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Follow the City of Becker Facebook page for
up to date info and services

Spring 2020

For general questions
call:

City Hall

12060 Sherburne Ave
Becker, MN 55308
8:00AM to 4:30PM
763-200-4239

Utility Billing .................................. 763-200-4239
Water/Wastewater..................... 763-200-4258
(Water Emergency).......................... 320-250-4526

3
4-5
6
7
8-9
10
11
12

Police Departement ................. 763-200-4267
Council Spotlight, Census
Pebble Creek Golf Club

Fire Department.......................... 763-261-4133
(Emergency)...................................... 911

Streets/Maintenance............... 763-200-4275
Mowing and Plowing

Parks and Rec

Community Development...... 763-200-4239

Public Works
Community Center
Finance/Police
Police/Community Development
Event Calendar

Dont forget!

Recycle Day is May 16th
from 9AM-1PM
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(Emergency)...................................... 911

Planning and Zoning
Permitting
Economic Development

Community Center..................... 763-200-4271
Parks Rental/Trails
Community Garden
Activites and Programs
Athletic Complex

Pebble Creek Golf Club........... 763-200-4268
Pro Shop
Bar & Grill
Events & Weddings

Finance Department.............. 763-200-4239
Utility Billing
Accounts Payable

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Council Spotlight
This spring council has been hard at work.
Sherco and the transition away from coal is top
of mind when it comes to managing the city.
Sherco’s three plants are planned to be decommissioned in 2023, 2026, and potentially 2030.
Sherco makes up approximately 75% of the city’s
tax base and offers about 250 well-paying jobs.
As a result, council is proactively working to attract industry to Becker to help ease the upcoming decommissioning of the Sherco plants.
The goal is to leverage the assets in Becker to
attract industry and plan for the future as the
city transitions out of a coal-based economy.
Becker has a lot to offer in terms of energy infrastructure, rail, great water resources and access to important routes to the rest of the state.
These resources make it an attractive place for
a large business to make their home. This will
help the local economy transition as it moves
away from coal. Progress has already been
made with Northern Metals coming to town and
smaller businesses like Dollar General and Von
Hanson’s.

2020 Census In April

Becker is striving for 5,000 population with the
2020 Census. In April 2018 the population
was estimated at 4,856. That means
there are only 144 people to go!
Why is 5,000 such an important
number to Becker? Because at
that amount of population we
become eligible for Municipal
State-Aid Street System funding. That means more money to
replace infrastructure.
Businesses also use census data for
placement of new locations. This means
it will help replace tax dollars after the decom-
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Becker is working towards improving its water
and sewer infrastructure to the business park. In
2019 the city had visits from the House and Sen-

Mayor Tracy Bertram and Capital Investment Committee
Chair Rep. Mary Murphy outside of Sherco.

ate Capital Investment Committees, as well as
Commissioner of Minnesota Management and
Budget Myron Frans and staff. The City will be
asking the legislature to include money for the
business park in the bonding bill and is collaborating with Sherburne County, State Senator
Andrew Mathews and Representative Shane
Mekeland in the House. The legislative session
started in February and will end May 18th.
missioning of SHERCO.
Lastly, the census ensures fair political representation. Minnesota is in danger of losing a
congressional seat. An accurate census count allows federal, state and
local resources to be distributed
equitably.
The First Question on the census will ask where you currently
are living. The official direction
is where you live a majority of the
year. Think about this before completing the census.
Census day is April 1st. Mark it on your calendars to help your community and your state.
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featuring a “New Member Discount” that makes
it more affordable to enjoy this beautiful Becker
property.
In February of 2020, Pebble Creek Golf Club was
featured in the Minnesota Golfer Directory Issue
in recognition for being awarded “2019 Club of
the Year” by the Minnesota Golf Association.

Pebble Creek Golf Club is very proud of the
community impact it is able to provide in its
partnerships with numerous charitable golf
events. In 2019 alone, well over $250,000 was
raised for various charities through events being
held at Pebble Creek. If you would like information about hosting an event or fundraiser
at Pebble Creek, call the number listed at the
bottom of page 5.

