City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of January 5, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, January 5, 2021 via
Zoom.
Mike
1.

Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick Hendrickson, Robin Dingmann,
Doering, and Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in attendance.

Mayor Elect, Tracy Bertram, Council Member Elect Mike Doering, and Council Member
Becky Olmscheid were sworn into office by City Clerk, Julie Blesi. It was noted
that due to Covid- 19 and the Emergency Orders, the Oath of Office were read and
signed by each Council Member prior to tonight's meeting and were witnessed by the
City Clerk' s office as required by Statute before completing any business in 2021.
Elect,

2.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the January 5, 2021 Council Meeting to order at 5: 05 p. m.

3.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

4.

Minutes from the December 15, 2020 City Council and Executive Session meetings were
reviewed.
Doering / Olmscheid motioned to approve the minutes. Mayor Bertram and
Council Members Dingmann, Doering, and Olmscheid voted in favor of the motion.
Council Member Hendrickson

5.

The motion carried.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve the agenda as presented for January 5, 2021.
All Council Members

6.

abstained.

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Doering / Dingmann motioned as per Minnesota Statute 13D. 05 to close the meeting for
labor

The

All Council Members

negotiations.

motion carried.

present voted

in favor

of

the motion.

The

The meeting went into recess at 5: 11 p. m.
5: 36 p. m.

City Attorney, Scott Lepak, gave a brief recap
of the negotiations, which included the following:
open

meeting

resumed at

Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc.
Duration: 2

years —

Wages: Two

January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022
2%) in January 2021 and three percent ( 3%) in January

percent (

2022

Vacation: Add a 20- year accumulation rate of 240 hours per year with a
maximum 200- hour accumulation
Uniforms: The existing $ 750 uniform reimbursement allowance would be
by twenty- five dollars ($ 25) per year.

increased

Field Training Officer:
January 1, 2021

Increase from the existing $ 1/ hour to $ 1. 50/ hour on

Construction and General Laborers Local 363
Duration: 2

years —

Wages: Two

January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022
2%) in January 2021 and three percent ( 3%) in January

percent (

2022
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Vacation: Add a 20- year accumulation rate of 240 hours per year with a
maximum 200- hour accumulation
Boots: Increase boot
adjust

2- year

allowance

purchase options

from existing $

200 by ten dollars each year and

to $ 420 ( so the amounts can be used all in one

year where needed)

Premium Pays: Increase the premium pays for the following events:
o
Response Premium: Snowplow operators responding to a snow and/ or ice
event will be given a response premium of
forty- five dollars ($ 45) for
every call out they respond under this contract. A response premium
does not apply to early starts, shift extensions, or regular shifts.
o
Employees in water and wastewater assigned to on- call duty shall receive
one hundred ten dollars per week.

Mr. Lepak asked for any questions or a motion to approve the two resolutions.
Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 02, a resolution ratifying a

labor agreement between the City of Becker and Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc.
335. All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 03, a resolution ratifying a
agreement between the City of Becker and City Employees' LIUNA Local 363. All

labor

Council Members

7.

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

8.

Council reviewed committee meetings.
Joint Powers Fire Board

met on

December 21, 2020

and accepted a $

100

donation; appointed Luke Babler to represent Becker Township on the Fire Relief
Association; and discussed the new fire truck which they anticipated receiving
around the first of February.
Joint Planning Board met and discussed a boundary adjustment, which they
passed.

Budget and Finance met discussed the current financials, had an update on the

water/ sewer rate study, went over the CARES funding, and discussed bonding
scenarios.

9.

Mayor Bertram presented the 2021 organizational and committee appointments, which
15th.

discussed

Hendrickson
by Council during the Executive Session on December
Olmscheid motioned to approve Resolution 21- 01, a resolution making annual
appointments and designations for the organizational structure for the City of Becker for

were

the

year

2021.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the motion.

The motion

carried.

10. Finance Director, Connie Robinson,

presented a summary of the CARES funding. The
CARES Act provided federal funds to the State of Minnesota, which the Legislature and

the Governor distributed to local governments throughout Minnesota to deal with the
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financial impacts

COVID- 19.

The

City

Becker

365, 852 in July from the
The City of Becker
completed monthly reports to the State to show compliance, of which the final report
State. There

of

were parameters

was submitted on

405, 572. 68. The

expenditures

amount was over the

technology

24th.

November

received $

utilization.

Total expenditures due to COVID- 19 were

for the Fire Fund totaled $ 47, 397. 15. The spend

CARES funds

upgrade was

of

that had to be followed for

the final

by $ 39, 720. 68. The City Council Chambers

project

to

use

the CARES funds. Therefore, the

be taken from the Administration

Revolving Capital Account. The final step
in the CARES funding process was to prepare reconciling entries to each fund that had
excess will

expenditures related

to COVID- 19.

