City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of July 19, 2022

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, July 19, 2022, at
12060 Sherburne Avenue,
Dingmann, Mike

Doering,

Becker.
and

Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Robin
Becky Olmscheid. Council Member Hendrickson was absent.

Guests were in attendance.
1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the July 19, 2022, City Council Meeting to order at 5: 00
p. m.

2.

3.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes from the July 5, 2022 City Council Meeting and Executive Session were
Dingmann /

reviewed.

Olmscheid

motioned to approve

the minutes.

All Council

Members present voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.
4.

5.

Doering /

Dingmann

Members

present voted in

motioned

to approve the agenda for

favor

of the motion.

July

19,

2022.

All Council

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

6.

Council reviewed committee
EDA

met on

meetings.

July 11th and discussed the real estate market, T-Town plan, the 10-

acre parcel proposed development, and the proposed Dueling Brews
development.
Works Committee met on July 13th and discussed Becker Athletic Complex
BAC) parking lot issues, upcoming streets projects, weed ordinance which would
have recommendations coming to Council soon, Public Works Maintenance
Worker Bruce Thompson' s upcoming retirement, HVAC upgrades that were
Public

almost completed,
Budget

and lift station

and Finance

Committee

17 which was on the agenda.

met on

July

14th and reviewed the financials,

discussed potential grant anticipation funding, past due utilities of which there
were 12 water disconnections with one remaining outstanding, accounts

receivables which were current, fund balance policy and the possibility of
increasing the minimum unrestricted percent from 40 to 60, request for proposal
RFP) results for the audit, and the lift station.
Joint

Powers Fire Board

July 18th and paid the bills. They also held a joint
City/ Township annual board meeting at which they reviewed the budget and
met on

Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP) and approved it, and they started going over the
contract and bylaws.
7.

City Planner, Mary Roe presented a public hearing for a requested partial easement

vacation for JT2 Properties to vacate a six-foot portion of the existing 25- foot drainage
and utility easement located along the northwest property line of Lot 1, Block 1 Bank
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Street Addition. The resulting easement would be 19 feet wide. The purpose of the
partial easement vacation was to accommodate the design of the drive through for the

future JT2 shopping center. The applicant had contacted all utility companies with

serviceable areas containing the easement and had submitted signed documents from
each signifying no utilities were in the portion of the easement to be vacated.
Mayor Bertram opened the public hearing at 5: 06 pm. With no comments, Doering /
Dingmann motioned to close the public hearing at 5: 07 pm. All Council Members present
in favor

voted

of

the

The motion

motion.

carried.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution 22- 51, a resolution approving the

partial vacation of the twenty-five- foot-wide drainage and utility easement along the
property line of Lot 1, Block 1 Bank Street Addition.
The motion carried.
in favor of the motion.

northwestern

present voted

8.

All Council

Members

Chief of Police, Brent Baloun, presented a request for a facility needs study to take the

next step on the building study that was completed in 2017. The project would assess
the space needs within City Hall and the Police Department. This had been discussed at
the Facilities Workgroup meeting on June 30th as well as the City Council Executive
Session

July

on

expenses, which

5th.

The

would

the study was $ 12, 000 plus $ 1, 000 for reimbursable
CIP funds. Doering / Olmscheid
come out of the Administration
cost

of

motioned to approve Chief Baloun to enter into an agreement for a facility needs stud
with

Wold

Engineers.

and

All Council Members present voted in favor of the

The motion carried.

motion.

9.

Architects

Public Works and Parks Assistant Director, Chris Lisson, presented a request to run
power

to lift

17.

station

He noted when the lift station was added in 2017, power was

not run to the station. As the City looked to further develop the Business Park, running
power to the station was the next logical step to further ready the lots around the site in
the Business

Park.

The

estimated

cost of the project

was $

119, 181. 34.

The City had

funds from the developer' s agreement with Northern Metal Recycling that were
designated for infrastructure

in the Business Park.

investment

He noted

that while staff

had been adding backup generators to the sites for ease of operation and the
being requested at this time. The
project had been discussed at the Public Works Committee with their approval to bring
the project to Council for consideration.
Doering / Olmscheid motioned to approve
of service

elimination

interruption,

that

was

not

Resolution 22- 49, a resolution approving the running of power to lift station 17 in the
business

park.

All Council

Members

present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The

motion

carried.

10. Community Development Director, Jacob Sanders, presented a proposed ordinance
City Code Chapter 3. During the recent discussions about sewer availability
charge and water availability charge fee reductions, staff discovered language, added to
amending

the code May 11, 2002, within Chapter 3 regarding trunk fees prohibiting the City from
charging

any trunk fees

on

any land currently

within

municipal

limits. The intent was to

charge trunk fees at the time land is served, regardless of if the property was in city
limits or not. There were multiple undeveloped properties within the City limits, that as

the code was currently written, would be exempt from the City' s collection of necessary
trunk fees.

Staff proposed amending the language to ensure that the City could collect
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trunk fees when
necessary.

Additionally, staff was currently researching if there were
any properties that may have been erroneously charged trunk fees after the date of the
2002

code amendment

that would need to be refunded.

Dingmann /

Olmscheid

motioned to approve Ordinance 254, 2nd Series, an ordinance amending Section 3. 36,

Subdivision

4 of Chapter 3 Municipal

Council Members
Dingmann /
publication
motion

present

voted in

Utilities in the

favor

City

the motion.

of

of

Becker

City

Ordinance.

All

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to approve Ordinance 254, 2nd Series Summary for

purposes.

All Council

Members

present

voted

in favor of the motion.

The

carried.

11. City
Planner, Mary Roe, presented a request for a certificate of completion for a property
located in Becker.
On June 18, 1985, City Council granted a Quit Claim Deed to Darlene

Lanz for a portion of the property current known as Rebecca' s Café and the Café parking

lot. The deed was subject to a document referenced only as a " Contract for Private
Development" between
sold the

property,

City of Becker
City reassigned

the

and the

and

Darlene Lanz.

Darlene Lanz subsequently

the contract to TWT Enterprises.

The

property was currently in the process of sale and the contract needed to be released for
title

work.

City Staff had been unable to locate the contract referenced in the deed.

Staff consulted with the City Attorney who recommended Council issue a Certificate of
Completion for the property. She noted there were no known public interests in the area
as described and it was in the best interest of the City to release that portion of the Café
lots.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution 22- 50, a resolution

authorizing the Mayor and/ or the City Administrator and/ or City Clerk to sign a
Certificate

of

Completion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

12. City Administrator, Greg Lerud, presented the Consent Agenda consisting of the
following:

Hiring and Termination Reports for Pebble Creek Golf Club and Becker
Community Center.
Economic Development Coordinator job description and authorization to
advertise for opening.

Temporary Liquor License for the Becker Lions Club to serve at the Son' s of the
American Legion fundraising event to be held on August 13, 2022.

Acting Lead Agreement with Construction and General Laborers' Local No. 363.
Dingmann /
Members

motioned to approve the

present voted

13. Dingmann /
and

Doering

in favor

of

the motion.

Consent Agenda

as

presented.

All Council

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 12136 through 12376

105968 through

106095.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

14. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.
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15.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to
Meeting at 5: 23 p. m. All Council
motion

VSusan

adjourn the July 17, 2022, Regular City Council
Members

present

voted

in favor of the

carried.

ache, Deputy Clerk
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motion.

The