Grill and Event Center

With over a full year of continuity in the food
and beverage staff, the Pebble Creek team is
focusing on growing their wedding and special
event business.
They will be hosting 19 wedding receptions in
2020 versus 10 in 2019. Krista Smith is the Hospitality Supervisor and takes lead on the event
planning.
After completing a “Brand Refresh” of the golf
course property in 2019, the team is looking
forward to continued improvements for the
2020 golf season. They include new Golf Carts
and GPS system, as well as continuing to focus
on the enhancing the beauty of the many water
features Pebble Creek is known for.
Pebble Creek is very proud of their role in growing the game of golf through its dedication to
serving the youth participants. This spring,
Pebble Creek will provide use of its facility to the
Becker and Big Lake Boys and Girls golf teams.
Ultimately leading to hosting the Class “A” Boys
and Girls Minnesota State High School League
State Golf Tournament.
Visit pebblecreekgolf.com to get information on
2020 memberships and pricing. We are again
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New interior renovation at Pebble Creek Bar and Grill with added seating and a U-shaped bar. Featured prominently is
the “your town, your bar” motto.

New for 2020, Pebble Creek will be hosting Easter Brunch (April 12th) and Mother’s Day Brunch
(May 10th). These buffets will be reservation
only and serve a first class mix of breakfast,
lunch and assorted desserts. Call the number
listed at the end of page 5 for reservations or
information.
2020 began with a restaurant expansion project
that utilized unused space and gave the Pebble Creek restaurant a much-needed facelift.
Fifty eight new seats were added, and many
improvements were made to the look, feel and
sound of the facility.
On April 1st, Pebble Creek will begin launching
its new Summer Menu and will begin serving
“off the menu” brunch on Saturday and Sunday
mornings.

Spring 2020

As always Pebble Creek is open to the public
and we truly live by our new motto “your town,
your bar”.
To find information on 2020 memberships
and pricing visit:

pebblecreekgolf.com
If you would like information about hosting
an event or fundraiser at Pebble Creek, call:

763-200-4262

To make reservations or find information on
Easter or Mother’s Day Brunch call:

763-200-4173
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Parks and
Recreation
Becker is very fortunate to
have the number and quality of
recreational offerings for a city
of its size. In 2019, the “Becker
Parks, Recreation & Athletic Facilities Master Plan” was
completed and formally adopted by Becker City Council. This
116-page document provides
both a detailed snapshot of our
current offerings as well as a
roadmap for future improvements based on feedback from citizens, staff
and recreation experts. Many of the proposed
improvements that will take place this year are
highlighted in this plan. For this issue, a focus
will be on making improvements to our current
parks and trails.

Did you know…
there is currently a safe hiking/biking trail
that provides access to Becker City Park
from the majority of Becker? One could
ride or walk entirely on Becker’s trail system
from the Community Center to City Park.
New directional “way-finding” signs were
added in the fall of 2019 to guide recreational users along this route.

Parks & Recreation staff will be refreshing the
signage at many Becker Neighborhood Parks to
match the new Becker Brand identity.
The Disc Golf Course at City Park is releasing
new scorecards, hole signage and mapping to
enhance the experience of this very popular
Disc Golf Course. Did you know that Becker’s
Disc Golf Course hosted the “2019 Minnesota
Frisbee Association State Championship” with
over 100 of the best Disc Golfers in the state
participating? We have a highly respected
course and we welcome all our citizens to give it
a try. It’s a fun and free recreational opportunity
in your back yard!
As identified in the “Master Plan” you will notice
an emphasis on trail signage and “way-finding”
to better promote and guide our users throughout the many miles of paved and natural trails.
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Public
Works

•Clogged pipes or fixtures.
•Corroded piping.

