
CHAPTER 11

LAND USE REGULATION (ZONING)

SECTION 11.01. OBJECTIVES; THIS CHAPTER. This Chapter is adopted to protect 
and to promote the public health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience, prosperity, and general 
welfare. More specifically, this Chapter is adopted in order to achieve the following objectives: 
(1) To assist in the implementation of the City's Comprehensive Land Use Plan, which in its 
entirety represents the foundation upon which this Chapter is based; (2) To foster a harmonious, 
convenient, workable relationship among land uses; (3) To promote the stability of existing land 
uses that conform with the Land Use Plan and to protect them from inharmonious influences and 
harmful intrusions; (4) To insure that public and private lands ultimately are used for the purposes
which are the most appropriate and most beneficial from the standpoint of the City as a whole; 
(5) To prevent excessive population densities and overcrowding of the land with structures; (6) 
To promote a safe, effective traffic circulation system; (7) To foster the provision of adequate off-
street parking and off-street truck loading facilities; (8) To facilitate the appropriate location of 
community facilities and institutions; (9) To protect and enhance real estate values; (10) To 
safeguard and enhance the appearance of the City, including natural amenities; and, (11) To 
provide for the orderly growth of the City as a whole.

SEC. 11.02. DEFINITIONS. The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the
meanings stated:

1. "Accessory Building�  ́�± A building or portion of the main building which is located 
on the same lot as the main building and the use of which is customarily incidental 
and  subordinate to the principal use of the main building.  Accessory Buildings are  
considered Accessory Structures.  Ordinance 76 2nd Series, Adopted May 19th, 2003, Source:  
Ordinance 200,  2nd Series,  Effective Date:  March  12, 2018

2. �³Accessory Structure�  ́- A structure which is customarily incidental and subordinate 
to, the principal use of a property, and which is located on the same lot as the 
principal  structure. Attached garages are considered accessory structures in City of 
Becker limits.     Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: February 26, 2018

3. " Accessory Use"  - - A use naturally and normally incidental to, subordinate to, and 
auxiliary and ancillary to the principal permitted use of the property. Source:  Ordinance 
No. 93-8  Effective Date:  11-7-93, Source Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

4. " Advertising Sign"  - A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service,
activity, or product which is produced, sold, or provided for, on the premise upon which
the sign is located. Source:  Ordinance No. 94-1 Effective Date:  1-30-94

5. " Agriculture"  - The cultivation of the soil and all activities incident thereto, except 
that said term shall not include the raising and feeding of hogs, sheep, goats, cattle, 
poultry, or fur bearing animals.
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6. " Alley"  - A public right of way thoroughfare, other than a street, road, crosswalk or 
easement, providing a secondary means of access to abutting properties. Source: 
Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018.

7. �³Applicant�  ́�± The owner, owners, or legal representative of lot who makes application
to the City for action affecting the lot owned thereby. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 12, 2018

8. �³Application�  ́�± The documents and written material by which the �³applicant�  ́justifies 
a request for a building permit, a zoning amendment, a conditional use permit, a 
variance, an appeal, or other request for approval, relief or consideration, which must 
include all information on forms approved by the Zoning Administrator and which 
must adhere to all City of Becker Codes and Ordinances. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 12, 2018

9. �³Assisted Living Facility�  ́�± A residential facility where assistance with daily 
activities, such as taking medicine, dressing, grooming, and bathing are provided for 
the aged or infirm, or any other reasonably independent person in need of nursing care;
and which does not contain equipment for surgical care or for treatment of disease or 
injury, and is not primarily designed for patients being treated for mental illness or 
alcohol or drug  addiction. Assisted living facilities have private rooms that are not 
shared by non-related persons. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 
2018

10." Automobile Repair-Minor"  - Minor repair, incidental body and fender work, 
painting and upholstering service, replacement of parts and engine service to passenger 
vehicles and trucks not exceeding three-quarter ton capacity.

11." Automobile Repair-Major"  - General repair, rebuilding or reconditioning of engines,
motor vehicles or trailers, including body work, framework, and painting.

12." Automobile Wrecking or  Junkyard"  - A place maintained for keeping, storing or 
piling in commercial quantities, whether temporarily, irregularly, or continually; 
buying or selling at retail or wholesale any old, used or second hand material of any 
kind,  including used motor vehicles, machinery, and/or parts thereof, cloth, rugs, 
clothing, paper, rubbish, bottles, rubber, iron, other metals, or articles from its worn 
condition render it practically useless for the purpose for which it was made and which 
is commonly classed as junk. This shall include the keeping of unlicensed motor 
vehicles or the  remains thereof for the purpose of dismantling, sale of parts, sale as 
scrap, storage, or abandonment. This shall not prohibit the keeping of unlicensed 
motor vehicles within a garage or other structure in a residential district.

13. �³Barber and Beauty Shops�  ́- Any building or portion thereof in which personal 
services are performed which require a license from the Board of Barber and 
Cosmetologist Examiners (Chapter 154, Minnesota Statutes) including without
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limitation, barbers, cosmetologists, estheticians, and manicurists. Source: Ordinance 200, 
2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

14." Basement"  - A story partly underground but having at least 1/2 of its height above the
highest level of the adjoining ground.  A basement shall be counted as a story except 
that a basement, the ceiling of which does not extend for more than five (5) feet above 
curb level or above the highest level of the adjoining ground shall not be counted as a 
story.

15." Block"  - An area of land within a subdivision that is entirely bounded by streets, or 
by streets and the exterior boundary or boundaries of the subdivision, or a combination 
of the above with a river, lake, public property, natural amenity, or rail line or intended 
for use as a boundary. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

16. �³Bond�  ́�± Any form of security including a cash deposit, surety bond, collateral, 
property, or instrument of credit in an amount and form satisfactory to the City of 
Becker. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

17." Buffer  Str ip"  - A strip of land containing trees, shrubs, or other plantings for the 
purpose of providing a visual break between different land uses.

18." Building"  - Any structure for the shelter, support, or enclosure of persons, animals, 
chattels, or property of any kind, and when separated by party walls without openings, 
each portion of such building so separated shall be deemed a separate building.

19. �³Buildable Area�  ́�±  Any site, lot, parcel or any portion thereof that does not contain 
designated flood plain, wetlands or areas in excess of twenty-five (25) percent slope. 
Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

20." Building Height"  - A distance to be measured from the mean curb level along the 
front lot line or from the mean ground level for all that portion of the structure having 
frontage on a public right of way, whichever is higher, to the top of the highest point 
of the  structure including parapets, or to the top of the highest point of the roof on a flat 
or shed roof, the deck line on a mansard roof, to the uppermost point on a round or other
arch type roof, or to the highest ridge line on a pitched or hip roof. Source: Ordinance 200,
2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

21." Comprehensive Plan"  - Compilation of a policy statement containing objectives, 
standards, and maps for building the physical and social aspects of the City as well as 
the economic development factor of both public and private means of the municipality 
and its environs, as defined in the Minnesota Land Use Planning Act, Minn. Stat. 
Chapter 462. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018
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22. �³Concept Plan�  ́�± A plan for a subdivision or development of land, brought by the  
petitioner to the pre-application meeting, that shows in general terms the proposed land 
use, density, circulation, natural characteristics, and typical development of the area to 
be developed, as well as adjacent affected properties, and traffic. Source: Ordinance 200, 
2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

23." Conditional Use"  - A use, which because of its unique characteristics, cannot be  
classified as a permitted use in any particular district. After due consideration, in each
case, of the impact of such use upon neighboring land and of the public desirability for 
the particular use at the particular location a "Conditional Use Permit" may be granted.

24. �³Conservation Easement�  ́- Those places on a lot or development that are identified 
for the purpose of protecting certain elements or the land and/or natural vegetation. 
Plant life may be removed from a conservation easement if a plant or tree is dead, 
dying, diseased, or poses a threat to health, safety, and/or welfare. Small vegetation 
and underbrush may be removed at any time to aid in the creation of usable spaces for
trails, paths, picnic  shelters, and the like. Evergreen trees eight (8) feet or less, in 
height, and deciduous trees with a caliper measurement of less than four (4) inches may 
also be removed to aid in the creation of the usable spaces for trails, paths, picnic 
shelters, and the like, but must be done in a matter cause as little removal and/or 
damage as possible. Any individual or  entity seeking to remove such trees shall have 
the approval of the Department of  Community Development staff prior to the removal 
of said trees. The City of Becker may be permitted to do limited work in Conservation 
Easements only at the direction of the City Council. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 12, 2018

25. �³Convenience Store�  ́�± An establishment where food stuffs, patent medicines,  
periodicals, and other similar items of household convenience are kept for retail sale to 
the public. Differentiated from a grocery store by its building size of not more than 
10,000 square feet. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

26." Corner Lot"  - A lot situated at the junction of and fronting on two (2) or more streets.

27." Court"  - An open unoccupied space bounded on two (2) or more sides by the exterior 
walls of a building or buildings on the same lot.

28. �³Covenants�  ́�± Private and legal restrictions of various kinds on the usage of lots, 
typically within a subdivision and applied by the subdivider. Unless specifically 
agreed to, covenants are not enforceable by the Planning Commission or its designees.  
However, they are enforceable in civil court by interested or affected parties. Source: 
Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

29. �³Cul-de-sac�  ́�± A street having one end open to traffic and being permanently 
terminated by a vehicular turnaround at the other end Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 12, 2018.
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30." Curb Level"  - The level of the established curb in front of the building measured at 
the center of such front. Where no curb level has been established, the City Engineer 
shall establish such curb level or its equivalent for the purpose of this Chapter.

31. �³Data Center �  ́�± A facility composed of a large networked group of computers., 
servers and storage that businesses or other organizations use as remote storage or to 
organize, process, store, manage and distribute large amounts of data. Facilities also 
house operations staff, IT equipment of various types and support infrastructure. Data 
Centers may also include facilities that are necessary for house operations staff to be on 
a site 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Ordinance 193 2nd Series, Effective Date: October 9, 2017

�³Data center�  ́means one or more centralized location(s) where computing and  
networking equipment is concentrated for the purpose of collecting, storing, processing,
distributing, or allowing access to large amounts of data, including storing and 
indexing web sites, running e-mail and instant messaging services, providing cloud 
storage and applications, and enabling a host of other capabilities, along with all 
related and  appurtenant buildings and facilities.  Ordinance 214, 2nd Services, Effective Date: 
August 6, 2019

32." Depth of Lot"  - The mean horizontal distance between the mean front street and the
mean rear lot line.  The greater frontage of a corner lot is its depth and its lesser frontage
is its width.

33." Depth of Rear Yard"  - The mean horizontal distance between the rear line of the 
principal building and the rear lot line.

34." Distr ict"  - A section of the City for which the regulations governing the height, area, 
use of buildings, and premises are the same.

35." Dwelling (R-1)"  - A building designed for or occupied exclusively by one family.

36." Dwelling (R-2)"  - A building designed for or occupied by up to four (4) families.

37." Dwelling (R-3)"  - A building designed for multiple family units.

38." Dwelling Unit"  - A building or portion of a building including complete kitchen  
facilities, permanently installed, which are arranged, designed, used, or intended for 
use exclusively as living quarters for one family. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective 
Date: March 12, 2018

39." Easement"  - Authorization by a property owner for the use by another, and for a 
specified purpose, of any designated part of his property.
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40. �³Essential Chimney / Funnel Type Structures.�  ́�± Tall, vertical, essential structures, 
used in a variety of commercial, manufacturing and industrial processes, that acts as a 
discharge point to biproducts, such as steam, produced by said processes. Ordinance 193 
2nd Series, Effective Date: October 9, 2017

41." Essential Services"  - The phrase "essential service" means the erection, construction,
alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal departments or commissions, 
of underground or overhead gas, electrical, communication, steam or water 
transmissions or distribution systems, including poles, wire mains, drains, sewers, pipes,
conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, towers, 
and other similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith (but not including 
buildings) reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public 
utilities or municipal departments or commission for the public health, safety or 
general welfare.