AS part of that process, the Finance Department

was preparing the entries and they would be included in the December financials.
11. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a request to enter into a Legislative
Services Agreement with Lockridge Grindal Nauen to represent Becker during the 2021
and

2022 Legislative

City

pursued additional capital

sessions.

annual costs associated with

2022 to be

This agreement covered the next two sessions as the
investment

this

and

transportation

agreement were $

funding

12, 000 for 2021

for Becker. The

and $

30, 000 for

monthly from the Future Improvements Fund. Doering / Dingmann
motioned to approve the Legislative Services Agreement with Lockridge Grindal Nauen.
paid

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

12. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented Resolution 21- 04 to approve a
supplemental

letter

agreement with

Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. ( SEH) for Sprint

Prosperity Avenue water tower. Sprint had held a lease with
the City for many years, allowing them to place equipment and antennas on the
Prosperity Avenue Water Tower and the site. To do that, the City wanted their
proposals to be reviewed by SEH to make sure everything was sound from a mechanical
and engineering standpoint. The lease agreement in place called for the costs
associated with this project to be the responsibility of the tenant, in this case Sprint/ TMobile. The City would only move this agreement with SEH forward if Sprint/ T- Mobile
agreed to the reimbursement terms the City had proposed. Doering / Hendrickson
motioned to approve Resolution 21- 04, a resolution approving a supplemental letter
agreement with SEH for telecommunication services: Sprint keep at Prosperity Water
equipment upgrades at

Tower.

the

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.

13. Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented Resolution 21- 05 to approve a
supplemental

letter

agreement with

SEH for 2021 bituminous

street

improvements. The

City had been working on the Streets Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP) and confirming
streets

to be called out for

work

in 2021.

The supplemental letter agreement would

allow the engineering to begin and would get the City in position for getting the projects
out

for bid in

cover

the

a

favorable time frame. The 2021 Street CIP budget had the funds to

supplemental

letter

agreement.

Hendrickson / Olmscheid motioned to

approve Resolution 21- 05, a resolution approving a supplemental letter agreement with
SEH for 2021

street

improvements. All Council Members present voted in favor of the

motion. The motion carried.

14. Bartt Gevens, Recreation Manager, presented a request to replace the Becker

Community

Center ( BCC)

pool

lights.

Currently the BCC pool deck had 25 halide light
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fixtures ( 175 watt) and staff was looking to replace the existing lights with LED die- cast
lights ( 26

aluminum
pool

deck,

watt).

The change in lighting would help to increase light on the

provide a cost savings, and

dated

held to

upgrade

the

cosmetics of

that space. The

current lights
the dim side. The increased lighting on the pool deck
would increase the safety in a space that comes with risk management. The
replacement of the dated lighting would also give it a more modern look and provide
consistent lighting. The BCC could see an annual energy savings of about $2, 526. 78 per
were

and on

year. The proposed lights were suitable for wet locations, that would help to maintain
the life

of

the light in

an area

that has

constant moisture and chemical

in the area.

Due

to the scarcity of this product, staff was only able to obtain one quote from a vendor
that carried this specific item. Staff would look into replacing the wiring and report back
to Council.

building

The cost of the project was $ 7, 363. 75 that would come from the 2020

improvements CIP.

Winlectric for
present voted

Olmscheid /

Hendrickson motioned to approve engaging

completion of the replacement of

in favor

of

the

motion.

the BCC

pool

lights. All Council Members

The motion carried.

15. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of
the following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for BCC and Public Works — Streets.
EDA and Planning Commission appointments
EDA — Kathy Hollenhorst
Planning Commission — Justin Robinson
Resolution 21- 06 accepting a monetary donation from Buhlum Chi, LLC for the
Police Department

Partial Pay Request No. 3 for Astech Corp in the amount of $35, 221. 91 for 2020
Street Improvements.
Hendrickson / Olmscheid motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as
presented.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

carried.

16. Olmscheid /
and

Dingmann motioned to pay the bills including checks 4941 through 5155

101973 through 102051.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

17. Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries for the month of January:
Jason Henderson, Golf Course Assistant, 4 years full- time, but has been with the

City for 22 years
Caleb Hanson, Police Officer, 1 year

18. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

19. Dingmann /

Meeting

at

Hendrickson motioned to adjourn the January 5, 2021 Regular City Council
6: 19 p. m.

All Council Members present

voted

motion carried.
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in favor

of

the

motion.

The

5A,z̀fAi)
Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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