Sanitary Sewer System Cleaning
About Water Pressure in the City

Becker develops a standard for its water system
by having engineers use the 10 States Standards
guide to develop water supply systems that deliver quality water at effective pressure rates.
The 10 States Standards say normal operating
water pressure in a municipal water distribution system should be at least 35 psi. Operating
water pressures in all neighborhoods located in
Becker have operating water pressures in the
low to upper 40’s psi. Becker has designed and
built a water distribution system that creates
water pressure between 40 and 60 psi throughout the system. When the city first designed the
water supply system, our engineers use modeling to help ensure proper pressures and fire
flow protection will be available to the residents.
This is also the case when new additions are
made.
A common question we receive is whether the
water in the water towers freezes during the
winter. It does; however, City staff do lower water tower levels in the winter months to help prevent freezing inside the tower and to promote
water turn over due to lower demand. Due
to the lower tower levels in the winter months,
residents may experience a slight drop in distribution pressure.
These factors can cause reduced water pressure
in a home or business:
•Water softener or in-line filtration system 		
is not working properly or is plugged.
•Outdated fixtures.
•Valves may be only partially open.
•Size of supply lines in the home or business.
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As a part of the City’s collection system maintenance program, Public Works Department
staff jet clean ¼ of the collection system annually. Staff utilize a high-pressure water system
on the City’s jet/vac truck to clean the sewer
mains of debris which can include sand, grease
and other settled materials. Regular cleaning
of the collection system ensures the system is
flowing properly and reduces the potential for
a plugged sewer line and/or a collection system backup. City staff plan to perform jet/vac
cleaning during the months of April and May in
2020.

Crack Filling

The City of Becker Streets Department has expanded its equipment family to include a crack
filling machine. The
City obtained
estimates to
work on a
few developments in
town. Due
to the rising
cost of construction, for the minimal number
of roads the Streets Department was planning
on doing, the Public Works Department could
purchase this machine and generate the same
amount of work as we would incorporating a
sub-contractor in the mix.
Due to the amount of manpower that is necessary to execute this timely project, some of the
Public Works Department other responsibilities may fall to the wayside. Rest assured the
Street’s Department will work efficiently and
effectively as possible to ensure the workload
will be done in the quickest manner possible.
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Community
Center

This spring at the community center there is a lot
to look forward to. The Community Center will
be hosting 3 big events. We hope to see a lot of
you participate!
On April 4th you will be able to eat breakfast
with the Easter Bunny. Breakfast will be served,
and you can do crafts with the little ones in the
library. Last but not least, the Easter Bunny will
also be attending this event.
On May 2nd the Touch a Truck event will return.
This is the first real outdoor event of the spring
and will hopefully usher in the sun! Bring the kids
out to see all manner of large vehicles. This is a
great event for kids to get up close with vehicles
and large machinery they see around but have
not been able to approach in everyday life. This
is a free event and will have food. Police and fire
fighters will have a presence at this event.
The Mother Son dance will be back on May 16th.
This will feature a formal dinner and dance with
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a DJ. There will be games and activities and
even a nerf war.
Many of you may have heard about events and
amenities at the community center but have
not really been there. We are proud to highlight
some of the features the Becker Community
Center has to offer!

The Pool

The community center features a large pool with
a waterslide and mushroom fountain. Tons of
fun for families. You can even swim laps to get in
a workout.

Fitness Rooms and Classes

Our rooms have varied workout equipment,
from weights to treadmills with everything in
between. If working out alone isn’t your thing
or you need a break from the same old routine,
there are opportunities for group fitness and
specialty classes. Also, we have a large gymnasium if you are just looking to shoot some hoops.

Drop-in Child Care

Drop off the kids while you go and enjoy the
amenities at the community center.

Room Rentals and Events

Meeting rooms range in size and can accommodate an intimate group of 20 or a large
group of 60. For special events, our community
room can accommodate as many as 250 guests.

Library

Great River Regional Library is also located
within the community center. Readers will be
happy to find their next great literary experience
within the shelves here. Hours listed to the right.

HOURS
Spring 2020

Monday: 2:00 - 8:00
Tuesday: 10:00 - 6:00
Wednesday: 2:00 - 6:00
Thursday: 2:00 - 8:00
Friday: 2:00 - 5:00
Saturday: 10:00- 1:00
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Finance
Department
The City of Becker’s Finance Department has a
robust process for preparing the annual budget. This process begins in March with a thorough review of Capital Improvement Projects
(CIP). These CIP budgets include projects such
as street improvements, equipment, vehicles,
buildings, etc. The finance staff coordinates
with each department to ensure upcoming projects are included and prioritized in the capital
budget and that future projects (within a 5-year
window) are incorporated into the CIP budget.
The CIP is a working blueprint for sustaining and
improving the infrastructure of the City.
The next step in the budgeting process is the
operational budgets. The finance staff works
with each department on the next year’s operational needs and required debt service payments. Expense budgeting includes staffing
and wage levels, supplies, minor equipment,
services, and other expenditures that the City
will need to
make in the
upcoming
year to keep
the City
running.
This part of

