City of Becker

City Council Regular Meeting of May 18, 2021

The Becker City Council met in regular session at 5: 00 p. m. on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 12060
Sherburne Avenue, Becker.
Robin Dingmann, Mike

Present: Mayor Tracy Bertram, Council Members Rick Hendrickson,

Doering,

and

Olmscheid.

Becky

Guests were in attendance.

1.

Mayor Tracy Bertram called the May 18, 2021 City Council Meeting to order at 5: 00 p. m.

2.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.

Minutes from the May 4, 2021 City Council and Executive Session Meetings were
reviewed.

Members

4.

present voted

Hendrickson /
2021.

5.

Dingmann / Hendrickson

in favor

of

motioned

the

motion.

to

approve

the

minutes.

All Council

The motion carried.

Olmscheid motioned to approve the agenda as presented for May 18,

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion carried.

Mayor Bertram invited guests to speak during the Guests and Open Forum with no
response.

6.

Council reviewed committee meetings.

Fire Relief Association held a special meeting to discuss the ratification to
increase the benefit

of

the Relief Association from $ 4, 000 to $ 5, 000.

Public Works met and approved the street department to try a new sealant on a
segment of Third Street from Hancock Street to Brenda Boulevard, discussed the

Liberty Paper, Inc. ( LPI) agreement, and
really well. Special thanks to Northern Metal Recycling

open maintenance position,

recycling day,
for hosting the event.

which went

the

Joint Powers Fire Board met and accepted a donation from Clear Lake Lions for
10, 000 and discussed the call volume for April, which was high.
7.

Public Works Director, Phil Knutson, presented an access easement agreement and site

Energy Equity, LLC ( NEE). Mr. Knutson stated that as they
have worked through the solar project at the Wastewater Treatment Facility ( WWTF),
two things had come up.
lease

1)

amendment with

New

Since there were two parcels involved and the array sat on one parcel and the
road access was on the other parcel, access needed to be granted to both
parcels.

2)

A new requirement by the State of Minnesota needed the site lease agreement
to state that the landlord would not do anything to impede the sunlight to the
array.

These changes did not impact anything the City was doing and were more of a
formality. Public Works Committee reviewed and supported the project. Staff had
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reached out

to legal for review and

they

approved

it

Hendrickson / Dingmann

as well.

motioned to approve Resolution 21- 40, a resolution authorizing staff to enter into an
access easement agreement and site lease amendment ( solar easement) with New

Energy Equity,

LLC.

All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The

motion carried.

8.

Public Works Director, Phil Knutson, presented the 2020 Well Number 7 Transmission
Watermain, Contract C.
2020

and

the bids

He reminded Council that this project went for bid in June of

July

were opened

14, 2020.

Because this project was included in the

State Bonding Award, the City had to delay awarding the contract until the grant
agreements were completed with Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development ( DEED).

Now that the agreements were in place, staff wanted to move

the project forward by awarding the bid.
Five

contractors

with

Northdale Construction

had bid

on

the project

being

with

bids ranging from $ 802, 039 to $ 989, 061

the low bid.

Since the bids were opened last year,

there had been material price changes as verified
overall price

had

gone

to $ 941, 099. 08.

increased $ 128, 541. 96.

City

throughout the

by engineering. The change to
The primary driver being the pipe, which

the

Northdale Construction had stayed in communication with the

they

to do the

Staff felt that awarding the bid
was in the best interest of the project, as rejecting the bids and going back out for bid
wait as

wanted

work.

could jeopardize the project for this year and could open even bigger increases in overall
Staff' s

cost.

recommendation was

to award Contract C to Northdale Construction.

project was reviewed and supported

by

the Public Works Committee.

The

Doering /

Olmscheid motioned to approve Resolution 21- 41, a resolution awarding Contract C for
the 2020 Well No. 7 transmission watermain project.

in favor

9.

of

the motion.

All Council Members present voted

The motion carried.

Public Services Director, Phil Knutson, presented the 2020 New Municipal Wellfield,
Contract A: Well 7 and 8 construction project. This project had gone for bid in June of
2020

and

Bonding
DEED,

the bids

Award

were opened

staff wanted

contractor,

July

and therefore was

14, 2020. This project was included in the State

delayed.

Now that the agreements were in place with

to move the project forward

Traut Companies, bid

on

the project.

by awarding the bid. Only one
This company had done all the well

development on the property and were very knowledgeable of the property. Traut
Companies had
original

base

stayed connected on

price was $

256, 680.

the

project and wanted

to do the

work.

Their

Since the bid was held for 10 months, there had been

a slight increase on the project of$ 7, 150, as reflected in Change Order Number One.

Staff felt keeping the contract in place and awarding the bid to Traut Companies was in
the best interest

the project and the

City. This project was reviewed and supported
by
Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve Resolution
21- 42, a resolution awarding Contract A for the 2020 new municipal wellfield: Well 7 and
of

the Public Works Committee.

8

construction.

All Council Members present

voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

carried.

