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Purpose of the  Comprehensive Plan  

This plan is an update to the City of "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ 2004 Comprehensive Plan. It  is the 

policy framework the city will  use to guide city leaders in future decision making 

concerning land use, parks, recreation, trails, natural resources, TȤTown 

Development, transportation  and public utilities  and community facilities. 
 

Many of the key guiding principles that had been established still  hold true for this 

updated plan including the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ desire for growth while maintaining a 

small town feel and a respect for the land and its natural resources. 
 

This plan recognizes and builds upon past and existing planning efforts and is 

based on community input. It  will  carry out many of the principles that have been 

working  for the City of Becker while providing new ones based on current  issues, 

future trends and desires of the community. As with  the previous plan, the 

following  statement continues to embody the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ vision for the next 

20 years. 
 

Growth  with  respect  for  the needs of its  residents,  a commitment  to small  

town  values and a sense of stewardship  for  the land.  
 

It  is the intent  of the Becker Comprehensive Plan to bring that statement to life. 

The plan is a collection of principles, goals and strategies that reflect the 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ vision in its desire for growth, maintaining its small town character, 

and respect for community land and natural resources. 
 

Over the past decade, as in many communities, Becker has not experienced the 

same rate of growth as it  had experienced between 1980 Ȥ 2000. This has been 

due, in part, to a residential development slowdown that began last decade.  Based 

on existing development conditions, the desire to redevelop its historic downtown 

area and the release of updated census figures in 2010, the City of Becker took the 

opportunity  to update its current  plan, which is almost 10 years old. 

Authority  to  Plan  

Communities prepare and adopt Comprehensive Plans for legal purposes. They are 

given the authority  to adopt a Plan according to Minnesota State Statute 462.353, 

Subd. 1. The statute enables cities to promote the ȰÐÕÂÌÉÃ health, safety, and general 

×ÅÌÆÁÒÅȱ of the community. Land use regulations such as zoning ordinances, 

recognize that people in a community live cooperatively and have certain 

responsibilities to one another. These regulations establish rules that govern how 

land is developed within  a municipality. Land use ordinances and programs must 

be consistent with  the adopted Comprehensive Plan. This requirement derives 

from the premise that land use decisions should not be arbitrary,  but should follow 

an accepted and reasonable concept of how the city should develop or redevelop. 

Use of the  Plan  

The Becker Comprehensive Plan presents a vision for the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ future, and an 

agenda for community action. The individual  sections outline in more specific 

terms the goals and strategies to ensure Becker retains livability,  grows in a way 

that supports the values of the community, enhances market strength, and 

continues to be sustainable. 
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Once the Comprehensive Plan has been adopted by the city council, work  on 

"ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ vision, goals and strategies does not stop. The Plan is a living document to 

be used for the dayȤtoȤday activities of city officials and staff, and should be 

referenced as needed to justify  specific actions. Elected officials, appointed  

officials, and city staff should have easy access to the Plan, and should explicitly  

reference in land use decisions. 
 

As a living document, city officials should periodically review the 0ÌÁÎȭÓ priorities,  

and check with  community residents, business owners, and other stakeholders to 

ensure that the document remains current. Reviews should be conducted regularly 

and amendments made as necessary between updates, assessing the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ 

progress toward the vision and the validity  of the vision as community 

circumstances change and unforeseen events arise. 
 

The plan provides specific recommendations to direct and manage "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ growth 

and development. Some of the changes will  come in the form of reinvestment and 

redevelopment while others will  come as the city expands its land base. As with  all 

land use decisions, implementation of these growth and redevelopment 

recommendations will  have different  levels of benefit and impact on community 

members. To realize full  potential of the Plan, it  should be used to: 

¶ Guide the city  officials  and staff  to assist with  a variety of tasks: 

- Communicating "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ vision for its future; 

- Development and infrastructure  decisions; 

- Acquisition and use of land; 

- Budgeting capital improvements; 

- Establishing regulatory changes. 
 