42." Family"  - One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, including 
foster children or a group of not more than five (5) persons some or all of whom are not 
related by blood, marriage, or adoption, living together and maintaining a common 
household, but not including sororities, fraternities, or other similar organizations.

43." Flood"  - A temporary rise in stream flow or stage that results in inundation of the 
areas adjacent to the channel.

44." Flood Plain"  - Those areas adjoining a water course which have been or hereafter 
may be covered by the regional flood.

45." Floor Area, Ground"  - The area within the exterior walls of the main building or 
structure excluding the garage as measured from the outside walls at the ground level.

46." Frontage"  - The width of a lot or a building site measured on a line separating it from 
a public street or right-of-way.  For the purpose of this Chapter the frontage shall be 
defined as that side which contains the main entry way for the building.

47. �³Group Usable Open Space"  - Land area and facilities specifically designed and 
developed for recreational or social activities of individuals or groups excluding 
required setback areas. In addition to those areas and facilities designed and developed 
for the private use of residents of individual dwelling units.

48." Home Occupation"  - Any occupation of a service character which is clearly 
secondary to the main use of the premises as a dwelling and is subject to the requirements 
set forth in the zoning district in which it is permitted.  Source: Ordinance 233, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 
May 12, 2021.
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49. �³Impervious Surface�  ́�± A surface that does not allow water to permeate or pass 
through into the natural soil. Including, but not limited to, buildings, driveways and 
parking areas, sidewalks, patios, covered decks, retaining walls, tennis and basketball 
courts, and other structures. For the purposes of this chapter improved surfaces, 
including not mot limited to, class V, crushed stone, crushed gravel, or interlocking 
concrete pavement (ICP), shall be considered impervious surface.  Source: Ordinance 221, 
2nd Series, effective August 10, 2020.

50. �³Inter im Use�  ́A temporary use of property until a particular date, until the occurrence 
of a particular event or until zoning regulations no longer permit it. Ordinance 139 2nd  
Series, effective August 10, 2009

51." Junk Yard"  - (See Automobile Wrecking).

52. �³Kennel, Commercial�  ́- Any lot, where Commercial Kennel is listed as a permitted or 
conditional use, where four or more dogs over six months of age are owned, kept, boarded, 
groomed, trained, bred and/or offered for sale or reward. A commercial kennel means any 
person, business, corporation, or other entity that transfers more than one litter of puppies in any 
12-month period in exchange for reward. A commercial kennel does not qualify as a home 
occupation.  Source: Ordinance 233, 2nd Series, Effective Date: May 12, 2021.

53." Loading Space"  - A space accessible from a street, alley, or way, in a building or on a 
lot, for the use of trucks while loading or unloading merchandise or materials.

54." Lot"  - One (1) unit of a recorded plat, subdivision, or registered land survey, occupied 
or to be occupied by a building and its accessory buildings and including as a minimum 
such open spaces as are required under this Chapter and having frontage on a public  
street.

55." Lot Area"  - The lot area is the land area within the lot lines.

56." Lot Coverage"  - That portion of a lot covered with structures and impervious 
surfaces. Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, effective August 10, 2020.

57." Lot-Inter ior"  - A lot other than a corner lot.

58." Lot L ine"  - The lines bounding a lot as defined herein. When a lot line abuts on a 
street, avenue, park, or other public property, such line shall be known as a street line.

59." Lot L ine Rear"  - That boundary of a lot line which is most distant from and is, or is 
approximately parallel to the front lot line.  If the rear lot line is less than ten (10) feet in 
length, or if the lot forms a point at the rear, the rear lot line shall be deemed to be a line 
ten (10) feet in length within the lot, parallel to and at the maximum distance from the 
front lot line.
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60." Lot-Through"  - An interior lot having frontage on two (2) streets.

61." Lot-Width"  The width of a lot is its own mean width measured at right angles to its 
mean depth.

62." Mining"  - The excavation of earth materials for the purpose of sale.  Source: Ordinance 
No. 93-8 Effective Date:  11-7-93

63." Manufactured Home"  - Any dwelling unit used or constructed to permit its 
transportation upon public streets or highways, including self propelled or non-self-
propelled vehicles designed in a manner to permit long term occupancy as a dwelling 
place for one or more persons, having no foundation other than wheels, jacks, or 
skirtings.

64." Manufactured Home Park"  - Any site or tract of land upon which three (3) or more 
occupied mobile homes are located regardless of the charge or absence of charge for 
accommodations.  Source:  Ordinance No. 94-6, Effective Date:  9-26-94

65." Motel-Hotel"  A building or group of buildings used primarily for the temporary  
residence of motorists or travelers. Source: Ordinance No. 93-8, Effective Date:  11-7-93

66. �³Municipal Facility Sign"  - A sign that promotes the use and awareness of municipal 
facilities.  Such signs are allowed off premise in any zoning district on private or public 
property with the consent of the property owner and Council approval. Source:  
Ordinance No. 94-1, Effective Date:  1-30-94

67." Non-Conforming Uses"  - Any building, structure, or use of land which does not 
conform to the regulations of the district or zone in which it is situated.

68." Nursing Homes"  - A private home for the care of children or the aged or infirm, or 
a place of rest for those suffering bodily disorders.  Such home does not contain 
equipment for surgical care or the treatment of disease or injury, nor does it include 
maternity care or care of mental illnesses.  Its minimum accommodation is six (6) 
persons. Source: Ordinance No. 93-8  Effective Date:  11-7-93

69." Off-Premise Sign"  - A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, 
service, activity, or product which is not conducted upon the premises where such a 
sign is  located, not including bus benches, portable reader boards, and political, special 
event, or signs for non-profit organizations such as churches, schools, hospitals and 
government units.  Source: Ordinance No. 94-1 Effective Date:  1-30-94

70." Ordinary High Water Mark"  - The highest water level which has been maintained 
for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape.  The ordinary high 
water mark is commonly that point where the natural vegetation changes from 
predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial.
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71. �³Outside Storage�  ́- The keeping, in an unenclosed area, of any goods, junk, material, 
supplies, finished or semi-finished product, trash, recycling, recreational vehicles or 
unlicensed or inoperable vehicles. Source: Ordinance 66, 2nd Series, Effective Date: November 7,
2001; Source: Ordinance 68, 2nd Series, Effective Date:  March 26, 2002; Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd 
Series, effective August 10, 2020.

72. �³Parking Space"  - A space for parking of automobiles which has a minimum width of 
nine (9) feet and a minimum length of twenty (20) feet. Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 
effective August 10, 2020.

73. �³Planned Unit Development"  - A procedure for planning a tract of land as a unit under 
single or unified ownership or control.

74. �³Portable Temporary Storage Structure�  ́�± A transportable unit designed and used 
primarily for temporary storage of building materials, household goods, and other such
materials.  Such unit shall not be considered an accessory structure as provided in the 
City of Becker codes and ordinances. Portable Temporary Storage Structures are 
permitted in residential, commercial, public and quasi-public districts for a maximum 
of 60 days without a permit. Any entity or individual desiring to have a Portable 
Temporary Storage Structure beyond the 60 day maximum must receive an Interim 
Use Permit for the  structure. A structure in use in relation to an open building permit 
is exempt. Industrial zoned properties are exempt. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 12, 2018

75. �³Pr imary Residential Dr iveway�  ́�± Defined as the area enclosed by the following 
lines/edges:

a. All R-1 and R-LL properties in the City are required to have a primary 
residential driveway.  This driveway shall be connected to the primary garage on
the property and shall encompass the area as defined below. This applies to 
attached, legally non-conforming attached and legally non-conforming 
detached garages. See Figures 11.2, 11.1.2, 11.2, and 11.2.2.

i. Lines extended from each edge of the driveway apron, at the point  
immediately before the apron begins to taper up to the curb, until they 
perpendicularly intersect the concrete of the primary garage.

1. In the case of a property that is adjacent to a mountable curb, the lines
shall extend from the edge of the apron nearest said curb.

2. Edge of the concrete of the primary garage intersecting the lines
extended from each edge of the driveway apron as defined above.
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3. Inside edge, nearest the primary garage, of the sidewalk / bituminous
trail that intersects the lines extended from each edge of the driveway
apron as defined above.

a. In the event there is no sidewalk or bituminous trail the 
inside  edge, nearest the primary garage, of the curb shall 
function as this line.  See Figure 11.2 and 11.2.2.

This Portion of Page Intentionally Left Blank
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Figure 11.1



�†����������

Figure 11.1.2
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Figure 11.2



�†����������

Figure 11.2.2
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b. All R-1 and R-LL properties without a garage and which are determined to be  
legally non-conforming shall have a primary residential driveway connected to 
the primary structure (residence) and shall encompass the area as defined 
below. See Figures 11.3 and 11.4.

i. Lines extended from each edge of the driveway 
apron, at the point  immediately before the apron 
begins to taper up to the curb, until they 
perpendicularly intersect the concrete of the primary 
structure.

1. In the case of a property that is adjacent to a 
mountable curb, the lines shall extend from 
the edge of the apron nearest said curb.

2. Edge of the concrete of the primary structure intersecting the lines 
extended from each edge of the driveway apron as defined above.

3. Inside edge, nearest the primary structure, of the sidewalk / bituminous 
trail that intersects the lines extended from each edge of the driveway 
apron as defined above.

a. In the event there is no sidewalk or 
bituminous trail the inside  edge, 
nearest the primary structure or 
primary garage, of the curb shall 
function as this line.  See Figure 11.4.
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Figure 11.3
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Figure 11.4

Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, effective August 10, 2020.
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76." Sanitary Landfills"  - Method of waste disposal involving the dumping and daily 
covering of waste material all in compliance with State of Minnesota regulations.

77." Setback"  - The minimum horizontal distance between a building and the street or lot 
line or the ordinary high water mark of a public water.

78." Single Family Attached Housing"  -One-family dwellings attached to other such 
units by common walls side by side.

79." Single Family Cluster Housing"  - One-family detached dwellings on lots of less area 
than ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

80." Single Family Detached Housing"  - A building designed for one family and not 
connected to other such units.

81." Site Area Per Dwelling Unit"  - The site area per dwelling unit is the minimum land 
area required by this Chapter to be provided for each dwelling unit in a building.

82." Stand-Roadside"  - A structure for the display and sale of products with no space for 
customers within the structure itself.

83." Story"  - That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the floor next above; or if there is no floor above, the space between the floor 
and the ceiling next above.  A basement may be counted as a story (see Basement) but a 
cellar shall not be counted as a story.

84." Street"  - A public way for vehicular traffic whether designated as street, highway, 
thoroughfare, parkway, throughway, road, arterial, lane, place or however other 
designed. The width of a street is measured between right-of-way lines.

85." Street Line"  - The line coinciding with the lot and the street right-way-line.

86." Structure"  - Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on 
the ground or attachment to something having a location on the ground. This includes a 
fixed or movable building which can be used for residential, business, commercial, 
agricultural, or office purposes, either temporarily or permanently. Source: Ordinance 200, 
2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

87." Structure-Alterations"  - Any change in the supporting members of a building such 
as bearing walls, columns, beams, or girders.

88. �³Use"  - The purpose for which land or premises or a building thereof is designed, 
arranged, or intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained.
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89." Use-Principal"  - The predominate purpose or activity for which a lot, structure or 
building thereon is designed, used or intended for use, or for which it is occupied or 
maintained. Source: Ordinance 200, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 12, 2018

90." Use-Accessory"  - A subordinate use which is clearly and customarily incidental to the 
principal use of a building or premises and which is located on the same lot as the  
principal building or use.

