City of Becker

City Council Regular Meeting of February 2, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 at
12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker.

Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick
Doering, and Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in

Hendrickson, Robin Dingmann, Mike
attendance.

1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the February 2, 2021 Council Meeting to order at 5: 01 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the January 19, 2021 City Council and Executive Session meetings were
reviewed.

Doering /

present voted

4.

Dingmann /

2021.
5.

Dingmann

in favor

of

the

motioned

motion.

to

approve

the minutes.

All Council Members

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to approve the agenda as presented for February 2,

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited Sherburne County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney, to the podium to
the Sherburne

County Attorney' s Office annual report. Ms. Heaney noted a few
changes as the office was reorganized last year following the retirement of Sam
present

Wertheimer. This included a new lead in both the Civil Division and Criminal Division.

Dawn Nyhlls, the lead in the Criminal Division, was also present at the meeting to
answer

questions.

any

Ms. Heaney then noted some statistics from 2020:

53 felony cases
35 gross misdemeanors
456 total cases
The

County

received $

7, 850. 21 in fines that went back to the County for their

work

14%

increase in felony cases County-wide
Decrease in gross misdemeanors, misdemeanors, and petty misdemeanors due
to COVID- 19

Ms. Heaney thanked Becker Police Chief, Brent Baloun, and his staff for all their work
helpfulness. She briefly described how they have handled

and she appreciated their
court cases

due to COVID- 19.

She was thanked her for her time and report.

Next, Mayor Bertram invited Jean Johnson to the podium to give an update on the Farm
Friends Barn.

Ms. Johnson said it had been an exciting and productive year. They put

the barn down on its permanent foundation and got their final inspection approved.

They had
offered

been working on restoring the barn with the help of volunteers.
a $ 10, 000 matching donation, which they matched in December.

A farmer had

They are

continuing to raise funds to build a milk house and are always looking at other barns
that would potentially have parts that they could use.
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She was excited about potentially hosting some classes in the summer and was planning
some

fall

events.

She was thanked her for the update and her hard work.

Mayor Bertram asked if there was anyone else that wanted to speak during the Open
Forum with no response.
6.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Budget and Finance did an inventory at Pebble Creek recently with no
discrepancies.

They also discussed the preliminary audit work that was done,

looked at financials through December 31, 2020, which were still preliminary.

They noted that the Becker Community Center was hit hardest due to COVID- 19.
Parks &

Recreation met and went over projects done in 2020 including the dog

park and Carl E Johnson park equipment, as well as previewed potential 2021

projects. They also discussed operations during COVID- 19, the senior center,
which was moving along slowly, and the warming house, which was not open.
Joint Powers Fire Board

met and elected chairs, received a $

200 donation from

Mid Minnesota Insurance, discussed calls for the year ( 509) which were up from
last year, and the new truck which should be in their possession in a few weeks.

Planning Commission met and elected officers — Rick Hendrickson as Chair and
Mary Jo Cobb as Vice Chair. They discussed zoning text amendments, especially
related to building heights, racetrack, and the comprehensive plan.
Golf Committee met and discussed year end financials and forecasts, pond
restoration, the new deck, and potential clubhouse expansion to accommodate
the golf simulators.

7.

City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of
the following:

Hiring and Termination Reports for Becker Police Department and Becker
Community Center.
Donation Acceptance from the Becker Lions for $ 3, 000 for park shelter at

Snuffy' s Landing.
Shoes for Crews Agreement

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as presented.
All Council Members

8.

Hendrickson /
and

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 5292 through 5418

102164 through 102254.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

9.

Mayor Bertram announced the anniversaries for the month of February:
Tony Narhgang, Administrative Support Specialist, 2 years
Christine Olin, Accounting Clerk, 4 years
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David Rydberg, Police Officer, 4 years
Michael Barringer, Water Operator, 21 years
Chris Kroll, WWTF Operator, 3 years
Robert Rierson, WWTF Operator, 16 years

10. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

11. Hendrickson /

Meeting

at

Olmscheid motioned to adjourn the February 2, 2021 Regular City Council

5: 41 p. m.

All Council Members present

voted

motion carried.

4%\
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Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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in favor

of

the

motion.

The

