City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of June 7, 2022

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, June 7, 2022, at 12060
Sherburne Avenue, Becker.
Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick Hendrickson,
Robin Dingmann,
Mike Doering, and Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in attendance.
1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the June 7, 2022, City Council Meeting to order at 5: 00 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the May 17, 2022 City Council Meeting and Executive Session were
Dingmann /

reviewed.

Olmscheid

to

motioned

approve

the minutes.

All Council

Members present voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.
4.

Hendrickson /
Members

Dingmann

present

voted

5.

Mayor

Bertram

read

6.

Mayor

Bertram invited

motioned to approve the agenda

in favor

the Becker

of

the

guests to speak

All Council

The motion carried.

motion.

Freedom

for June 7, 2022.

Days Proclamation.

during

the Guests and Open

Forum.

Jeremy

Schommer with Avalon Homes stepped to the podium to give a brief outline of a

residential project he was proposing for the 10- acre parcel adjacent to the Becker
Community Center ( BCC). The proposed development would include 22 twin homes
a three- story, 57- unit luxury apartment building.

and

Mayor Bertram asked if anyone else wished to speak with no response.
7.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Planning Board met on May 24th and discussed an ordinance amendment
for general rural uses, preliminary and final plat and conditional use permit for
Joint

the Becker School

bus garage,

and a variance

application.

May 19th and went over financials,
discussed cash flow for Project # 2, past due utilities which were getting high,
Xcel billing, and an audit request proposal for five years.
Budget

and

Finance Committee

Committee

met

on

May 20th and were updated on staffing.
An individual had been approved for hiring and was going through the process
Police

for

a

Management

new

hire.

met

on

They also went over current statistics which were up from 2020

and 2021 and slightly below 2019, and the facility workgroup that would be
meeting soon.

May 20th and mainly shared information and
discussed the solar project noting that the construction piece had been put on
hold due to federal discussions regarding tariffs.

Xcel

Advisory

Committee

met

on

23rd

Energy held four Sherco master planning sessions the week of May
This was also partially related to the Integrated Resource Plan ( IRP) process.
Xcel
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The sessions discussed

the Xcel

what

properties

could

look like

post 2030.

A

final summary would be available later this summer.
Planning

Commission

met on

May 23rd and held a public hearing for an item on

the agenda.
Golf Committee

May 24th and went over financials which were extremely
They also discussed the fire system replacement ( which was in process),
the new sign on the building, staff, and the new bridal suite which was almost
met on

well.

complete.

Mayor Bertram thanked Northern Metal Recycling for hosting recycling day at
facility. She also thanked Liberty Paper, Inc. for planting trees and for a

their

donation for a water fountain at the Becker Athletic Complex ( BAC).
8.

City Planner, Mary Roe, presented a conditional use permit ( CUP) application for a
shopping

center to

be located

on Lot

1,

Block

1,

Bank Street Addition.

The proposed

use of a shopping center was a conditionally permitted use in the Community
Commercial ( C- COM) zoning district. The proposed building would include three to five
spaces with a drive- through on each end of the building contingent on easement
vacations that was

a separate request.

Ms. Roe noted a condition was removed from

the resolution the Planning Commission had approved as it contained a reference to a
sunset date and CUPs do not have a sunset date.
Doering / Dingmann motioned to
approve Resolution 22- 36, a resolution recommending approval for a conditional use
shopping center located on PID 60- 497- 0105.
in favor of the motion.
The motion carried.

permit to allow for a
present voted

9.

All Council Members

City Planner, Mary Roe, presented a request for Council to call for a public hearing for
partial

drainage

and

utility

easement vacation

for the

proposed

shopping

center.

The

applicant had been working with the utility provider that occupies the easement.
Drainage and utility easement vacations required a public hearing with at least two
Hendrickson / Olmscheid motioned to call for a public hearing
weeks of public notice.
for a partial easement vacation on Lot 1, Block 1 of Bank Street Addition to be held at
the

July

motion.

5, 2022

City

Council

meeting.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

The motion carried.

10. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request to approve an engineering
service agreement for the air handing unit ( AHU) replacement at the BCC.
Due to the
cost of the project, the City sought engineering assistance to identify the scope of the
project, design the plans and specifications, lead the bidding process, and provide
construction engineering services. The City received two quotes for these services.
Staff recommended Stantec ( formerly Wenk) to do this work as they had the lowest
quote and had done previous work for the City. This project was budgeted for in the
2022 Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP).
It was noted that it would be a lengthy process
to complete the project due to getting the equipment and materials.

Dingmann /

Doering motioned to approve Resolution 22- 34, a resolution authorizing staff to enter
into an agreement with Stantec for engineering services for air handling unit
replacement at the Becker Community Center.
All Council Members present voted in
favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.
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11. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request to approve easements for
utility infrastructure for a new sewer force main as part of SPAP Project # 3. Part of
Project # 3 included boring under Highway 10.
This required creating a large work area

on the north side of the highway to get the new force main positioned to run under
Oakview Avenue.

The current parking lot for Country Lumber and the Johnson property

provided a nice corridor to work and lined up with the proposed site on the south side of
for the

highway

the

new

the direct appropriation

lift

The easements

station.

were set

for $ 1 and were part of

bond funds, but in exchange for the easements and the right to

work in and retain the utility easement, the City planned to put the parking lot for the
property owners back in place and allow the owners' input in the layout of the parking
they wish to change it. It was asked if the projects were still on track to be
by the deadlines for the grant and Mr. Knutson said they were. Doering /

area should
completed

Olmscheid motioned to approve Resolution 22- 37, a resolution approving the easement
agreement with Country Lumber and Kyle and Cynthia Johnson for the lift station and
force

main

favor

of the

improvements ( SPAP Project # 3).
motion.

All Council Members present voted in

The motion carried.

12. Recreation and Leisure Services Assistant Director, Josh Kuha, presented Resolution 2233

related to the suspension

of

City

rules

for 2022 Freedom

Days.

The 2022 City of

Becker Freedom Days Celebration would take place between the dates of June 12th and
June 18th. To ensure the success of Freedom Days, there were several events and

activities that called for/ required a suspension of certain prohibitions and City Code
requirements

to be successfully

The areas included

completed.

promotional

signage,

a

parade, golf cart usage, private vendor sales on City streets and sidewalks, and
of alcohol within the festival area.
Staff was seeking suspension of these
rules only for the activities listed and in conjunction with the official Freedom Days
Celebration. Hendrickson /
Doering motioned to approve Resolution 22- 33, a resolution
consumption

providing for the suspending of certain prohibitions and City Code requirements of the
City

of

voted

Becker

for the

in favor of the

annual
motion.

Freedom

Days Celebration.

All Council Members present

The motion carried.

13. City Administrator, Greg Lerud, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of the
following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for Pebble Creek Golf Course, Becker Community
Center, and Public Works.

Medsurety Eligibility COBRA and Retiree and Medsurety FSA LPFSA DCAP HAS
Service Agreements.

Resolution 22- 38 accepting a monetary donation from Liberty Paper, Inc. for a
water fountain at the BAC.

Resolution 22- 35 appointing election judges for the 2022 primary and general
elections.

Interconnection Agreement with Connexus Energy for the generator at the BCC.

Contract with Patchin Messner for a special benefit analysis for the trunk sanitary
sewer and water main extension in the Industrial Park Expansion Project.

Appointment of Jacob Sanders as the Acting Community Development Director.
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Doering /
Council

Dingmann

Members

14. Dingmann /

motioned

present

in favor

of

the

revised
motion.

Consent

Agenda

The motion

as presented.

through

The motion

105764.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

carried.

15. Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries

for the month of June:

Mary Roe, City Planner, 3 years
Natalie Chaffin, Hospitality Supervisor, 1 year
Ian Holmes, Golf Services Manager, 4 years

Tyler Stone, Food and Beverage Manager, 3 years
Mike Uecker, Streets and Parks Supervisor, 1 year

16. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

17.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to adjourn the June 7, 2022, Regular City Council
Meeting
motion

All

carried.

Hendrickson motioned to pay the bills including checks 11285 through

11674 and 105602
motion.

to approve the

voted

at 5: 34

p. m.

All Council

Members

present

voted

carried.

Orglir\

1 ( (\(ike

Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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in favor of the

motion.

The