Police
Department
The Becker Police Department is committed to building and establishing relationships
throughout our great City with residents, our
local businesses and visitors. Part of our Mis-
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budgeting also includes planning for revenues
(incoming funds) such as state aid, grants, permits, licenses, interest and any fee categories.
Reviews and meetings are held between March
and June to prepare the budget for the City
Council to review.
In July, there are several meetings with the
Becker City Council to incorporate council directives and feedback as well as finalize the preliminary budget.
In September, a preliminary budget is required
to be submitted to Sherburne County. This must
be completed by September 30th and sets the
maximum amount that may be levied.
From October to December, there is time to further review and refine the budget.
In December, the Truth in Taxation meeting is
held and provides the final formal opportunity
for public comment. Minnesota State Statute
requires that by December 28th, the final budget must be submitted to Sherburne County and
the process is complete.

sion Statement includes working closely with
our community in partnership and we believe
strongly in doing so and are committed to our
Core Values of: Pride, Professionalism, Respect,
Participation, Solidarity and Innovation.
Law enforcement has dramatically changed as
we have moved into the 21st century, with technology, better police practices and accountabili-
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ty. Our department utilizes the best technology
available to us to serve our deserving community. In my tenure in the Becker Police Department, we have incorporated the use of Body
Worn Cameras, updated squad car camera
systems, access to critical information systems

and processes. We continue to be mindful of
budget dollars along with utilizing the most efficient, legal and appropriate ways to conduct
business.
The Becker Police Department consists of 7 fulltime police officers, 3 part-time police officers

Rounding out the decade and launching into
2020 is an exciting time in Becker! Development
within Becker has been increasing over the
years with record breaking investment numbers
in 2019. Multiple construction projects kickedoff, including Dollar General, Stolt Trucking,
Northern Metal Recycling, a warehouse at
Liberty Paper, an increase in single-family homes and other
projects had Becker
finishing the decade
in a strong position.

Spring 2020

(can vary) and 1 Administrative Support Specialist. The men and women of this department
are committed to assisting and helping those in
need whenever we are called to do. Our top priorities continue to be addressing calls for service
in a timely and professional manner and building lasting relationships with those we serve. In
addition, we strive to be a very visible part of
this community by attending events, conducting
a Safety Camp for our youth and participating
in Night to Unite.
If you find reason to contact the Becker Police
Department, rest assured we will treat you with
respect and professionalism. Every call matters
and is taken seriously.
Please call upon us as
your community servants
when needed.
Respectfully,
Brent J. Baloun
Chief of Police

The City of Becker continues its efforts to attract Google to the Becker Business Park. City
staff is diligently working on the Business Park
infrastructure expansion projects and related
funding opportunities through state and federal
programs. The new frontage road project in the
Business Park, known as Energy Drive, began
construction in 2019 and is the first phase of
multiple phases of expanded water, sewer, and
street infrastructure improvements to serve additional property in the Business Park.
2020 will be a pivotal year for the Becker community. The City’s long-term vision, known as a
Comprehensive Plan, will be updated. In order
to successfully update the plan, we need input
from our residents, visitors, and business owners. Stay tuned for opportunities to provide your
thoughts and help shape the future of Becker.
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Sun
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City of Becker
PO Box 250
Becker, MN 55308

March
22

29

23

30

24

25

26

27

28

April

-4- Breakfast w/ the Easter
Bunny
-10- Good Friday City Offices
close @ Noon
-12- Easter
-15- Tax Day/Winter Parking
Restrictions lifted
-24- Safety Camp

31
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Mon

Tues

5

6

12

May

-3- Presidential Nomination
Primary

-2- Touch a Truck
-5- Cinco De Mayo
-16- Recycle Day 9am-1pm/
Mother Son Dance
-25- Memorial Day, City
Offices Closed
(Water Bills Due Dates Highlighted in Yellow)
(Council Meeting Dates
Highlighted in Green)
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