91." Variance"  - The waiving of specific literal provisions of this Chapter in instances 
where their strict enforcement would cause practical difficulties. Practical Difficulties 
are described as follows:

b. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not 
permitted by an official control;

c. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 
created by the landowner; and

d. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality
Source: Ordinance 156 2nd Series, Effective Date: November 7, 2011

92." Veter inary Clinic"  - A commercial activity catering to the medical needs of animal 
and having no outside runs.

93." Yard"  - Any space in the same lot with a building open and unobstructed from the 
ground to the sky.

94." Yard-Front"  - A yard extending across the front of the lot between the inner side 
yard lines and lying between the front street line of the lot and nearest line of the 
building.

95." Yard-Rear"  - An open space unoccupied on the same lot with a building between 
the building and the side line of the lot, and extension from the front lot line to the rear 
of the backyard.
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SEC. 11.03. DEVIATIONS FROM REGULATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION.

Subd. 1. Non-Conforming Uses. Any non-conforming use, including the lawful use or 
occupation of land or premises existing at the time of the adoption of an additional 
control under this chapter, may be continued, including through repair, replacement, 
restoration, maintenance, or improvement, but not including expansion, except in the 
following circumstances:

A. If the nonconformity or occupancy is discontinued for a period of more than one 
year; or

B. If any nonconforming use is destroyed by fire or other peril to the extent of greater 
than 50 percent of its market value, and no building permit has been applied for 
within 180 days of when the damage occurred. In this case, the City may impose 
reasonable conditions upon the building permit in order to mitigate any newly 
created impact on adjacent property.

C. Any subsequent use or occupancy of the land or premises shall be a conforming use 
or occupancy unless otherwise specified in this section. The City may, by ordinance, 
permit an expansion or impose upon nonconformities reasonable regulations to 
prevent and abate nuisances and to protect the public health, welfare, or safety. This 
subdivision does not prohibit the City from enforcing an ordinance that applies to 
adults-only bookstores, adults-only theaters, or similar adults-only businesses, as 
defined by ordinance.

D. Any building or structure that is non-conforming in nature can be continued as long 
as construction started within sixty (60) days of receipt of an approved permit.

E. No junkyard may continue as a non-conforming use for a period of more than one
(1) year.

F. Non-conforming uses shall comply with all regulations for off-street parking, 
loading, screening, landscaping, and performance standards. Source: Ordinance 105 2nd

Series, Effective Date: 07-09-05

G. Surfacing of existing unimproved driveways, parking pads, and/or parking lots shall 
be required at the time of any driveway, parking pad, and/or parking lot construction 
or reconstruction subject to the requirements of this Chapter.

Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, effective August 10, 2020.

(Sections 11.04 through 11.09, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.)
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SEC. 11.10. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. The Board of Adjustment shall be the 
Planning Commission and shall act upon all questions as they may arise in the administration of this
Chapter. Questions and appeals shall be directed to the Planning Commission for recommendation 
to the Council. This includes the interpretation of zoning maps and boundaries. The Board of 
Adjustment shall hear and make recommendations upon appeals from any order, requirement, 
decision, or determination made by an administrative official charged with enforcing this Chapter. 
Such appeal may be taken by any person aggrieved, or by an officer, staff, or the Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission shall have the power to recommend variations to this 
Chapter to the Council. The Board of Adjustment shall have the power to vary or adapt the strict 
application of any of the requirements of this Chapter in the case of exceptionally irregular, narrow 
or shallow lots, or other exceptional physical conditions, whereby such strict application would 
result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship that would deprive the owner of the reasonable 
use of land or building involved, but in no other uses except specifically described. The Standards 
for Findings are prescribed herein. Any appeals on a Board of Adjustment decision shall be made to
the District Court. Board of Adjustment decisions shall be final except said appeal to District  Court.
Source: Ordinance No. 94-6, Effective Date: 9-26-94
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SEC. 11.11. VARIANCES. No variance in the provisions or requirements of this Chapter
shall be authorized by the Board of Adjustments unless it finds evidence that all the following
facts and conditions exist:

Subd. 1. Facts and Conditions.

A. That there are practical difficulties that apply to the property in questions as to the 
intended use of the property.

B. That such a variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial 
property right similar to that possessed by other properties in the same district and in the
same vicinity. The possibility of increased financial return shall not in itself be deemed 
sufficient to warrant a variance.

C. The Variance if  granted will not alter the essential character of the locality.

D. That the condition or situation of the specific piece of property, or the intended use of 
said property, for which the variance is sought, is not so general or recurrent in nature 
as to make reasonable practicable the formulation of a general regulation for such 
conditions or situation.

E. In granting a variance, the Board of Adjustment may impose conditions to insure 
compliance to protect adjacent properties. The Board of Adjustment may not permit as 
a variance any use that is not permitted under this Chapter for the property in the district
where the affected person's land is located.

F. The Variance if  issued is in harmony and with the general purpose and intent of the 
ordinance and consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

Subd. 2. The Following Conditions must be met:

(a) the landowner�¶s land cannot be put to a reasonable use under the terms 
of the Zoning Ordinance or Subdivision Regulations;

(b) the plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the land 
which were not created by the landowner;

(c) the grant of variance will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood;
(d) the grant of variance does not create a use not provided in the zoning district;

Source: Ordinance 156 2nd Series, Effective Date: November 7, 2011

Subd. 3. Lapses of Variances. Any variance granted but not used shall become null and 
void one (1) year after its effective date, also no application for the same or substantially the 
same variance shall be made within six (6) months of the date of final denial.
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SEC. 11.12. AMENDMENTS. The purpose of this Section is to show the procedures that
must be followed in the amendment process. This subdivision is to allow for amendments to, or 
changes in zoning district boundaries and the zoning provisions contained herein.

Subd. 1. Application.  Application for hearings by the Board of Adjustments must be 
made to the City Clerk or Zoning Administrator on forms provided by the City and shall 
include all information and data requested. On the date the application is received, the City has
sixty days to make a decision. Within the first ten (10) days the City must review the 
application to determine if all information required has been submitted. If the application is 
incomplete, a letter requesting additional information will be sent out within the ten (10) day 
period and the application restarts upon receipt of the requested information. The City may 
request additional information from the applicant once the ten day period passes, but may not 
restart the sixty (60) day limit. The application must be deemed complete and the proper fees 
paid prior to the City posting and publishing notice in the official newspaper for the required 
public hearing.  Source: Ordinance 18, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 4th, 1997, Source: Ordinance 48, 2nd

Series, Effective Date: Sept. 9, 2000

Subd. 2. Public Hearing. Within thirty (30) days after filing of a request for a variance, 
interpretation, or appeal, the Board of Adjustments shall set a date for hearing thereof. For a 
variance, interpretation, or appeal, notice shall be published at least ten (10) days prior to the day 
of the hearing and for a variance, notice shall be mailed to each property owner within three 
hundred fifty (350) feet of all boundaries of the property to which the variance relates. Upon 
hearing the request, the Board may approve or deny the request and shall state reasons for said 
action. It shall thereafter prepare an order on the petitioner by personal service or regular United 
Stated mail. In the granting of a variance, the Board may impose conditions and state those 
conditions in the order to insure compliance with the Ordinance.

Subd. 3. Response. The City must make a final decision on an application within sixty 
(60) days from the date the application is deemed complete or 10 days after application is 
received, whichever is sooner. Absent a decision within sixty (60) days, the request is deemed 
approved.

1. If an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is required, the deadline will  be 
extended until sixty (60) days after the submittal of an EAW.

2. If an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required, the deadline will be extended 
until sixty (60) days after the submittal of an EIS.

3. If prior approval from a state agency is necessary, the sixty (60) day period for city 
action does not begin until approval is granted from the state agency.

4. If prior approval from a federal agency is necessary, the sixty (60) day period for city 
action does not begin until approval is granted from a federal agency.
Source: Ordinance No. 18, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 3-4-97
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Subd. 4 Extensions. The City can extend the initial 60 day period by giving written notice 
to the applicant, stating the reasons for the extension, and the anticipated length of the extension. 
The applicant can extend the initial 60 day period by giving written notice to the City, sating the 
reasons for the extension, and the anticipated length of the extension. In no case shall the 
extension exceed 60 days. An applicant must withdraw an application or have the request denied 
if an extension is needed that exceeds a period of 60 days.

Subd. 5 Appeals. Within fifteen (15) days of the date of the order, the petitioner or an 
affected property owner may file with the City Clerk an appeal to the City Council from the 
decision of the Board of Adjustments. The Council shall thereafter set a public hearing and make 
a decision thereon to approve or reverse the order of the Board of Adjustments, and to grant or 
deny the relief sought by the petitioner. Ordinance 48 2nd Series, Sept. 9, 2000

Subd. 6. Adoption. Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance shall be adopted by a vote of at 
least three (3) members of the City Council.

Subd. 7. Re-application. No application for the same or substantially the same amendment
shall be made within six (6) months of the date of denial.

Subd. 8. Zoning Distr ict Boundary. Zoning District Boundary dated 2-27-95 is hereby 
adopted. Any subsequent changes shall be listed in numeric order as follows:

1. Lot 1 Block 1 of Willow Estates (formally a portion of Lot 4 & Lot 3, Block 3 Oak 
View Estates) shall be zoned Community Commercial.

2. Lot 4, Block 1 of Willow Estates (formally a portion of Lot 4 & Lot 3, Block 3 Oak 
View Estates) shall be zoned Community Commercial.

3. Lot 2 & Lot 3 of Willow Estates (formally a portion of Lot 3, Block 3 Oakview Estates)
shall remain Residential (R-1).

4. The entire development of Natures Edge subdivision shall be rezoning from Agricultural
(AG) to Single Family Residential (R-1).  Source: Ordinance 29, 2nd Series.,  Source:  Ordinance 
4, 2nd Series, Effective date: August 5, 1995 Source: Ordinance 8, 2nd series, Effective date:  11-5-95

5. Outlot B of Pebble Creek West to be known as Pebble Creek West 3rd Addition shall be 
zoned to Single Family Residential District (R-1) from Limited Multiple Family 
Residential District (R-2). Source: Ordinance 10, 2nd Series, Effective Date:  2-20-96

6. River�¶s Edge Second Addition Block 1 Lots 7, 8, and 9 shall be zoned to Single Family 
Residential District (R-1) from Limited Multiple Family Residential District (R-2).  
Source: Ordinance 15, 2nd Series Effective Date: 5-18-96

7. The half block area fronting along the south side of 2nd Street from Pine Street to 
Willow Street. Source: Ordinance 34, 2nd Series Effective Date: 11-14-98
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8. The property located on the north side of 2nd Street at the corner of Sherburne 
Avenue.  Source: Ordinance 34, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 11-14-98

9. �7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���ò���R�I���W�K�H���(�D�V�W���ò���R�I���/�R�W���������%�O�R�F�N���������(�Y�H�U�J�U�H�H�Q���3�D�U�N���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���]�R�Q�H�G���0�X�O�W�L��
Family Residential (R-2) from Single Family Residential.  Source: Ordinance 59, 2nd

Series Effective Date 08-11-01

10. Lot 1, Block 1, DK Becker Addition and Lot 2, Block 3, Five D Addition shall be 
zoned Multi-Family Residential (R-3) from Community Commercial (C-COM). 
Source: Ordinance 62, 2nd Series Effective Date 10/27/01

10A. The entire development of the Autumn Ridge subdivision shall be rezoned from 
Agricultural (AG) to Single Family Residential (R-1). Ordinance 69, 2nd Series Effective Date 5/11/02

12. The West 660 feet of the East 990 Feet of the South 660 feet of the SE �ó of the NE �ó of
Section 25, Twp 34, Range 29 shall be rezoned from Agricultural (AG) to Quasi-Public 
(Q-PUB). Ordinance 71 - 2nd Series, Effective Date: Oct 22,  2002

