City of Becker
City Council Regular Meeting of February 16, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at
12060 Sherburne Avenue, Becker. Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick
Hendrickson, Robin Dingmann, Mike

Doering,

Becky Olmscheid. Guests were in

and

attendance.

1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the February 16, 2021 Council Meeting to order at 5: 00 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the February 2, 2021 City Council and Executive Session meetings were
reviewed.
Dingmann / Doering motioned to approve the minutes. All Council Members

4.

present voted

in favor

Hendrickson /

Olmscheid motioned to approve the agenda as presented for February 16,

2021.

5.

of

the

The motion carried.

motion.

All Council Members present

voted

in favor

of

the motion.

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

6.

Hendrickson /

Doering motioned pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D. 05,
subdivision 2( b) to close the meeting for preliminary consideration of allegations or
charges against an
voted

in favor

of

individual

the

motion.

subject

The

to Council authority. All Council Members present

motion carried.

The meeting went into recess at 5: 02

p. m.
The

open meeting resumed at 5: 43 p. m.
City Attorney Scott Lepak said Council had
discussed the matter and came to a consensus. Hendrickson / Doering motioned to

terminate Heather Slagle' s employment

with the City of Becker. Mayor Bertram and
Council Members Hendrickson, Doering, and Olmscheid voted in favor of the motion.

Council Member Dingmann
7.

abstained.

The motion carried.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Personnel Committee met and all the items discussed were on the agenda.

EDA met and discussed the current housing market in Becker, of which inventory
very low.

They also received updates on bonding, transition grants, the
the comprehensive plan. They also discussed the
Request for Proposal ( RFP) for housing, which would be discussed at the

was

proposed solar projects, and

Executive Session.

Public Works Committee met and discussed the sidewalk snow removal
be

forthcoming. They also discussed Recycle
Day, Al Foss' s decision to delay his retirement, truck routes, and the wastewater

ordinance, and an update would

agenda item.
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8.

Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented a request for City support of a
cooperative application for a Local Road Improvement Project ( LRIP) Grant with the
97th

Street SE. The City had been
City, Becker Township, and Clear Lake Township for
approached by engineers for Becker Township regarding improvements for 97th Street
SE. The Township wanted to submit this project for a LRIP Grant. Since this road
crossed over three jurisdictions, they wanted to submit one grant application showing
support from all three communities for the improvements. City staff had identified this
road as needing replacement and had it scheduled in the Streets Capital Improvement
Plan ( CIP) for 2023. Because of this, the timing lined up well for the City as the grant
funds would need to be used in 2022 or 2023 should they be awarded for this project.
The Public Works Committee discussed this and was in favor of giving the support since
the timing lined up with the City' s plans. It was also discussed that the grant award
could trigger some upgrades to the road that might go beyond what the City would

desire

or

be willing to fund.

If the cost of the upgrades outpaces the amount of grant

funds, staff would recommend stepping away from the joint project and proceeding on
its timelines. Mr. Knutson noted that giving support to the grant effort did not cost
anything unless the City was awarded and acted on the project. Doering / Dingmann
motioned to approve Resolution 21- 11, a resolution supporting and participating in a
Local Road Improvement ( LIRP) Grant

Members
9.

present voted

in favor

of

the

application
motion.

for

97th

Street SE.

All Council

The motion carried.

City Clerk, Julie Blesi, presented an RFP for a job classification and total compensation
study for the City. Some of the highlights of the RFP included:
Requested Services:

New classification system for job positions.

Update to job description template using current job descriptions supplementing
where needed.

Completing required pay equity report in 2022.
Alternative pay

structure

for

part- time / seasonal employees to standardize

across departments and meet pay equity standards.
Optional Services:

Completing all future Pay Equity Reports.
Review of new / revised job descriptions annually.
Completing a wage / labor market survey annually for implementation of a
general wage increase across all grades and steps.

Staff anticipated a May 4, 2021 as a tentative date to consider a contract for the
Study. This was budgeted for in 2021. Hendrickson / Olmscheid

Compensation

motioned to approve sending out the RFP for Job Classification and Total Compensation
Study. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.
10. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented Council with the 2020 4th Quarter

financials.