10. Golf Superintendent, Jason Scharfencamp, presented a request for Cart Path
maintenance at Hole 13. The asphalt on this path was crumbing, uneven, and had
potholes forming in it. Staff explored different options to repair this section, but due to
the severity of damage it was decided that the best option was to strip the material,
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create a new

base,

and

do

a

full

new pour.

Three quotes were received to complete the

Public Works removed approximately six inches of material and replaced it with
reclaimed asphalt gravel from previous road projects, which helped keep costs lower.
project.

The Golf Committee reviewed the project and recommended moving forward with it.
The 2021 budget included $
count as $

15, 000 for Cart Path Maintenance and this project would
Doering / Olmscheid motioned to approve

12, 000 toward that amount.

Central Minnesota
present voted

Paving

in favor

of

to complete the project

the motion.

on

Hole 13.

All Council Members

The motion carried.

11. Public Works and Parks Assistant Director, Chris Lisson, presented a request for the
panel replacement at

Lift Station Number 16.

He stated that the control panel and

many of the internal components were 23 years old and staff would expect a 20- year
life from

a

lift

station control panel.

Staff recommended the replacement of the existing
control panel with a new control panel built by Total Control Systems and installation by
Hubbard Electric

discussed

was

total cost ( plus 10 percent contingency) of$ 31, 515. This project
recommended by the Public Works Committee.
Doering /

at a

and

Hendrickson motioned to approve Resolution 21- 35, a resolution approving the
replacement of
voted

in favor

the lift state

of

the motion.

number

16

control panel.

All Council Members present

The motion carried.

12. Public Works and Parks Assistant Director, Chris Lisson, presented a request for:
1)

Approval of final plans and specifications for converting cell number four of the
WWTF biofilter to a solids dump station for use by City staff for maintenance
activities related to cleaning the City's sanitary sewer system including lift station
wet wells, the City' s stormwater collection system, and various structures
contained within the WWTF;

2)

Authorization from Council to go out for bids for this project; and

3)

Approval of the Wenck ( now Stantec) proposal to provide the City of Becker with
bidding assistance and construction administration services for the biofilter to
dump station modification process.

Staff

recommended

this conversion to address four problems. The savings from

investing in a new dump station versus outsourcing annual lift station cleaning had the
paying for itself in approximately 10 years. The project was discussed and
recommended by the Public Works Committee. The 2021 Domestic and Industrial
Wastewater Capital Improvement Plan ( CIP) had $ 175, 000 each budgeted for this
station

project.

Doering / Dingmann motioned to approve resolution 21- 38, a resolution

approving
motion.

al

three items requested.

All Council members present voted in favor of the

The motion carried.

13. Public Works and Parks Assistant Direct, Chris Lisson, presented a request to modify the
wastewater treatment agreement between the City of Becker and Liberty Paper, Inc.
LPI).
LPI had submitted a request to the City asking for an increase in the daily flow
allowance.
This request was based on a technical memo prepared by Wenck on August
13, 2020. Staff reviewed the memo and request by LPI and determined a new limit of
700, 000 gpd ( up from 600, 000 gpd) would meet LPI' s discharge needs now and into the
and would not negatively impact the
City' s WWTF. Staff was also working on

future
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City' s NPDES permit to reflect this change. Doering / Dingmann motioned
to approve Resolution 21- 37, a resolution approving the amended " Wastewater
amending the

Treatment Agreement between the City of Becker, Minnesota and Liberty Paper, Inc."
All Council Members present

reflecting a flow limit increase to the City of 100, 000 gdp.
voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.

14. Finance Director, Connie Robinson, presented a resolution committing specific revenue
in special revenue funds. She stated that the Governmental Accounting
Standards Board ( GASB) had a statement that identified special revenue funds and the
revenue sources within this type of fund. According to GASB Statement 54, revenue
sources

sources are restricted or committed to expenditures for specified purposes other than
debt

service or capital projects.

The City was required by this statement to formulize

the commitment of the specific revenue sources to specified purposes by resolution.
The

resolution presented would

satisfy the

requirement.

Hendrickson / Dingmann

motioned to approve Resolution 21- 36, a resolution committing specific revenue sources
in special revenue funds. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.
The motion carried.

15. City Administrator, Greg Pruszinske, presented a revised Consent Agenda consisting of
the following:

Hiring and Termination Reports for Becker Community Center, Police
Department, and Pebble Creek Golf Club

Full Disclosure Dissemination Agent Agreement

Resolution 21- 39 for a Premise Permit Application for Becker Big Lake Ice
Association at Los Ortizes Mexican Restaurant

Resolution 21- 34 Appointing Lorrie Franz as Interim Finance Director
Dingmann /
presented.

Hendrickson motioned to approve the revised Consent Agenda as
All Council Members

present voted

in favor

of

the

motion.

The motion

carried.

16. Hendrickson /
and

Olmscheid motioned to pay the bills including checks 6337 through 6542

102846 through 102954.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

17. Mayor Bertram asked if there was anything else for the betterment of Becker with no
response.

18.

Doering / Hendrickson motioned to adjourn the May 18, 2021 Regular City Council
Meeting at 5: 35 p. m. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. The
motion carried.
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Susan Nache, Deputy Clerk
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