13. Parcel A �± That part of the East 360.00 feet of the South 911.94 feet of the Southwest
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 25, Township 34, Range 29, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota lying west of a line described as follows: Commencing at the 
southeast corner of said Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter; thence on an 
assumed bearing of South 89 degrees 58 minutes 34 seconds West along the south 
line of said Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, a distance of 33.00 feet to 
the point of beginning of said line to be described; thence North 0 degrees 00 minutes
50 seconds

West, a distance of 412.48 feet; thence North 0 degrees 08 minutes 24 seconds East, a
distance of 278.07 feet; thence North 0 degrees 07 minutes 12 seconds West, a 
distance of 147.44 feet; thence North 0 degrees 54 minutes 51 seconds East, a 
distance of 73.96 feet to the north line of said South 911.94 feet of the Southwest 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter and said line there terminating. Rezoned from Ag to
R-1. Ordinance 74, 2nd Series, Effective April 8th, 2003

14. �$�O�O���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�����������5�D�Q�J�H�����������6�K�H�U�E�X�U�Q�H��
County, Minnesota lying Easterly of the thread of the main channel of the Elk River, 
and lying Northwesterly of the centerline of old County Road Number 4, said 
centerline of old County Road Number 4 being further described as commencing at 
�W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���V�D�L�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���6�R�X�W�K�������G�H�J�U�H�H�V���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V��������
�V�H�F�R�Q�G�V���:�H�V�W�����D�V�V�X�P�H�G���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���(�D�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���V�D�L�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���I�R�U���D��
distance of 1364.73 feet to the actual point of beginning of the old centerline to be 
hereby described; thence South 62 degrees 46 minutes 02 seconds West along said 
old centerline to intersect with and terminate at said thread of the main channel of the
Elk River.
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�(�[�F�H�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�U�H�I�U�R�P�����D�O�O���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���V�D�L�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���V�D�L�G
�S�R�L�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���(�D�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I�������������������I�H�H�W���6�R�X�W�K���R�I the 
Northeast corner thereof; thence South 62 degrees 46 minutes 02 seconds West 
along said old centerline of County Road No. 4 for a distance of 929.88 feet; thence 
North 27 degrees 13 minutes 58 seconds West a distance of 450.44 feet; thence 
North 62 degrees 46 minutes 02 seconds East parallel with said old centerline of 
County Road No. 4 and the Northeasterly extension thereof for a distance of 1170.90
�I�H�H�W�����P�R�U�H���R�U���O�H�V�V�����W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W���V�D�L�G���(�D�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���6�R�X�W�K������
�G�H�J�U�H�H�V���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���������V�H�F�R�Q�G�V���:�H�V�W���D�O�R�Q�J���V�D�L�G���(�D�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���D��
distance of 510.93 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning.

Also excepting therefrom the North 208.72 feet of the East 554.80 feet, as measured 
�D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���(�D�V�W���D�Q�G���1�R�U�W�K���O�L�Q�H�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���R�I���V�D�L�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó��

Also excepting therefrom the South 208.72 feet of the North 417.44 feet of the East
521.80 feet, as measured along the East and North lines respectively, of said 
Northwest �ó�����6�K�D�O�O���E�H���]�R�Q�H�G���6�L�Q�J�O�H���)�D�P�L�O�\���5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����5���������I�U�R�P���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
(AG).  Source: Ordinance 85, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 5-18-04

15. That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 25, Township 
34, Range 29, Sherburne County, Minnesota lying north of the South 660.00 feet 
thereof, lying west of the East 360.00 feet thereof, lying southeasterly of the 
southeasterly line of Teal Lane of HIGHLAND POND according to the recorded plat
thereof and lying southwesterly of a line described as follows: Commencing at the 
southwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2 of said HIGHLAND POND; thence on an 
assumed bearing of South 0 degrees 12 minutes 36 seconds West along the east line 
of said Teal Lane, a distance of 25.00 feet; thence southwesterly along a tangential 
curve concave to the northwest having a radius of 333.00 feet and a central angle of 
46 degrees 27 minutes 59 seconds, a distance of 270.00 feet to the point of beginning
of the line to be described; thence South 43 degrees 19 minutes 25 seconds East 
along a radial line of said curve, a distance of 206.70 feet to the northwest corner of 
the East 360.00 feet of the South 911.94 feet of said Southwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter and said line there terminating. Shall be zoned Single Family 
Residential (R-1) from Agricultural (AG). Source: Ordinance 86, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 
06-08-04

16. �:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���1�(���ó���R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�������1�����5�D�Q�J�H�������:��

AND

�(�D�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�������1�����5�D�Q�J�H�������:��except all that part
�R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�����E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���D���S�R�L�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H
�:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���D�Q�G�����������������I�H�H�W���6�R�X�W�K���R�I���W�K�H��
�1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó�����7�K�H�Q�F�H���6�R�X�W�K���������G�H�J�U�H�H�V��������
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minutes 45 seconds East, a distance of 521 feet; thence South and parallel with West 
�O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I�����������������I�H�H�W�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���6�R�X�W�K��������
degrees 23 minutes 19 seconds West a distance of 560.11 feet, to West line of said 
�1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���1�R�U�W�K���D�O�R�Q�J���V�D�L�G���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I����������
feet to the point of beginning. Shall be zoned Single Family Residential (R-1) from 
Agricultural (AG). Source: Ordinance 87, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 07-10-04

17. Outlot A, River Oaks North , Shall be zoned Single Family Residential (R-1) from 
Agricultural (AG). Source: Ordinance 88, 2nd Series, Effective Date:  07-10-04

18. That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 31, Township 
34, Range 28, and the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 6, 
Township 33, Range 28, Sherburne County, Minnesota, described as follows:

Beginning at the Southwest corner of Lot 1, Block 1, of the record plat of Energy Park 
in said Sherburne County; thence on an assumed bearing of South 88 degrees 20 
minutes 14 seconds West, along the Westerly extension of the South line of said Lot 1,
a distance of 102.74 feet; thence North 01 degrees 39 minutes 37 seconds East, a 
distance of 1342.37 feet to the North line of said Southwest quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 31; thence North 88 degrees 13 minutes 31 seconds East along said 
North line, a distance of 251.10 feet to the Northwesterly extension of the common lot 
line between Lots 3 and 4, Block 1, of said Energy Park; thence South 48 degrees 14 
minutes 39 seconds East along said Northwesterly extension, a distance of 334.18 feet 
to the West line of said Energy Park; thence South 41 degrees 45 minutes 21 seconds 
West, along said West line, a distance of 650.21 feet; thence South 00 degrees 21 
minutes 01 seconds West, along said West line, a distance of 639.03 feet to the point 
of beginning. Shall be zoned Industrial Park (I-PRK) from Agricultural (AG). Source: 
Ordinance 90, 2nd Series, Effective Date: 07-10-04

19. Shall be zoned Single Family Residential (R-1) from Agricultural (AG) The Northeast 
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 34, Range 28, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota AND The West Half of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 32, Township 34, Range 28, Sherburne County, Minnesota. Source: 
Ordinance 97, 2nd Series, Effective Date 12-18- 04

20. Shall be zoned Single Family Residential (R-1) from Agricultural (AG).  The East 
���������������I�H�H�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���ò���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���ó���R�I���W�K�H��
�1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���ó���O�\�L�Q�J���:�H�V�W���D�Q�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�O�\���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���D�Q�G���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�O�\���O�L�Q�H���R�I���7�H�D�O��
Lane of Highland Pond. Section 25, Township 34 Range 29, Sherburne County. Source:
Ordinance 98, 2nd Series, Effective Date 2-05- 05

21. (TRACT 1)
That part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 29, Township 
34, Range 28, Sherburne County, Minnesota, described as beginning at the Northeast 
corner of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter; thence South 01 degrees 05
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minutes 56 seconds  East, assumed bearing, along the East line thereof, a distance of 
500.79 feet; thence North 86 degrees 27 minutes 07 seconds West, a distance of 
497.52 feet; thence North 30 degrees  33 minutes 01 seconds West, a distance of  
132.05 feet; thence North 01 degrees 05 minutes 56 seconds West, parallel with said 
East line of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, a distance of 363.36 feet;
more or less, to intersect the North line of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter; thence South 89 degrees 22 minutes 47 seconds East, along said North line a 
distance of 561.06 feet to the point of beginning.

AND, (TRACT 2)
That part of Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 29 lying
southerly and southeasterly of Line A to be herein described,

AND, (TRACT 3)
That part of Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 29 lying 
southeasterly of Line A, and lying northeasterly of Line B, both to be herein described,

AND, (TRACT 4)
That part of OUTLOT B, RIVER OAKS NORTH, according to the recorded plat
thereof, said county, lying southeasterly of Line A, and lying northeasterly of Line B,
both to be herein described,

Line A and Line B are described as follows:

Commencing at said Northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 29; thence North 01 degrees 05 minutes 56 seconds West, assumed 
bearing, along the East line of said Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, a 
distance of 444.98 feet to the  Point of Beginning of Line A; thence North 89 degrees 
22 minutes 47 seconds West, parallel with the South line of said Northeast Quarter of 
the Southwest Quarter, and 50.00 feet south of and at right angles to the South line of a
tract of land described in Document No. 414307, a distance of 517.83 feet; thence 
westerly 27.45 feet along a tangential curve, concave to the south, having a radius of 
1000.00 feet and a central angle of 01 degrees 34 minutes 22 seconds; thence South 89
degrees 02 minutes 51 seconds West, tangent to the last described curve, a distance of 
288.55 feet; thence southwesterly 213.07 feet along a tangential curve, concave to the 
southeast, having a radius of 250.00 feet and a central angle of 48 degrees 49 minutes 
55 seconds; thence South 40 degrees 12 minutes 56 seconds West, tangent to the last 
described curve, a distance of 247.24 feet; thence southwesterly 75.38 feet along a 
tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 500.00 feet and a central 
angle of 08 degrees 38 minutes 15 seconds; thence South 31 degrees 34 minutes 41 
seconds West, tangent to the last described curve, a distance of 265.61 feet; thence 
southwesterly 60.90 feet along a tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a 
radius of 1000.00 feet and a central angle of 03 degrees 29 minutes 21 seconds; thence
South 28 degrees 05 minutes 20 seconds West, tangent to the last described curve, a 
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distance of 173.46 feet to the point of termination of said Line A and the Point of 
Beginning of said Line B; thence South 61 degrees 54 minutes 40 seconds East a 
distance of 226.02 feet; thence southeasterly of 180.27 feet along a tangential curve, 
concave to the southwest, having a radius of 400.00 feet and a central angle of 25 
degrees 49 minutes 19 seconds; thence South 36 degrees 05 minutes 21 seconds East, 
tangent to the last described curve, a distance of 225.88 feet; thence southerly 165.75 
feet along a tangential curve, concave to the west, having a radius of 200.00 feet and a 
central angle of 47 degrees 29 minutes 05 seconds; thence South 11 degrees 23 
minutes 43 seconds West, tangent to the last described curve and being on the 
northerly extension of the centerline of 35th Avenue SE as dedicated in the recorded 
plat of RIVER OAKS VILLAS, said county, a distance of 123.77 feet, and said Line B
there terminating at the north terminus of said 35th Avenue SE as shown on said plat 
of RIVER OAKS VILLAS.

Shall be zoned Two Family Residential (R-2) from Agricultural (AG). Source: Ordinance
100 2nd Series; Effective Date: 04-23-05

22. �7�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó���R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�����������5�D�Q�J�H�����������'�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G
�D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�����%�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���D���S�R�L�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó��
�����������������)�H�H�W���G�L�V�W�D�Q�W���1�R�U�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���2�Q�H���6�L�[�W�H�H�Q�W�K���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H���G�L�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���1�:���ó���R�I��
�W�K�H���6�(���ó���R�I���V�D�L�G Section �������I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�:���ó���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���(�D�V�W�H�U�O�\���D�Q�G��
�3�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I�������������������I�H�H�W����
�W�K�H�Q�F�H���6�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H
�R�I�������������������I�H�H�W�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���:�H�V�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���:�H�V�W���ò���R�I���W�K�H
�6�(���ó���W�R���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����W�K�H�Q�F�H���1�R�U�W�K���R�Q���D�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I��
417.416 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning; less and except that part thereof 
lying Southerly of a line running parallel with and 66 feet Northerly (as measured at 
right angles) of the following described line: commencing at the most Southerly 
corner of Lot 4, Block 3, of Oak View Estates, according to the plat and survey 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Sherburne County Recorder , also 
being the Northeast corner of Lot 5, said Block 3; thence South 2 degrees 04 minutes 
05 seconds West along the Easterly line of said Lot 5 a distance of 87.84 feet to the 
point of beginning of the line to be described.

