, 210, 850. 60 to $ 1, 510, 003. 00 with American
Construction being the low bid. Staff decided to reject Alternative A, as the City

the project

Liberty

with

wanted pavement at the site and not class five and recommended accepting Alternatives
B and C adding security surveillance and

card- controlled gate access

to the

site.

Since

the bids were opened last year, there had been material price changes as verified by
engineering. The

to the overall price

change

was reflected

in Change Order # 1 for

Contract B in the amount of $92, 280. 25 bringing the total award with Alternatives to
1, 336, 022. 80.

American Liberty Construction had stayed in communication with the City throughout
the wait as they wanted to do the work. Staff felt that awarding the bid was in the best
interest of the project, as rejecting the bids and going back out for bid could jeopardize
the project for this

year and could open even

bigger increases in

overall cost.

Staff's

recommendation was to award Contract B to American Liberty Construction, accepting
with Alternatives B and C and Change Order # 1.
Doering /

the base bid along

Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 45, a resolution awarding Contract B for
the 2020 new municipal wellfield: new

Members

present voted

well

in favor of the

house

motion.

and change order #

1.

All Council

The motion carried.

13. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a supplemental letter agreement ( SLA)

for the 2021 County Road 53 Trunk Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Improvements
SPAP Grant Project # 2).

had been
for
to

project #

Energy

As part of the Business Park expansion, the overall project

into four

Staff was looking to start the design work
2, trunk sanitary sewer and water main along County Road 53 connecting

placed

Drive.

Since this scope of work was outside of the master agreement for

professional services with
capture

the

the

funding

separate projects.

Short Elliott Hendrickson ( SEH), an SLA was needed to

work and cost.
would

be

The project was part of the direct appropriation bond, and

reimbursed

and expenses was $ 319, 000.

from the

state

bonding

bill. The cost for design work

Hendrickson / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution

21- 47, a resolution approving a supplemental letter agreement with SEH for the 2021
County Road 53 trunk sanitary sewer and water main improvements ( SPAP Grant Project
2).

All Council Members present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

14. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request for the suspension of rules
for 2021 Freedom Days.
place

between the dates

The 2021 Freedom Days celebration was scheduled to take
of

June 14- 19.

To ensure the success of the celebration, there

were several events and activities that required a suspension of certain prohibitions and
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City Code requirements to be successfully completed. These areas included:
promotional signage, a parade, golf cart usage, private vendor sales on City streets and
sidewalks, and consumption of alcohol within a

festival

area.

Dingmann /

Doering

motioned to approve Resolution 21- 43, a resolution providing for the suspending of
certain prohibitions and City Code requirements of the City of Becker for the annual
Freedom Days

celebration.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

15. City Planner, Jacob Sanders, presented a request to call for a public hearing to adopt the
Becker 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

approximately 8. 5

The last comprehensive plan update was

The City had since evolved due to changing trends,
demographics, transportation needs, increased demand for residential housing, and
heightened interest in commercial and industrial properties, prompting the need to
update the comprehensive plan. After a long process, the 2040 Comprehensive Plan
Hendrickson / Olmscheid
was completed and ready for adoption by City Council.
motioned to call for a public hearing to review and adopt the Becker 2040
Comprehensive Plan to be held at the City of Becker Planning Commission meeting at
6pm

on

years ago.

June 28, 2021.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The

motion carried.

16. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of
the following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for Becker Community Center and Pebble Creek
Golf Club

Temporary Liquor License for Becker Lions in conjunction with Freedom Days
Noise Exemption Application for Sons of the American Legion Squadron 193
Police Investigator Job Description

Authorization to Post a City Lot For Sale

Resolution 21- 44 approving the City of Becker Fund Balance Policy
Dingmann / Hendrickson motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as
presented.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the motion.

The motion

carried.

17. Hendrickson /
and

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 6543 through 6716

102955 through 103054.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

18. Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries for the month of May:
Mary Roe, City Planner, 2 years
Tyler Stone, Food and Beverage Manager, 2 years

19. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.
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20.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to adjourn the June
Meeting at 5: 47 p. m. All Council Members present

1, 2021, Regular City Council
voted

motion carried.

1 ),

A

NOQK,

Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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in favor

of

the motion.

The