¶ Guide residents, businesses, and property  owners to assist them in: 

- Determining potential property  use; 

- Understanding possible land use changes in the surrounding area; 

- Establishing reasonable land value expectations; 

- Understanding future infrastructure  improvements; 

- Making improvements and investments to their  own properties. 
 

¶ Guide developers  in their  property  acquisitions, and coordinating their  

development plans with  city goals, regulations, and infrastructure  plans. 

¶ Assist neighboring  and overlapping  jurisdictions  to coordinate issues of 

mutual interest. 
 

Planning  Process  

Becker began a planning process in March 2012. It  was led by a Project Advisory 

Committee (PAC). The committee met biȤmonthly between March and November 

of 2012. During that time, the PAC solicited input  from various community 

members and hosted a community comprehensive planning workshop. Major 

issues and opportunities  that arose from citizen input  focused on land use, 

transportation, redevelopment in the TȤTown Area, housing, parks, recreation, and 

trails. See Appendix A for full  list). 
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The intuitive  input  gathered from the community was combined with  technical 

research to determine community values and develop planning principles. Goals 

and strategies were developed that reflected those principles. 

Organization  of the  Plan  

The Becker Comprehensive Plan is presented in eleven sections described as 

follows: 
 

1. Introduction  ɀ describes the 0ÌÁÎȭÓ purpose, the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ authority  to plan and 
its use. It  summarizes methods used to engage the public in major 
involvement activities including the development of a Steering Committee, 
Focus Group Meetings, and Open Houses 

2. Guiding  Principles  ɀ summarizes guiding principles that serve as an overall 
framework for this plan. The principles reflect expressed needs and desires 
of the community that were developed through a community workshop and 
biȤmonthly PAC meetings. 

3. Community  Profile  ɀ describes general population characteristics including 
age, households, age, race, ethnicity, income, education, employment 
characteristics and future population projections. 

4. Land Use ɀ identifies issues related to growth and land use, analyzes the 
current land use pattern and recommends a set of development principles, 
specific goals and strategies. 

5. TȤTown  Framework  ɀ describes key findings based on an analysis of the 
ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ current physical and socioeconomic conditions and provides a 
development strategy in which the district  could redevelop over the coming 
years. 

6. Transportation  ɀ discusses key findings of the current transportation  
network, evaluates current  and future transportation  needs, and provides a 
number of guiding principles, and recommends a series of goals and 
strategies for attaining "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ transportation  vision. 

7. Parks, Recreation,  and Trails  ɀ describes existing park, recreation, and trail  
system, defines a vision, provides a number of guiding principles and offers a 
number of goals and strategies that will  provide residents of all ages with  a 
range of active and passive recreational opportunities. 

8. Housing  ɀ provides a summary of existing housing conditions in Becker and 
plan for future development relative to need and demand. 

9. Natural  Resources ɀ summarizes "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ natural resources and establishes 
goals and strategies for their  preservation, protection, restoration, and use. 

10. Utilities  ɀ establishes key policies for timely, fiscally responsible 
management of the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ potable water, sanitary sewer, and surface water 
infrastructure  systems. 

11. Implementation  ɀ provides guidance for maintaining accountability, 
monitoring  activities, developing procedures and regulations and community 
involvement in implementation of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan. 
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Introduction  

Purpose  

This section summarizes general and specific guiding principles that serve as an 

overall framework for this Comprehensive Plan. 

Guiding  Principles  

Guiding Principles represent the basic goals of this plan and reflect the expressed 

needs and desires of the citizens of Becker that will  guide the direction of future 

development and redevelopment of the community. Together with  the plan 

elements the following  principles will  be used as a tool for guiding improvements 

and future development, evaluating proposals and furthering  "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ vision. 

Community  Image 

Becker is a vibrant  community located on a major state highway. It  is within  close 

proximity  to a strong regional center and a major metropolitan  area. Becker is also 

located along the nationally renowned Mississippi River and the Elk River, a 

significant tributary.  

