SHERCO

SOLAR

2400 MW
On approx. 3,000
acres of land*

WHAT IS IT?
At the recommendation of Xcel Energy the City of Becker and Becker
Township have engaged in a joint effort to plan for future solar energy
proactively and responsibly. According to Xcel, they will consider local
input when evaluating future requests for proposals (RFPs) for solar
farms. In response, the City and Township formed a Solar Overlay
Group. The purpose of this group is to identify appropriate locations
and design standards for solar energy infrastructure that work
symbiotically for the City, Township, Xcel, and other solar energy
providers without jeopardizing future development potential of the
City and Township. An effort like this has no precedent in Minnesota.
Just as Xcel is planning and implementing for their future needs for
alternative energy sources, the City and Township must take measures
to responsibly plan for future growth. We have analyzed land use and
natural features to identify specific areas that the City and Township
feel would best align with local planning for locating solar energy
farms. A final report will be produced detailing these findings along
with specifications for design parameters and other requirements for
solar energy farms. The final report would be approved by both the
City and Township and given to Xcel Energy for their use in designing
future RFPs. Additionally, the final report will be given to other energy
service providers within the municipal boundaries.

WHY ARE WE ALLOWING LARGE
SOLAR FARMS?
PUC
(Public Utilities
Commission)

Both municipalities allow for
solar on a small scale; however,
the PUC approves any solar of
50MW or more and pre-empts
local zoning regulations.

On Average 7 Acres Produces

Produces

1 MW*
*Assumes that solar panels
are functioning at 100%

*Includes air permit
boundary

It would take..... 16,800 acres of solar

to produce the same
amount of energy that
Sherco currently
produces

This is equivalent to
12,727.27
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WHICH LAND IS SUITABLE FOR SOLAR FARMS?

This map shows local natural resources within the City of
Becker and Becker Towship. Items included in this map are
Tree Canopy Cover, DNR Native Plant Communities, Wellhead
Protection Areas, and Prime Farmland.

This map shows future land use within the City of Becker and
Becker Towship. Future land use is specified by the
comprehensive plans of the City and Township and is key to
how growth happens.

This anlaysis adds transparency to the features in the Natural
Resource and Land Use Maps. The darker shaded areas are
where multiple of key resources and land use overlap. The
darker the area the less suitable solar farms are for the City
and Township. .

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