Thence from said point of beginning, North 46 degrees 38 minutes 17 seconds West to
a point bearing South 43 degrees 21 minutes 43 seconds West from the most Northerly
corner of Lot 9, said Block 3 and 66 feet distant therefrom; thence continue along said 
line being a tangential curve to the left, central angle 42 degrees 45 minutes 23 
seconds, radius 176.99 feet, for a length of 132.08 feet; thence North 89 degrees 23 
minutes 40 seconds West along said line and tangential to said curve for a distance of 
�������������W�R���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�H���V�D�L�G���O�L�Q�H���D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�U�H�R�I���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�:���ó��
�R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó�����6�K�D�O�O���E�H���]�R�Q�H�G���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�����&�����&�2�0�����I�U�R�P���6�L�Q�J�O�H���)�D�P�L�O�\��
Residential (R-1). Source: Ordinance 101 2nd Series, Effective Date: 07-09-05
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23. Lot 1, Block 1, Energy Park Second Addition shall be zoned Public (PUB) from 
Industrial Park (I-PRK) Source: Ordinance 108 2nd Series, Effective Date: 11-05-05

24. That part of the West 177.50 feet of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 5, Township 33, Range 28, Sherburne County, Minnesota, lying southerly 
of the easterly extension of the North line of Lot 1, Block 3, FIVE D ADDITION, 
according to the recorded plat thereof, said county, and lying northerly of the 
southeasterly extension of the southerly line of said Lot 1, Block 3, FIVE D 
ADDITION. Shall be zoned Community Commercial (C-COM) from Agricultural 
(AG). Source: Ordinance 111, 2nd Series, Effective Date 04-08-06

25. �3�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����6�:���ó�������6�:���ó�����R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q��������
Township 34, Range 28, EXCEPTING THEREFROM that part platted as Energy Park
according to C.R. Document 217815 and also EXCEPTING THEREFROM that part 
platted as Becker Truss according to C.R. Document No. 575561.

AND

�3�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����1�:���ó�������1�:���ó�����R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q��������
Township 33, Range 28, lying northerly of Industrial Boulevard. All in Sherburne 
County, Minnesota. Shall be zoned Power Generation Industrial (I-PG) from 
Agricultural (AG). Source: Ordinance 118 2nd Series; effective date March 17th, 2007

26. �7�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����1�:���ó���R�I���1�:���ó�����D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W��
�4�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����6�:���ó���R�I���1�:���ó�����R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���7�Z�H�Q�W�\���Q�L�Q�H������������ the 
�6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����6�(���ó���R�I���1�(���ó�����D�Q�G���1�R�U�W�K���2�Q�H���K�D�O�I���R�I��
�1�R�U�W�K���2�Q�H���K�D�O�I���R�I���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����1���ò���R�I���1���ò���R�I���6�(���ó�����R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���7�K�L�U�W�\��������������
LESS AND EXCEPT all that part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
���6�(���ó���R�I���1�(���ó�����O�\�L�Q�J���:�H�V�W�H�U�O�\���R�I���W�K�H���(�O�N���5�L�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���2�Q�H���K�D�O�I
�R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���2�Q�H�����K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�����1���ò���R�I���1���ò���R�I���6�(���ó�����O�\�L�Q�J���:�H�V�W�H�U�O�\��
of the Elk River, all in Township Thirty-four (34) North, of Range Twenty-eight (28) 
West, Sherburne County, Minnesota.

AND

The Southwest Quarter of said Section 29, EXCEPT those parts platted as RIVER 
OAKS NORTH, RIVER OAKS VILLAS, and RIVER BEND.

Shall be zoned Two Family Residential (R-2) from Agricultural (AG).
Source: Ordinance 121 2nd Series; Effective Date August 25, 2007

27. Lot 13 and Lot 14, Block 2, Evergreen Park, City of Becker, County of Sherburne, 
State of Minnesota

And
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Lot 15, Block 2 Evergreen Park, City of Becker, County of Sherburne, State of 
Minnesota

Shall be zoned Highway Commercial (C-HWY) from Community Commercial (C- 
COM) Source: Ordinance 144 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 29, 2010.

27A.�1�:���ó���R�I���W�K�H���6�(���ó�����R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�������1�����5�D�Q�J�H�������:�����&�L�W�\���R�I���%�H�F�N�H�U�����&�R�X�Q�W�\
of Sherburne, State of Minnesota

Shall be zoned Industrial Park (I-PRK) from Agricultural (AG).
Source: Ordinance 162, 2nd Series, Effective Date: May 21, 2012.

28. �6�:���ó���R�I���6�:���ó���R�I���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�������1�����5�D�Q�J�H�������:�����&�L�W�\���R�I���%�H�F�N�H�U�����&�R�X�Q�W�\���R�I��
Sherburne, State of Minnesota

Shall be zoned Power Generation Industrial (I-PG) from Agricultural (AG).
Source: Ordinance 163, 2nd Series, Effective Date: December 10, 2012.

29. Lots 1 & 2 & Southeasterly lying 20 feet of Lots 11 & 12, Block 7, Town of Becker Lots 
3 & 4, Block 7, Town of Becker

Shall be zoned Limited Multiple Family Residential (R-2) from Single Family 
Residential (R-1). Source: Ordinance 172, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March, 10, 2014.

30. Tract A:
The Northwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 34 North, Range 29 West, Sherburne
County, Minnesota; and

The Southwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 34 North, Range 29 West, including 
Government Lot 1, Sherburne County, Minnesota, except that part lying Southerly of 
the centerline of the traveled County Highway No. 53, Sherburne County, Minnesota; 
and

That part of Government Lot 2, Section 2, Township 33 North, Range 29 West, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota, lying North of the centerline of the traveled County 
Road No. 53, also known as 115th Avenue Southeast, now vacated. Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.

Tract B:
The Southeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 34 North, Range 29 West, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota.

Tract C:
The Northeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 34 North, Range 29 West, Sherburne 
County, Minnesota, except the north 440 feet of the West Half



�†������12

Tract D:
Beginning at the northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 
34 North, Range 29 West; thence North 89 degrees 07 minutes 33 seconds East along 
the north  line  of  said  Northeast  Quarter  of  Section  35  (assumed  bearing)  a 
distance  of 495.01 feet; thence. South 00 degrees 10 minutes 53 seconds West a 
distance of 440.07 feet to the south line of the north 440 feet of the Northwest Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter; thence South 89 degrees 07 minutes 33 seconds West a 
distance of 495.02 feet to the west line of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35; thence 
North 00 degrees 10 minutes 53 seconds East along said west line to the point of 
beginning, and there terminating

Tract E:
Commencing at the northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35, 
Township 34 North, Range 29 West; thence North 89 degrees 07 minutes 33 
seconds East along the  north  line  of  said  Northeast  Quarter  of  Section  35  
(assumed  bearing)  a  distance  of 819.97 feet to the point of beginning of the land to 
be described; thence continuing North 89 degrees 07 minutes 33 seconds East a 
distance of 497.96 feet to the east line of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of. said Section 35; thence South 00 degrees 11 minutes 30 seconds West 
along the east line of said Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter a distance of 
440.07 feet to the south line of the north 440 feet thereof; thence South 89 degrees 
07 minutes 33 seconds West a distance of 495.00 feet; thence North 00 degrees 11 
minutes 31 seconds East a distance of 440.07 feet to the point of beginning and there
terminating.

Tract F:
That part of Government Lot 1, Section 35, Township 34 North, Range 29 West, 
Sherburne County, Minnesota, lying South of the centerline of the traveled County 
Road No. 53, except a portion previously annexed into City of Becker; and

Tracts A through E shall be zoned Power Generation Industrial (I-PG) from 
Agricultural (AG). Tract F shall be zoned Public (PUB).  Source: Ordinance 213, 2nd

Series, Effective Date: August 6, 2019.
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SEC. 11.13. STANDARDS FOR FINDINGS. In considering all requests for variances, 
appeals, amendments, planned unit developments or any other planning requests the Planning 
Commission as itself or as the Board of Adjustment and the Council shall make a finding of fact. 
Its judgement shall be based upon but not limited to the following factors:

1) Relationship to the City's Comprehensive Plan;

2) The geographical area involved;

3) The character of the surrounding area;

4) The availability and design capacities of existing or proposed utilities;

5) Whether such a request will tend to or actually depreciate the surrounding area;

6) Whether the request will place an undue financial burden on the City;

7) Whether the request will impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property;

8) Whether the request will unreasonably increase the congestion in the public right-of-way;

9) Whether the request will increase the danger of fire or endanger the public safety; or

10) Whether the request is consistent with the spirit and intent of this Chapter.
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SEC. 11.14. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS, BUILDING PERMITS, MINING 
PERMITS.

Subd. 1. Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide the City with a reasonable 
degree of discretion in determining the suitability of certain designated uses upon the general 
welfare and public safety. Whenever within one (1) year after granting the Conditional Use 
Permit, the work permitted has not been started, then such permit shall become null and void 
unless a petition for an extension has been approved by the Council, which extension shall in no 
event be in excess of one (1) year.

Subd. 2. Application. Applications for Conditional Use Permits shall be made to the 
Zoning Administrator together with required fees. The application shall be accompanied by a site 
plan showing such information as is appropriate and necessary to show compliance with this 
Ordinance, including but not limited to:

A. Description of site (legal description);

B. Site plan drawn at scale showing parcel and building dimensions;

C. Location of all buildings and their square footage;

D. Curb cuts, driveways, access roads, parking spaces, off-street loading areas,
and sidewalks;

E. Landscaping and screening plans;

F. Drainage plan;

G. Sanitary sewer and water plan with estimated use per day;

H. Soil type;

I . Any additional written or graphic data reasonably required by the Zoning 
Administrator, City Administrator, Planning Commission, or the council

J. The date the use will terminate (for Interim Uses only) Ordinance 139 2nd Series, 
effective August 10, 2009

Subd. 3.  Procedure.

A. Application. Application for hearing by the Planning Commission must be 
made to the City Clerk or Zoning Administrator on forms provided by the City and 
shall include all information and data requested. On the date the application is 
received, the City has sixty (60) days to make a decision. Within the first ten (10) 
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days the City must review the application to determine if all information required has
been submitted. If the application is incomplete, a letter requesting additional 
information will be sent out within the ten (10) day period and the application 
restarts upon receipt of the requested information. The City may request additional 
information from the applicant once the ten day period passes, but may not restart the
sixty (60) day limit. The application must be deemed complete and the proper fees 
paid prior to the City posting and publishing notice in the official newspaper for the 
required public hearing. Ordinance 48 2nd Series, Sept. 9, 2000

B. Public Hearing. Within thirty (30) days after filing of a request for a conditional use 
permit or interim use permit, the Planning Commission shall set a date for the official 
public hearing. Notice of such hearing shall be published in accordance with state law 
and notice shall be published at least once in the official paper of the City and mailed to
individual properties within three hundred fifty (350) feet of the boundaries of the 
affected parcel included in the request not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty 
(30) days prior to the date of said hearing. at least once in the official paper of the City 
and mailed to individual properties said hearing. Land separated by a public right-of-
way shall be deemed to be adjacent for the purposes of this section. Failure of a 
property owner to receive said notice shall not invalidate any such proceedings. The 
public hearing may be continued from time to time to allow for full and fair 
consideration for the request provided that it does not affect timelines established for 
application review. Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series, Effective Dart: August 10th, 2009.