Becker is city where the remnants of historical town planning coincide with  

current development patterns. The integration of these attributes form a rich and 

diverse community image and identity.  Maintaining a healthy and balanced identity  

requires the merging of both old and new elements achieved through a community 

vision and the preservation of heritage and historical buildings and the 

conservation and preservation of natural resources. The following  principles will  

help enhance the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ image and identity:  

¶ New development should reflect elements that add to the local flavor so that 

Becker becomes distinct  from other Highway 10 towns. 

¶ Study existing development patterns to determine how it  contributes to a 

positive image and determine how visually prominent  but undesirable areas 

should be upgraded, screened or eliminated. 

¶ Promote the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ extensive natural resources by attracting only the 

highest quality development. Features of the existing landscape and larger 

patterns of the environment should be considered when looking to enhance 

the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ image. 
 

Civic Involvement  

Engaged citizens provide the spirit  and energy needed to sustain a healthy and 

prosperous community. The following  principles will  help continue "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ strong 

civic involvement process: 

¶ Actively and constructively participate in the process of community 

development. 

¶ Create strong lines of communications among the city, its residents and its 

businesses. 

¶ Respect the involvement of a larger segment of its citizenry. 

¶ Instill  the same sense of responsibility  and stewardship towards the future as 

it  does towards its school and other positive aspects of Becker. 
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General Growth  

Continued growth will  necessitate Becker to look more broadly at planning efforts. 

The pattern of development created as a result of this plan should: 

¶ Be consistent with  the existing positive character of the community. 

¶ Allow for expansion of residential, commercial and industrial  uses. 

¶ Demonstrate logical and efficient extension of utilities  to serve developing 

areas. 

¶ Promote a wise use of energy and natural resources. 

¶ Recognize that certain areas may be redeveloped to make better use of the 

existing resources. 

¶ Direct growth in ways that consider public expenditures. 

¶ Maintain compatible relationships between land use, transportation, 

environmental features, community facilities and utilities.  

¶ Consider the larger community as Becker grows. 

¶ Coordinate efforts to manage growth. 

¶ Expansion should occur with  consideration of the needs of Becker Township 

by ensuring that: 

- Development is mutually beneficial. 

- Annexation, if  it  occurs, is generally orderly  and will  be done with  a 

planned growth pattern which minimizes infrastructure  and 

community services. 

- Natural and sensitive features of the larger community are protected. 

- Character of the land is protected. 
 

Land Use 

The following  land use principles describe the desired direction of future 

development and redevelopment. 

¶ Continue to develop a community that reflects the character of a ȰÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÏ×Îȱ 

and discourage development patterns that promote ȰÕÒÂÁÎ ÓÐÒÁ×ÌȱȢ 

¶ Encourage development patterns that reflect those areas generally identified  

in the Sanitary Sewer, Storm Water System Trunk Fee Analysis Plan that 

could provide urban services. 

¶ Encourage development patterns that support walkability.  

¶ Accommodate growth through sensitive planning by looking at planning 

efforts from a more holistic approach. 

¶ Support new development that reflects "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ unique qualities and 

continues to enhance its image and identity. 

¶ Encourage commercial development that provides goods and services 

required by "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ residents. 

¶ Encourage industrial  development while being sensitive to the visual and 

environmental context of the community. 

¶ Continue to support single family growth. 
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¶ Encourage medium and high density residential areas in locations that are 

close to businesses and recreational areas and serve as transition  areas to 

single family homes. 

¶ Reserve area south of Highway 10 for appropriate future industrial  use until  

such a time that current  industrial  areas reach buildȤout, infrastructure  is 

available, or an appropriate use needing large amount of land is needed. 

¶ Encourage mixed use within  the TȤTown Development area and within  

commercial nodes at major intersections in growth areas to encourage the 

integration of goods, services and housing diversity. 

¶ Support the preservation of greenways along the Elk River and Mississippi 

River corridors. 
 

