BULLETIN

A parks special detailing all the new
amenities installed outside the community center. See whats going on and
learn about some things you may have
missed.

New Pickleball courts, basketball courts and splashpad on the
Becker Community Center grounds.
By: City of Becker

Follow the City of Becker Facebook page for
up to date info and services
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For general questions
please call:

City Hall

12060 Sherburne Ave
Becker, MN 55308
8:00AM to 4:30PM
763-200-4239
Fridays 3PM - 6PM
Becker Furniture World Parking Lot

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Utility Billing .................................. 763-200-4239
Water/Wastewater..................... 763-200-4258
(Water Emergency).......................... 320-250-4526

Letter From the Administrator

Police Departement ................. 763-200-4267

Concert at the Creek

Fire Department.......................... 763-261-4133

Spring is for Golf

Streets/Maintenance............... 763-200-4275

Pebble Creek

Community Development...... 763-200-4239

Summer Music Series (Pebble
Creek Deck)
Becker Community Center Summer Programming/Events
Freedom Days
Freedom Days (cont.)
Freedom Days (cont.)
Event Calendar
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(Emergency)...................................... 911
(Emergency)...................................... 911
Mowing and Plowing

Planning and Zoning
Permitting
Economic Development

Community Center..................... 763-200-4271
Parks/Trails
Parks Facility Rental
Community Garden
Activites and Programs
Athletic Complex

Pebble Creek Golf Club........... 763-200-4268
Pro Shop
Bar & Grill
Events & Weddings

Finance Department.............. 763-200-4239
Utility Billing
Accounts Payable

www.ci.becker.mn.us

What is an IRP?

From the desk of the administrator
Hello, I’m Greg Pruszinske, Becker’s
city administrator.
I wanted to take a minute to chat
with all Becker residents about the
Integrated Resource Plan or IRP.
The utility industry is rapidly changing, and the IRP is a tool used by
the Public Utility Commission (PUC)
to make decisions. Decisions like
decommissioning the local Sherco
plant, eliminating a combined natural gas plant in Becker, and currently
being considered, to use about 3500
acres of Sherburne County real-estate to build a large-scale solar
project.

Greg Pruszinske

An IRP is a forward-looking document that articulates how a utility company plans, in terms
of fuel sourcing, to generate enough electricity
to meet customer power needs. In general, the
goal of an IRP is to set out a reasonable plan to
ensure that a utility can meet customers’ needs
in a reliable and low-cost manner.
Most importantly, an IRP provides a way for
stakeholders, including the public, to communicate with the PUC and utility companies and

Budgeting/Finance
Well – it seems we are always engaged in budgeting. Especially true in July, August and September. From Capital Improvement Plans (CIP)
to General Fund and Special Revenue Fund
Operating budgets, July and August are packed
with planning and reviews as we move forward
to a September deadline to submit prelimi-
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provide input as decisions are made on how
to fuel source electricity. Decisions on power
generation can affect many things like electricity rates, the environment, and,
most important to Becker, the host
community where the generating
plant is located.
Becker, as a host community, has
been engaged in the IRP process
for years. Our participation includes conducting research on local impacts, performing modeling
to demonstrate impacts, attending various stakeholder meetings,
engaging during PUC meetings,
submitting comments on topics
that impact the community, and
more.

Rest assured, with a rapidly changing utility
industry, Becker leadership has been developing
a pathway to the future. Starting with improving
transportation connections, making strategic
investments in infrastructure, leveraging current
assets, supporting existing businesses to grow,
and preparing sites for new business growth.
Although our community is facing challenges
and changes, we continue to plan our pathway
into the future.
Greg Pruszinske

nary levy amounts to Sherburne County. Our
planning processes provide elected officials an
important level of engagement and decision
making on how we deliver City Services and our
forward planning for infrastructure. It may get
tiresome, but budgeting is a critical part of providing transparency and planning for reliable
and consistent delivery of city services to our
residents.
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New and Fun

Free for all - Splashpad, Basketball and
Pickleball

All the amenities mentioned here are located on
the Community center grounds. As this area transforms into a community hub remember that there
are a lot of member only benefits if you join the
community center, such as discounts to swimming
lessons and use of all the indoor facilities located
within the Community Center.

Splash Pad
The splash pad at the Becker Community Center is ready for action! Best of all this is a free
amenity housed at the Becker Community Center. One of the most requested features for the
community since 2018 has been put in. There are
plenty of water features to keep the kids happy.
The splash pad can add some much-needed
relief from the hot summer weather. The water
features are controlled by an activator button.

Fall 2021
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Kids playing on the new splashpad.

If they are not running all that must happen is
someone needs to run up and press the button.
The splash pad has been a community priority. City staff, council and the community have
worked on getting this up and running since
2018. This project was part of the parks master
plan adopted in 2019 along with the dog park
and the pickleball courts (which we will talk
about later). Parks and rec committee requested the project be done in the 2021 budget and
council gave the official go ahead at that time.
Seeing the parks master plan in motion should
get everyone very excited about more fun stuff
to do in Becker.

Basketball and
Pickleball
Along with the splashpad, the BCC campus also
just had a basketball court and Pickleball courts
installed. These we also identified along with the
splashpad as a top priority for Becker’s park and
recreation amenities.