C. City Council. Upon receiving the report and recommendation from the Planning 
Commission, the City Council shall have the option of holding a public hearing if 
necessary and may impose any conditions deemed necessary. Approval of a conditional 
use or interim use shall require passage by no less than three (3) members of the City 
Council. If a public hearing is held, the notice and publication requirements set forth 
above must be followed. Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series, Effective Dart: August 10th, 2009.

D. Response. The City must make a final decision on an application within sixty (60) days 
from the date the application is deemed complete or 10 days after application is 
received, whichever is sooner. Absent a decision within sixty (60) days, the request is 
deemed approved.

1. If an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is required, the deadline 
will  be extended until sixty (60) days after the submittal of an EAW.

2. If an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required, the deadline 
will be extended until sixty (60) days after the submittal of an EIS.

3. If prior approval from a state agency is necessary, the sixty (60) day period 
for city action does not begin until approval is granted from the state agency.
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4. If prior approval from a federal agency is necessary, the sixty (60) day period for
city action does not begin until approval is granted from a federal agency. 
Source: Ordinance 18, 2nd Series, Effective Date:  03-4-97

E. Extensions. The City can extend the initial 60 day period by giving written notice to 
the applicant, stating the reasons for the extension, and the anticipated length of the 
extension. The applicant can extend the initial 60 day period by giving written notice to 
the City, stating the reasons for the extension, and the anticipated length of the 
extension. In no case shall the extension exceed 60 days. An applicant must withdraw 
an application or have the request denied if  an extension is needed that exceeds a period 
of 60 days.

Subd. 4. Standards for Findings The Planning Commission shall consider the application 
with regard to possible adverse affects of the proposed conditional use and interim use and what 
conditions may be necessary to reduce any adverse affects. The Planning Commission shall 
review each of the Standards of Findings and no Conditional Use Permit or Interim Use Permit 
shall be recommended by the Planning Commission unless said Commission shall find:

A. That the conditional use will  not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other 
property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted;

B. That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and 
orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for 
predominant uses in the area;

C. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and other necessary facilities have 
been or are being provided;

D. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street 
parking and loading space to serve the proposed use;

E. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive 
odor, fumes, dust, noise, and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a 
nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no 
disturbance to neighboring properties will result;

F. That proper facilities are provided which would eliminate any traffic congestion or 
traffic hazard which may result from the proposed use;

G. The demonstrated need for the proposed use;

H. The proposed use is in compliance with the Land Use Plan adopted by the Council.
Source:  Ordinance 8, 2nd series, Effective Date:  12-5-95
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I . The use does not result in adverse effects on the public health, safety and welfare nor 
does it create additional pollution potential for ground and surface waters; Effective date: 
August 10th, 2009; Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series.

J. In the case of interim uses, the date or event that will terminate the use can be identified
with certainty;  Effective Date: August 10th, 2009; Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series.

K. In the case of interim uses, permission of the use will not impose additional costs on the 
public if it is necessary for public to take the property in the future. Effective Date: August 
10th, 2009; Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series.

Subd. 5. Recording. A certified copy of any Conditional Use Permit or Interim 
Use Permit shall be filed with the County Recorder by the City Clerk. The Conditional 
Use Permit or Interim Use Permit shall include the legal description of the property 
involved. Ordinance 48 2nd Series, Sept. 9, 2000 Ordinance 139 2nd Series, effective August 10, 2009

Subd. 6. Fees. To defray administrative costs of processing requests for 
Conditional Use Permit or Interim Use Permit, a fee in an amount to be determined 
from time to time by the City Council, shall be paid by the applicant at the time the 
application is requested. The City shall also be reimbursed for any additional costs 
associated with review of the proposal by the City, including extraordinary legal and 
engineering fees. Ordinance 139 2nd Series, effective August 10, 2009

Subd. 7. Compliance. Any use permitted under the terms of any Conditional Use 
Permit or Interim Use Permit shall be established and conducted in conformity to the 
terms of such permits and of any conditions designated in connection therewith. Source: 
Ordinance No. 94-6, Effective Date: 9-26-94 Source: Ordinance 139 2nd Series, Effective Date: August 10th, 
2009.

(Sections 11.15 through 11.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.)
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SEC. 11.20. GENERAL REGULATIONS.

Subd. 1. Purpose. To outline and detail those regulations which have general application to
all zoning districts.

A. Buildings on corner lots shall be set back from both streets, a distance equal to the 
established or required front yard setback for the use on both streets.

B. Where forty (40%) percent or more of a block is developed, the required 
setback shall be equal to the average existing setback.

C. When two zoning districts abut, the side and rear setbacks of the most restrictive
district will apply to both.

Subd. 2. Screening and Landscaping. Applies to all Industr ial, Commercial, Public 
and Quasi-Public distr icts. Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20.

A. Screening shall consist of earth mounds, walls, fences, and plant materials. Such things 
as loading docks, parking areas, air conditioning units and outdoor storage shall be 
screened to a height and depth consistent with the size and extent of the exposure to 
residential areas and public streets.

B. Parking areas that accommodate more than five (5) cars shall be landscaped, screened 
planted on the perimeter and throughout the lot to the extent of at least five (5%) percent
of the actual surface area.

C. Landscaping will be required for all new developments. Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-
10-20.

Subd. 3. Off-Street Parking.

A. Minimum Parking Requirements.

Use No. of Spaces
1) Single, Two Family, Townhouse 2 per unit
2) Multiple Family 2 per unit
3) Manufactured Homes 1.5 per home
4) Elderly Housing 1 per unit
5) Hospitals, rest homes, nursing 1 for every 3 beds homes, and 

board care homes
6) Hotels, Motel 1 per room plus 1 per 

employee on largest shift.
7) Office, professional offices, banks 1 per 250 sq. ft.
8) Schools (Elementary, Jr. High, Middle): Two (2) spaces per class room
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Use No. of Spaces
9) High School: Two (2) spaces per classroom and 

one space per seven (7) students.
10) Retail 1 per 250 sq. ft.
11) Show room type sales 1 per 600 sq. ft.
12) Repair shops 1 per 400 sq. ft
13) Arenas, theaters, assembly halls 1 for every four seats
14) Sit Down Restaurants/Bar/ Tavern/ 1 for every 4 seats plus one (1) per 

Night Club two (2) employees
15) Fast food establishments 1 per 250 sq. ft.
16) Churches/Places of Worship 1 for every four (4) seats
17) Industrial / Warehousing 1 per 1000 sq. ft. for the first 25,000

sq. ft of the building, 1 per every 
3000 sq. ft. above 25,000 sq. ft

18) Golf Course, golf clubhouse or 30 spaces per each nine holes plus 1
country club per 500 sq. ft. of floor 
area in principal structure

19) Motor fuel and convenience stores 1 per 250 sq. ft.
20) Shopping Center Five (5) spaces for each lane
21) Bowling Alley Five (5) spaces for each lane
22) Day Care / Nursery School One per seven (7) children plus one 

space per employee on largest shift
23) Health and Fitness Club One (1) space per 350 sq. ft. of floor

area
24) Other Recreational facilities 1 per 4 expected patrons at capacity
25) Other Structures or Uses For any and all uses or structures 

not specifically provided for in the 
foregoing, such parking space as 
the governing body shall determine 
to be necessary, considering all the 
parking generating factors involved.

26) Mixed Uses In the case of mixed uses, the 
parking facilities required shall be 
the sum of the requirements for the 
various individual uses, computed 
separately in accordance with this 
Section. Parking facilities for one 
use shall not be considered as 
providing the required parking 
facilities for any other use except 
that the governing body may 
consider the joint use of a parking 
area (other than residential) where 
it is known that because of a time 
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element, the parking facilities will 
not be needed by more than one of
the uses thereof at one time.

Source: Ordinance 187 2nd Series, Effective Date: February 13, 2017

Subd. 4. Parking Standards

A. Parking in R-1, R-LL Districts

1. The following instances shall require an administrative zoning permit:
a. The expansion of an existing driveway.
b. The surfacing of an unimproved driveway.
c. The resurfacing of an existing driveway.
d. The installation of a new parking pad.
e. The expansion of an existing parking pad.
f. The surfacing of an unimproved parking pad.
g. The resurfacing of an existing parking pad.

2. A primary residential driveway, shall be surfaced of concrete, asphalt, or Interlocking 
Concrete Pavement (ICP) installed to the design standards in Subd.4.5.C.

3. Ribbon or strip style driveways, parking areas, and parking pads are prohibited.

4. The required front yard of a corner lot shall not contain any obstructions which may 
cause danger to traffic on a street or public road, by obscuring the view. The sight line
triangle is created by a triangle measured twenty (20) feet back from the intersection 
of property lines or edge of right-of-way on both sides whichever is more restrictive. 
See Figure 11.5.

Figure 11.5
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5. Vehicles parked or stored in the side or rear yards shall be parked or stored on a 
parking pad surfaced in asphalt, concrete, or Class V Limestone / Crushed Stone / 
Crushed Gravel / Interlocking Concrete Pavement (ICP) meeting the following 
designed and installation standards.

a. Class V Limestone parking areas must be designed and installed to the 
following standards:

i. Remove all topsoil from the entire area of the parking pad. Excavated 
topsoil must be used on the property for landscaping planting beds, 
gardens, etc.) or legally off-hauled to an appropriate facility.

ii. All  weeds, roots, debris and other deleterious materials shall be
removed from the subgrade of entire parking pad area. The subgrade
of the entire pad area shall be compacted to ninety-five (95%) percent
proctor.

iii. US 200 woven geotextile fabric must be used and shall be placed at a 
minimum depth of six (6� )́ inches, cover the entire parking pad area 
and be installed to the manufacturers recommendations.

iv. The parking pad surfacing material shall be Class V Limestone. 
Limestone dust bonder is required. Class V aggregate with sand 
binders are prohibited. Said surface must be compacted to ninety-five 
(95%) percent proctor.

v. The parking pad surfacing material must be entirely contained within 
the landscaping edging. A minimum of six (6� )́ inch wide painted, 
flexible steel edging must be used and installed according to 
manufacturer specifications. Alternative edging material may be 
acceptable as determined and approved by the zoning administrator.

vi. All parking pads with said materials must maintain a three (3%) 
percent crown as measured from the centerline of said pad to the edge 
of the material on both sides or, if material is abutting a primary or 
accessory structure, a 5% cross slope shall be maintained across the 
entire parking pad, directing drainage away from primary or accessory 
structures. In all cases positive drainage must be maintained from 
primary and accessory structures as all times.

vii. All  parking pads surfaced with said material shall be designed to create
positive drainage. At no point shall the parking pad cause, whether on 
the property or neighboring properties, any adverse drainage issues, 
ponding, run-off or build-up of sedimentation.
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viii. All  parking pads surfaced with said material shall be treated and 
maintained appropriately to control dust.

b. Crushed Stone / Gravel parking pads must be designed and installed to the 
following standards:

i. A minimum of twelve (12� )́ inches of topsoil must be excavated 
before beginning installation. Excavated topsoil must be used on the 
property for landscaping (planting beds, gardens, etc.) or legally off-
hauled to an appropriate facility.

ii. All weeds, roots, debris and other deleterious materials shall be 
removed from the subgrade of entire parking pad area. The subgrade 
of the entire pad area shall be compacted to ninety-five (95%) percent 
proctor before placement of the geotextile fabric.

iii. US 200 woven geotextile fabric must be used and shall be placed at a 
minimum depth of twelve (12� )́ inches. Said geotextile fabric must 
cover the entire parking pad subgrade area and be installed to the 
manufacturer�¶s recommendations.