TȤTown  

The following  guiding principles provide an underpinning for all aspects of TȤTown 

redevelopment, enhancement, management and maintenance activities. 

¶ The pedestrian  realm  Ȥ pedestrian scale is important.  Unlike other more 

autoȤoriented commercial areas, TȤ4Ï×ÎȭÓ appeal lies in its compact, 

walkable form where pedestrians can experience the charm and character of 

ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȭ rich materials and make eye contact or conversation with  

neighbors along the street. The quality of a ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ walking experience 

through TȤTown is the measure of its success as a place. 

¶ Share the street  ɀ TȤTown is multiȤmodal, more than any place else in the 

city, relies on multiple  modes of transportation:  walking, and bicycling, auto, 

and transit. All of these modes are respected and accommodated in a vibrant  

and thriving  downtown. 

¶ Preserve and strengthen  neighborhoods  surrounding  TȤTown  Ȥ The 

connections between TȤTown and the surrounding neighborhoods should be 

strengthened. A vital  TȤTown is surrounded by vital  neighborhoods and vice 

versa. TȤTown has a mix of residential uses in and surrounding it  that provide 

feet and eyes on the street, enhancing public safety, social interaction and 

economic vitality.  

¶ Program  events and ȰÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇÓȱ in  public  spaces Ȥ Activities should be 

planned for public spaces that will  attract and entertain visitors and residents 

of all ages in TȤTown on a regular basis. 

¶ Buildings  should  remain  but  uses can change Ȥ TȤ4Ï×ÎȭÓ historic buildings 

should remain a relative constant. The uses within  buildings may change as 

business come and go but the buildings themselves should remain and be 

maintained in a state of good repair. 

¶ Mix  it  up Ȥ As "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ original  downtown core, TȤTown is the best place for 

continuing the tradition  of providing a mix of retail, service, entertainment 

and residential uses on multiple  stories and side by side. 
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Transportation  

The following  principles reflect the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ desire to provide a safe, 

convenient, multiȤmodal, and environmentallyȤresponsible transportation  system 

for Becker and surrounding area: 

¶ Develop a system of streets that is consistent with  the existing transportation  

patterns throughout the community, which provides an efficient network  of 

routes that separate traffic  according to length of trip,  speed, and land 

accessibility. 

¶ Ensure that places will  be better connected, in part to improve the function of 

the transportation  network  and also to better serve residential, commercial, 

and industrial  developments. Street patterns should minimize circuitous 

travel because it  increases trip  length, time, fuel consumption and emissions. 

¶ Local street design should permit  flexibility  in community design and allow 

streets that are compatible with  all design objectives of a neighborhood, such 

as the creation of more intimate urbanȤ or villageȤscaled streetscapes. 

¶ Create a network  of pedestrian systems that will  create walking and biking 

opportunities  throughout the community. 

¶ Enhance public transit  when the community grows to a scale that can support 

such services and facilities. 
 

Parks, Recreation and  Trails  

The following  guiding principles provide a framework for developing and 

enhancing "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ park and trail  system: 

¶ Develop parks and preserve open space as integral parts of the community. 

¶ Design parks to serve a variety of uses, ranging from miniȤparks and 

neighborhood parks to community parks and special use parks. 

¶ Parks within  the system should be accessible and provide balanced recreation 

opportunities  for all residents of all ages. 

¶ Park land should not be ȰÌÅÆÔȤÏÖÅÒȱ or undevelopable parcels, rather they 

should be buildable for active recreation and of high natural resource quality 

(landscape displaying biodiversity  in both flora and fauna) for passive 

recreation. 

¶ Parks should be well  integrated into neighborhoods and to each other, and 

should be visible from other uses. 

¶ Parks and open space should serve as green space within  the community by 

providing natural ȰÂÒÅÁÔÈÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍȱ from the built  environment for people 

and healthy habitats for urban wildlife.  