She stated that total revenues for 2020 exceeded budgeted amounts by
The CARES funding of $366, 000 was a significant contributor to the overage.
Golf revenues were positive to budget, while the Community Center revenues were
negative to the budget. Both areas were impacted in different directions by COVID
785, 000.
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restrictions.

The Water/ Sewer/ Industrial Sewer Enterprise Fund, taken together

outperformed

budget

status,

budgeted
despite

revenue as well.

including

expenditures of

expenditures were $ 553, 000 under

the impact

limiting

of

COVID

Total expenditures achieved a lower than
the COVID

relief

funding.

Net

budget. Cost control measures were effective in
both Golf

restrictions on

and

the

Community

Center. The

Water/ Sewer/ Industrial Sewer Enterprise Fund, taken together delivered under budget
on expense

items

as well.

The Budget & Finance Committee had reviewed the

December 2020 financials.

Staff was currently preparing year end reconciliation entries

for the 2020 annual audit, which would take place the week of March 29th

11. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented a request to call for a Public Hearing on
the proposal to adopt a five- year street reconstruction plan and the intent to issue
8, 600, 000 in General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds.

She stated that during

the 2020 budget process, several street reconstruction projects were identified within a
five- year timeline that

would require significant

funding

over

the period.

Further

detailed study of those potential projects by Public Works, Finance, City staff, and
engineering consultants had highlighted that accelerating selected projects into a
timeframe would benefit the City. Benefits were two-fold: First a cost
savings may be achieved by avoiding inflation on construction costs and mitigating the
risk of further deterioration and delamination that could quickly lead to more than a
street reconstruction project. In addition, cost savings may be seen by motivated,
mobilized bidders. The second area of benefit to accelerating the reconstruction of
streets was to take advantage of historically low interest rates. Current rates available
to the City, based on the City's favorable credit rating, made funding available at low
borrowing costs. The five- year projects totaled approximately $ 13. 1 million and the
condensed

recommended issuance amount of General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds was
not

to

exceed $

regular capital

levy

8. 6

million.

The

improvement

amount above the $

levy

amount was $ 910, 963 and was

8. 6 million would be covered by the

She also noted that the current debt service

process.

being

retired

to $ 25, 000 in 2022. The new debt

levy after the issuance of the $ 8. 6 million bond would be $ 979, 900. There was
minimal difference in overall debt levy from year to year as a result of this bonding
activity. Doering / Hendrickson motioned to call for a Public Hearing to be held on
service

March 2, 2021 to consider the proposal to adopt a five- year street reconstruction plan
and the

intent to issue $ 8. 6 million in General Obligation Street Reconstruction Bonds.

All Council Members present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion passed.

12. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented the Consent Agenda consisting of the
following:
Hiring and Termination Reports for Pebble Creek Golf Club and Becker
Community Center.
Resolution 20- 10 Acceptance of a Donation from the Eddy Foundation for $4, 000
for general police equipment.

Resolution 20- 09 authorizing the Mayor and the City Administrator to enter into
revised Amendment No. 4 to the Antenna Site Agreement with Sprint Spectrum

Realty Company, LLC to extend the term of the agreement and update portions
of the agreement.
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Partial Pay Request No. 6 for Knife River Corporation in the amount of
50, 931. 42 for 2019 Bituminous Street & Trail Improvements.

Personnel Policy Update for Sick Leave Donation.
Safety Committee Funding and Approval for Expenditures Policy.
Telecommuting Policy.
Wellness Policy, which superseded the previous policy.
Certification of Adoption for the City of Becker Water Supply Plan.
Hendrickson /

Doering motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as presented.

All Council Members present voted in favor

13. Dingmann /
and

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 5419 through 5572

102255 through 102360. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

14. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

15.

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to adjourn the February 16, 2021 Regular City Council
Meeting at 6: 07 p. m. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. The
motion carried.
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Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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