iv. The sub-base, placed on the woven geotextile fabric, must be a 
minimum of a four (4� )́ inch thick layer of machine crushed, number 
three (#3) stones. Said stone shall cover the entire area of the parking 
pad.

v. The base, placed on the first layer of stone, must be a minimum of a 
four (4� )́ inch thick layer of machine crushed, number four (#4) rocks 
covering the entire area of the parking pad.

vi. The surfacing material, placed on the second layer of stone, must be a 
minimum of a four (4� )́ inch thick layer of number fifty-seven (#57) 
traffic bound, crushed concrete, granite, shale, or limestone, �³con-bit�  ́
or landscaping rock of adequate durability to support the load parked 
or stored thereon.

vii. Each layer must be tightly compacted before placement of the 
subsequent layer. The surfacing material shall be compacted to ninety- 
five (95%) percent proctor.

viii. The parking pad surfacing material must be entirely contained within 
the landscaping edging. A minimum of six (6� )́ inch wide painted, 
flexible steel edging must be used and installed according to 
manufacturer specifications. Alternative edging material may be 
acceptable as determined and approved by the zoning administrator.
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ix. All parking pads with said materials must maintain a three (3%) 
percent crown as measured from the centerline of said pad to the edge 
of the material on both sides or, if material is abutting a primary or 
accessory structure, a 5% cross slope shall be maintained across the 
entire parking pad, directing drainage away from primary or accessory 
structures. In all cases positive drainage must be maintained from 
primary and accessory structures at all times.

x. Said parking pad shall be designed to create positive drainage. At no 
point shall the parking pad cause, whether on the property or 
neighboring properties, any adverse drainage issues, ponding, run-off, 
or build-up of sedimentation.

xi. All parking pads surfaced with said materials shall be treated and 
maintained appropriately to control dust.

c. Interlocking Concrete Pavement (ICP)

i. All interlocking concrete pavements shall meet or exceed Interlocking 
Concrete Pavement Institute (ICPI) specifications, details and 
standards in addition to all manufacturer specifications.

ii. A minimum of ten and seven-eights (10 7/8� )́ inches of topsoil must 
be excavated before beginning installation. The area of excavation 
must extend a minimum of six (6� )́ inches wider than the limits of the 
pavement except that no excavation shall occur under existing 
sidewalks or trails unless a valid, approved Right of Way excavation 
permit is obtained. Excavated topsoil must be used on the property for 
landscaping (planting beds, gardens, etc.,) or legally off-hauled to an 
appropriate facility.

iii. All weeds, roots, debris and other deleterious materials shall be 
removed from the subgrade of entire parking pad area. The subgrade 
must be compacted to 98% proctor (per ASTM D698) with a vibrating
plate compactor.  Compaction shall be thorough, uniform and 
complete.  If soft spots are encountered, they must be removed and 
backfilled with the same material used for the base. If the subgrade is 
too wet to compact, it must be allowed to dry, or a few inches of dry 
base materials must be added, before compacting.

iv. US 200 woven geotextile fabric must be used and shall be placed over
the compacted subgrade at a minimum depth of ten and seven-eighths 
(10 7/8� )́ inches. Said geotextile fabric must cover the entire parking 
pad subgrade area and be installed to Interlocking Concrete Pavement
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Institute (ICPI) details, specifications and standards and manufacturer 
specifications. Said geotextile fabric shall be turned up at the sides of 
the parking pad area to ensure the subgrade is covered. The down 
slope overlap shall be a minimum of twelve (12� )́ inches.

v. The base, placed on the geotextile fabric, must be a minimum of an 
eight (8� )́ inch (plus three-quarters (3/4� )́ of an inch to minus one-half 
(1/2� )́ inch) thick layer of unfrozen, Dense Grade Aggregate (DGA) 
which also meets the following:

1. Stone dust and/or screenings shall not be used.

2. Said base shall be installed in two (2� )́ inch thick lifts, if using 
a vibratory plate compactor of five thousand (5,000 lbf) 
pound- force or greater, or four (4� )́ inch thick lifts if using a 
vibratory roller. After each lift is placed the entire area must be
compacted before adding another layer. This includes 
thoroughly compacting edges, corners and around structures.

3. The finished base surface shall be smooth, no more than three-
eighths (3/8� )́ inch plus or minus variation under a ten (10�¶) 
foot straight edge, with no areas in which bedding sand can 
migrate. If the base surface is not smooth, any areas must be 
filled with a finer material then recompacted until the entire 
base surface is smooth and free from any bedding sand 
migration points.

vi. Edge restraints shall be installed prior to placement of the bedding 
sand and pavers, unless ICPI (Interlocking Concrete Pavement 
Institute) details and technical specifications and/or manufacturers 
specifications recommend placement of edging after installation of 
bedding sand, on any part of the pavement edge which is not restrained
by an existing structure, or edge, such as a building, concrete curb, 
sidewalk or concrete slab. Edge restraints must be designed for use in 
residential driveway interlocking pavement applications and shall be 
installed to ICPI (Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute) details, 
technical specifications and to manufacturer standards. The following 
edge restraints are permitted for use in interlocking concrete pavement.
Alternative edging material may be acceptable as determined and 
approved by the zoning administrator.

1. Concrete
a. Must be installed to ICPI-09 detail and associated ICPI 

technical specifications and standards.
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2. Partial Depth Concrete
a. Must be installed to ICPI-54 detail and associated ICPI 

technical specifications and standards.

3. Submerged Concrete Burb
a. Must be installed to ICPI-49 detail and associated ICPI 

technical specifications and standards.

4. Troweled Concrete
a. Must be installed to ICPI-50 detail and associated ICPI

technical specifications and standards.

5. Plastic
a. Must be installed to ICPI-52 detail and associated ICPI

technical specifications and standards.

6. Aluminum / Steel / Plastic
a. Must be installed to ICPI-53 detail and associated ICPI

technical specifications and standards.

vii. A minimum of a one (1� )́ inch thick, screeded and uncompacted, layer
of bedding sand, meeting ASTM C33, shall be installed after edge 
restraints are placed, unless ICPI (Interlocking Concrete Pavement 
Institute)  details and technical specifications recommend placement of 
edging first. Bedding sand must have symmetrical particles, be 
generally sharp, washed and contain no foreign material.  Waste 
screenings, stone dust and masonry sand for mortar shall not be used. 
Frozen or saturated sand shall not be installed.

viii. A minimum of two and three-eights (2 3/8� )́ inch thick (height)
concrete pavers, meeting ASTM C936, must be used. Said pavers shall
be placed on top of the bedding sand. It is recommended that a
herringbone pattern is used when placing pavers.

ix. The minimum joint width between pavers shall be between one-
sixteenth (1/16� )́ of an inch and three-sixteenths (3/16� )́ of an inch. 
Any gaps larger than three-eights (3/8� )́ of an inch shall be filled with 
cut pavers.

x. Pavers shall be cut with a double-bladed splitter or masonry saw.

xi. Once installed, pavers shall be compacted with a vibrating plate 
compactor, which is capable of exerting a minimum of five thousand 
(5.000 lbf) pound-force of centrifugal compaction and operate at
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seventy-five to ninety (75-90 hz) hertz. A minimum of two (2) passes 
shall be made across all pavers with said compactor.

xii. After two (2) passes with the compactor, dry joint sand shall be swept 
into the joints across the entire paved area.  Once joint sand is swept 
into the joints the pavers shall be compacted until the joints between 
pavers are full of dry joint sand.

1. Compaction should be within six (6�¶) feet of an unrestrained 
edge or laying face.

2. Polymeric jointing sand is recommended.

xiii. All  parking pads with said materials must maintain a minimum of two 
(2%) percent longitudinal and cross slopes.

xiv. Said parking pad shall be designed to ensure positive drainage. At no 
point shall the parking pad cause, whether on the property or 
neighboring properties, any adverse drainage issues, ponding, run-off 
or build-up of sedimentation.

6. Surfaces utilized for parking, including driveways and parking pads, shall be setback a
minimum of four (4) feet from side and rear property lines. Residential aprons and 
driveways shall meet the Residential Driveway Standards as set forth by the City 
Engineer.

7. Vehicles, as defined in 11.21 Subd. 11 B, all motor vehicles, as defined by Minnesota
statute, and other articles parked in the front yard area must be set back a minimum of
one (1) foot from the sidewalk or five (5) feet from the street curb or edge of 
bituminous if no sidewalk exists. Said setback shall extend infinitely along a vertical 
plane starting at grade and shall apply to any surface or projection of any height 
regardless of whether it is touching the ground or not.

a. Exemptions from this requirement include all aforementioned vehicles 
authorized to be stored in the Right-of-Way by way of City Code or by Right-
of- Way Permit.

B. Parking in R-2, R-3, CR-2, PUB, Q-PUB, C-COM, C-HWY, I-PG, I-PRK and I-GEN 
Districts

1. All parking spaces (including drive aisles and turn lanes), as required in Section 11.20 
Subdivision 3A, shall be surfaced in concrete or asphalt, except in PUB and Q-PUB 
districts, in which said parking spaces shall be surfaced with concrete, asphalt or other 
materials as approved by the zoning administrator.
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2. Additional parking spaces (including drive aisles and turn lanes), beyond that required
in Section 11.20 Subdivision 3A, subordinate to the primary use of the parcel shall be 
surfaced with materials as approved by the zoning administrator.

3. All surfaces and materials utilized for parking, including parking pads, shall be 
setback a minimum of four (4) feet from side and rear property lines. Aprons and 
driveways shall meet the Driveway Standards as set forth by the City Engineer. 
Vehicles must be physically parked no closer than five (5) feet from any building.

C. All surfaces and materials utilized for parking, including parking pads, regardless of 
zoning district, shall be graded to dispose of surface water and shall be regularly 
cleaned and maintained.

D. All surfaces and materials utilized for parking, including parking pads, shall remain 
outside of the drainage and utility easements on a property. PUB, Q-PUB, I-PRK, I-PG
and I-GEN districts are exempt from this requirement.

E. The required front yard of a corner lot, outside of R-1 and R-LL zoning districts,
shall not contain any obstructions which may cause danger to traffic on a street or 
public road, by obscuring the view. Said views shall be determined by sight triangles 
established by the City Engineer.

F. All materials used in any parking area, including driveways and parking pads, shall fill 
in the encompass the entire area of said parking area and shall extend two (2) feet 
beyond all edges of the vehicle.

G. Off-street parking shall be on the same site as the structure it is intended to serve and 
shall not occupy the required front yard setback of any building. R-1 and T-TOWN 
zoning districts are exempt from this requirement.

H. Parking lots shall be fifty-six (56) feet wide for fifty-six (56) degree parking, sixty (60) 
feet wide for sixty (60) degree parking, and sixty-five (65) feet wide for ninety (90) 
degree parking. Each stall is to be nine (9) feet wide and twenty (20) feet deep.

I . Each space shall be designed to allow the exit of the car therein without first moving 
another car. R-1 and R-LL zoning districts are exempt from this requirement.

J. City shall consider �³proof of parking�  ́in installation of parking requirements. The 
owner must develop a site to accommodate for future parking however the installation 
of lesser amount would be authorized. The owner must comply with any additional 
required developed parking, up to the required policy, when the Planning Commission 
deems it necessary at a future date.
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K. All parking areas must be weed free at all times.  All parking pads surfaced with said 
material must be maintained in good condition and be free from potholes, divots and 
ponding.

L. Nothing in this provision exempts any installation from obtaining any and all necessary 
permits required by the City of Becker and/or the State of Minnesota.

Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20.

Subd. 5. Off-Street Loading Requirements.

A. Minimum Requirements.

1. No loading facility, including docks, berths, maneuvering areas, or similar facilities, 
shall be located on a street frontage.

2. All loading facilities shall be located within the perimeter of the structure housing the 
principal or accessory use and shall be completely enclosed.

3. Loading facilities, parking bays and access drives shall be surfaced with asphalt, 
concrete, or other improved surface materials as approved by the zoning administrator 
and shall be so graded to dispose of surface water. Source: Ordinance 143 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: February 8th, 2010.