¶ Develop a high quality, interconnected trail  system that emphasizes harmony 

with  the natural environment while providing recreation and transportation  

as a means to link  parks and open space together. 

¶ Develop and adopt a Park and Trail  System Plan that will  guide the 

development and enhancement of "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ parks and trails  and ensures the 

elements are continually assessed, maintained, and upgraded to sustain 

"ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ image as an attractive small town and walkable community. 
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Natural Resources  

The following  guiding principles reflect the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ desire to preserve and 

protect its sensitive natural resources and scenic areas: 

¶ Balance the need to develop with  the need to protect and conserve significant 

wildlife  habitat, recreational, and agricultural  areas. 

¶ Protect the sensitive natural and scenic areas of Becker including the Elk 

River and Mississippi River Corridors, oak woodlands, grasslands, and prime 

agricultural  lands. 

¶ Integrate environmentally sensitive and sustainable practices into new and 

redeveloped areas. 

¶ Provide interconnected greenway corridors  between larger patches of 

undeveloped spaces, such as woodlands, grasslands and riparian  habitats to 

ensure survival of community wildlife.  

¶ Support the preservation of greenways along the Elk River and Mississippi 

River Corridors 
 

Housing  

The following  guiding principles reflect "ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ desire to provide a diverse range 

of housing options to all residents. 

¶ Provide available housing to attract both renters and homeowners from 

young adults to seniors. 

¶ Provide a range of housing options within  neighborhoods that make it  

affordable for young families and adults and seniors to live. 

¶ Provide a diversity  of single family home and rental unit  standards that 

contribute to the aesthetics of the community as a whole. 

¶ Provide the means for rehabilitating  older, viable housing stock at various 

locations throughout Becker. 
 

Utilities and Public  Facilities  

The following  guiding principles reflect the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ desire to provide 

residents with  key public facilities and support the functions of those who serve 

the public. 

¶ Support controlled development through the use of public service extensions. 

¶ Work with  Becker Schools to ensure longȤterm educational needs are met and 

that they continue to be an important  part of Becker community life. 

¶ Work with  Xcel Energy to add capacity at substation. 
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Purpose  

The purpose this section is to provide a summary of background information  and 

relevant demographic and economic information  based on 2010 Census data. The 

analysis of this data is important  to understanding historical conditions and future 

development and growth potential for the City of Becker. 

History and  Regional  Setting  

History  

The City of Becker was incorporated in 1904, and named after the Mayor of St. 

Paul, George Loomis Becker, who was also land commissioner for St. Paul and 

Pacific Railroad. Even before incorporation, Becker was a busy town with  the 

building of the railroad station in 1867 as numerous emigrants, mostly 

Scandinavian descent, searched the area for settlement and land. Becker was also 

an agricultural  area, like most cities in the first  half of the 20th century as it  

produced wheat, oats, corn, and potatoes. But, with  the continued building of a hay 

press, general stores and electrical lines, Becker had come full  circle and was ready 

for incorporation  at the turn  of the century. 
 

The first  50 years were marked by the establishment of the infrastructure  that is 

still  in existence today. The business district  along Hancock Street was established 

with  institutions  such as the township school, banks, and churches. The last 

50 years have been the building blocks to what the city is today. In 1951, a fourȤ 

lane highway was built  that moved all of the local businesses, which resulted in 

traffic  going by instead of through Becker. 
 

In 1972, the city agreed to terms with  Xcel %ÎÅÒÇÙȭÓ ɀ Sherco plant opening in 

1976. The annexation of six sections of land changed the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ total acreage of 

property  from 920 acres to 5,063. 

Regional Setting 

Becker lies in the southern portion  of Sherburne County in central Minnesota, 16 

miles from St. Cloud and 45 miles from downtown Minneapolis (Figure 3.1). 

Nearby communities ɀ all within  10 miles Ȥ include Clear Lake, Monticello and Big 

Lake. 
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Figure  3.1 ɀ Regional Location  Map 
 
 

 