Basketball courts are now in! Come and experience the new basketball court. It is made of
sport tile with a concrete base. It is a great surface to play on. In fall of 2020, the Parks & Recreation Commission was approached by Becker
Youth Basketball Association about partnering
Moving forward the community center is sure
with the City of Becker on a new basketball
to be a city hub for everyone. While you are
court. They had some money that they wanted
checking out the splashpad and new sport
to contribute to the project and assisted in encourts at the community center look into a
membership so you can leverage everything the gaging the Lion’s Club for additional support.
community center has to offer.
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Pickleball courts are also ready for action. Don’t
know what pickleball is? The next section will
explain it to you. It is one of the fasted growing
sports in the US and is easy for people of varied
athletic ability to participate in. Read the pickleball section for more information.
All courts are available for public use. All courts
are available on a first come first serve basis.
Please be respectful and share court time if
there are multiple groups wanting to use the
courts. Great River Library, located within the
community center, will have pickleball sets to
borrow for people with a library card.

Ribbon cutting at the courts featuring members
of city council the mayor and parks and rec
committee members.

Looking for a Space? Think BCC Facility Rental
Thinking of throwing a birthday party, get together, bridal
or baby shower? At the Becker Community Center there
are several rooms available for rent for the general public
that may suit your needs. Give us a call at the BCC. We
can help you find a space that lets you host your event
without making compromises. When you call ask about
facility rental. We also handle rentals of park facilities.
Phone: 763-200-4271

Trying out the courts for the first time.
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What’s Pickleball
I’ve never heard of it

Now that there are pickleball courts in Becker
that are calling for you to play on them you may
have some questions about what exactly pickleball is. Pickleball is a racket sport that combines
elements of tennis, badminton and ping-pong.
Pickleball is a very accessible sport and can be
played by all ages.
In pickleball you aren’t moving as much as you
would be in a more intense sport such as tennis,
but you are moving enough to sweat and get a
good workout. The pickleball itself is a type of
Wiffle ball that slows the ball and therefore the
play. This makes it so rallies typically last a lot
longer which can make the play more enjoyable.
This also makes sure that strategy is front and
center, put before pure athletic ability. Simply
put pickleball is a sport for everyone no matter if
you are a retiree or just learning how to handle
a racket.
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If you have a library card you will be able to
borrow pickleball equipment from Great River
Library located within the community center. You
just need a library card. Pickleball is the fastest
growing sport in the US right now and shows
no signs of slowing down. Don’t miss out on the
fun. Pickleball is a perfect activity to enjoy with
anyone in the family.

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Barktoberfest

Woof! Saturday October 23rd!

Last Barktoberfest was off the chain! Not really
though, leash ordinances still apply.

Barktoberfest is your local fall festival with a
twist. It is dog themed. Barktoberfest will be
back in October. This will be the second Barktoberfest. It will be held at Becker City Park.
Don’t forget to bring out your pups, there are
dog parks located in Becker City Park so this will
be a great opportunity to check them out if you
haven’t yet.
There will be live music and family friendly
games. The festival will also feature local food
and vendors as well at fall themed décor such
as hay bails and pumpkins. Bring the family out
it will be a lot of fun and have some great photo
opportunities.

There will also be a table to register your dogs
with the City of Becker if you have not been able
to get into City Hall to do that.

Fall 2021
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ATVs In Town

What you should know
When ATVs may be operated:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ATVs are ok to drive on city streets with a valid City of Becker Registration.
Registration form is located on the City of
Becker Police website or at the Becker PD
office.
There is a $25 registration fee.
The registration sticker must be visibly displayed on the rear of the vehicle and cannot
be obstructed.
On private property for the purpose of plowing, maintenance or other service work with
permission.
Class 2 ATV may be operated on the shoulder of a County Roadway (Sherburne County
Code).
Class 1 and 2 ATV may be operated on the
shoulder of a Township Roadway.
May be operated only between sunrise and
sunset.
Please consult the Becker City Code (www.
ci.becker.mn.us) and MN DNR Regulations
for further restrictions.

All-Terrain Vehicles:

ATVs may not be operated:
•
•

On Highway 10 within the City of Becker.
No “joyriding”, may only be operated in
travel to a residence, business, or designated
trail (Minnesota Statute).
On a sidewalk, bike trail, walking trail, park
lands, private property without permission or on
any school property.

Minnesota Statutes for Operation:

Must meet Minnesota Statute with regards to
lighting, licensure, passengers, seatbelt use, and
helmet use

Snowmobiles:

May use the most direct route to a designated
trail, or authorized area of operation on a City
street.

Golf Carts:

May be operated on City streets as close to the
right as possible.
SEE CITY ORDINANCE FOR ADDITIONAL RULES
AND INFORMATION
Becker Police Department
Office: 763-200-4267

Class 1 ATV: (4-Wheeler)
Class 2 ATV: (Side-by-Side), Utility Task Vehicle
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2021-2022 Road
Projects

September

Sun

City of Becker
PO Box 250
Becker, MN 55308

Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri
Sat
1
2
3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

September
19

20

21

22

23

24

Every Friday - Farm Market
-6- Labor Day**

25

October

(Council Meeting Dates
Highlighted in Orange)

-1, 8- Farm Market
-23- Barktoberfest
-31-Halloween

26

Sun

27

Mon

28

29

-11- Veterans Day**
-25- Thanksgiving**
-26- Office Closed**

October

Tues

Wed

All Events marked with * City
Offices are closed

November

30

Thur

(Water Bills Due Dates Highlighted in Yellow)

November

1

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri
Sat
Oct
1
2
3
4
5
6
2
31

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

10

11

12

13

14

15
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14

15

16

17
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20
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19

20
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23
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22
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24
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27
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25

26

27

28

29
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28

29

30