4. All loading facilities shall be screened from view of the property's street frontage by 
plant materials, walls, earth berms, or fences.

Subd. 6. Accessory Structures

A. Building Materials

1. For lots which are �ò��acre or less in size, the exterior building materials for detached 
accessory structures, shall be generally consistent with the exterior finish of the 
principal building or finished with hardboard lap siding, vinyl lap siding, aluminum or
metal siding, textured wood (painted) and/or masonry.

2. For lots which are more than �ò��acre in size, detached accessory buildings located 
nearer the front property line than that of the principal structure must meet the same 
general design and materials as the principal structure. Pole-type construction shall be 
permitted only on lots exceeding �ò acre and only in the Side or Rear Yard.

3. Prefabricated molded plastic storage sheds shall also be permissible so long as they 
are located in side and rear yards only.

4. Tarp sheds shall not be permissible.
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5. Shipping/storage containers and semi-trailers are prohibited for use as an accessory 
structure on any platted lot and on non-platted residential lots less than 10 acres. 
Unless that a shipping/storage container or semi-trailer is used as a temporary storage 
unit for moving purposes or a construction project in relation to an open building 
permit.
Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20.
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SEC. 11.21. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.

Subd. 1.  Standards.

A. Performance standards apply to all districts. The current Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) regulations and the current requirements of the Minnesota and 
Sherburne County Health Departments shall apply in those cases where they exceed the
following standards.

B. Uses which because of the nature of their operation are accompanied by an excess of 
noise, vibration, dust, dirt, smoke, odor, noxious gases, glare, or wastes, shall not be 
permitted. These residual features shall be considered as "excessive" when they either 
exceed or deviate from the limitations set forth in the following performance 
specifications.

Subd. 2. Private Roadways. Private roadways are prohibited inside city limits.
Ordinance 193 2nd Series, Effective Date: October 9, 2017

Subd. 3. Noise. Noise emanating from any use shall adhere to, be in compliance with and be 
regulated by the State of Minnesota Pollution Control Standards, Minnesota Administrative Rules 
7030 (including any subsequent amendments) as well as all other applicable local, state or federal 
requirements. Ordinance 193 2nd Series, Effective Date: October 9, 2017

Subd. 4. Vibration. No activity or operation shall at any time cause earth vibrations 
perceptible beyond the limits of the immediate site on which the operation is located.

Subd. 5. Dust and Dir t. Solid or liquid particulates shall not be emitted at any point in 
concentrations or amounts exceeding limitations established in the latest revision of Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) regulations listed below which are hereby incorporated by 
reference:

A. APC-4 Emissions Limitations From Fuel-Burning Equipment Used For Indirect 
Heating.

B. APC-5 Restriction of Emission of Particulate Matter from Industrial Processes.

C. APC-7 Incinerators.

Subd. 6. Smoke. Smoke shall not be emitted from any source with opacity or frequency 
exceeding limitation in MPCA regulation APC-11, Restriction of Emission of Visible Air 
Contaminants, the latest revision of which is hereby incorporated by reference. All open burning 
is prohibited or must be conducted in conformance with MPCA regulation APC-8, Open Burning 
Restrictions, the latest revision of which is hereby incorporated by reference.
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Subd. 7. Odor. No activity or operation shall cause at any time the discharge of toxic, 
noxious, or odorous matter beyond the limits of the immediate site whether it is located in such 
oncentrations as to be detrimental to or endanger the public health, welfare, comfort, or safety, or 
to cause injury to property persons, or business.

Subd. 8. Glare. Glare, whether direct or reflected, such as from spotlights or high 
temperature processes, and as differentiated from general illumination, shall not be visible beyond
the limits of the immediate site from which it originates.

Subd. 9. Wastes. All solid waste material, debris, refuse, or garbage shall be kept within a 
completely enclosed building or properly enclosed in a closed container designed for such 
purpose. All liquid wastes containing any organic or toxic matter shall be discharged either into a 
public sanitary sewer or treated in a manner prescribed by the State and County Health 
Department. The rate of liquid waste discharge into the City sanitary sewage system shall not 
exceed 200 gallons per site acre per hour between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and noon.

Subd. 10.  Testing.

A. The owner or operator of any permitted use shall be required to show compliance with 
the performance standards set forth above. In cases where compliance cannot be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Council or where reasonable doubt exists, the 
Council may require the owner or operator to have investigations or tests made by an 
independent testing organization. Costs of such investigations or tests shall be paid by 
the owner or operator. In all cases the use must comply with requirements of State and 
County Health Departments and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

B. The procedure stated above shall not preclude the City from making any tests and 
investigations it finds appropriate to determine compliance with these performance 
standards.

Subd. 11. Storage and Parking of Recreational Vehicles, Trailers and Other Personal 
Recreational Equipment in Residential Zoning Distr icts

A. Definitions.

1. �³All-Purpose Vehicle�  ́�± Any self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on one or 
more types of terrain, and steered by wheels, tracks or caterpillar treads, or any 
combination thereof, including vehicles that operate on a cushion of air, vehicles 
commonly known as all-terrain vehicles, all-season vehicles, mini-bikes, and trail 
bikes; All-Purpose Vehicles includes, heavy equipment. Heavy equipment includes, 
but is not limited to, backhoes, loaders, scrapers, excavators, bulldozers, graders, rock 
trucks, skid steers, dump trucks, forklifts, compactors, trenchers, telehandlers, and pile
boring / driving equipment.
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2. �³Fish House�  ́(synonymous with Ice Shack, Ice Fishing Shelter, Ice Castle, Ice 
House, Fishing Shanty, Fish Coop, Bobhouse, Ice Hut, or Darkhouse) �± A portable 
travel trailer or shed specifically designed and manufactured for being placed on a 
frozen lake to provide shelter. Portable temporary storage structures, including but not
limited to shipping containers, storage containers, tractor trailers, pods, etc., retrofitted 
to be used as an ice house shall be considered portable temporary storage structures 
and must meet all regulations in City Code relating to said structures.

3. �³Motorized Golf Cart�  ́�± Any passenger conveyance being driven with three (3) or 
four (4) wheels with low pressure tires and as otherwise defined by Minnesota 
Statutes.

4. �³Moved�  ́�± Any shifting or change in position of any all-purpose vehicle, motorized 
golf cart, recreational vehicle/travel trailer, trailer, snowmobile or watercraft at a 
distance of more than one half of a mile.

5. �³Recreational Vehicle/Travel Trailer �  ́�± Defined as a vehicle that is designed to be 
self-propelled or towable by a light duty truck and is designed primarily not for use as 
a permanent dwelling but temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, 
or seasonal use. For the purposes of this ordinance, the term recreational vehicle shall 
be synonymous with the term travel trailer/travel vehicle. This definition includes fish 
houses.

6. �³RV Unit�  ́�± Any one recreational vehicle/travel trailer or trailer of any type. 
Vehicles including, but not limited to, all-purpose vehicles, motorized golf carts, 
watercrafts, and snowmobiles kept, entirely upon or within a trailer, count as one RV 
unit. Nonmotorized watercraft 10 feet in length or less do not count as an RV unit.

7. �³Snowmobile�  ́�± Any self-propelled vehicle designed primarily for use on snow or 
ice, and steered by skis, runners, tracks or caterpillar treads.

8. �³Stored�  ́�± Any all-purpose vehicle, motorized golf cart, recreational vehicle/travel 
trailer, trailer, snowmobile or watercraft that has not moved for a period of seven (7) 
consecutive days.

9. �³Trailer �  ́�± Any non-automotive vehicle designed to be hauled.

10. �³Watercraft�  ́�± Every type of vessel used or capable of being used as means of 
transportation on water.

B. General Standards. The term �³vehicle� ,́ when used independently in this section, applies 
to any recreational vehicles, trailers and other personal recreational equipment defined  in
11.21 Subd. 11.A.
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1. All vehicles must be parked or stored on surfaces as set forth in Section 11.20 
Subdivision 4A.

2. Vehicle storage locations must be kept free from weeds or other vegetative growth.

3. The property on which vehicles and equipment, under this section, is stored must have
a permanent dwelling unit or permitted accessory structure.

4. The vehicles and equipment under this section must have all current and necessary 
licensing and be operable and insured.

5. A recreational vehicle/travel trailer, located on private property containing a 
permanent dwelling, may be occupied by a guest or visitor for a period not to exceed 
thirty (30) days, per calendar year. Recreational vehicle/travel trailers must have self-
contained sanitary facilities.

6. Each property is allowed a maximum of two (2) RV units.
a. Any recreational vehicle/travel trailer or trailer stored outside of structure 

counts towards the maximum total RV units.
b. Any recreational vehicle/travel trailer or trailer stored inside of a structure is 

exempt from the maximum RV unit total.

7. All all-purpose vehicles, watercrafts, and snowmobiles must be kept on a trailer if 
being stored outside.

8. Nonmotorized watercraft 10 feet in length or less may be stored outside and not on a 
trailer so long as they are hung on the side of a structure.

9. The equivalent of one RV unit, as defined in 11.21 Subd. 11. B., may be stored, on 
surfaces as defined in Section 11.20, Subdivision 4A., in the front yard.
Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20.

Subd. 12. Outside Storage and Displays.

A. Outside Storage in Residential Distr icts. All outdoor storage of materials, supplies, 
junk, and equipment is prohibited in any residential zoning district. Exceptions include 
the equivalent of one (1) unlicensed or incomplete vehicle being stored on the property 
for up to 30 days per calendar year and equipment being utilized in relation to an open 
building permit. Source: Ordinance 66 2nd Series, November 17th, 2001; Source: Ord. 68 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 26, 2002; Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20
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B. Outside Storage in C-COM Districts. In C-COM Districts outside storage of trash, 
recycling, damaged merchandise, materials, supplies, recreational vehicles, junk and 
equipment shall not be permitted. Outside Storage is permitted only when within the 
confines of a completely enclosed 100% opaque fence subject to the following 
conditions. Source: Ordinance 68, 2nd Series, Effective Date: March 23, 2002

1. The fence shall be a minimum of five feet and a maximum of eight feet in height. 
The fence shall be high enough to completely screen all materials being stored 
outside (i.e. the height of the fence must be at least as high as the tallest item or 
stack of material being screened). Source: Ordinance 66 2nd Series, November 17th, 2001. 
Source: Ordinance 68 2nd Series, March 23, 2002.

2. The fence shall be located in the rear or side yard of the property whichever does 
not face a public street or residential property. There shall be no outside storage 
allowed in the front yard of a commercial property. Source: Ordinance 68 2nd Series, 
March 23, 2002.

3. The fence shall be in keeping with the architectural style and materials of the 
primary structure and surrounding buildings. Source: Ordinance 68 2nd Series, March 23, 
2002.

4. The finished side of the fence shall be facing outward. Source: Ordinance 68, 2nd Series, 
Effective Date: March 26, 2002

C. Outside Storage in C-HWY, I-PG, I -PRK and I-GEN Distr icts. All materials, 
supplies, finished or semi-finished products and equipment shall be enclosed within the 
confines of fencing as required by Subd. 11, below, except that:

1. Trucks and trailers necessary to the operation of the principal use are not required to 
be contained within a fenced area.  Source: Ordinance 58, 2nd Series, Date: June 16th, 2001; 
Ordinance 221, 2nd Series, 8-10-20

2. Storage areas subordinate to the primary use of the parcel shall be surfaced with 
materials as approved by the zoning administrator. Source: Ordinance 221, 2nd Series,  8-10-
20

D. Displays. Merchandise not on display for direct sale, rental, or lease shall be stored 
within a completely enclosed building in all districts. Merchandise which is offered for 
sale, rental, or lease as described above may be displayed beyond the confines of a 
building in any commercial district. No displays shall be permitted on public right-of-
way.
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Subd. 13. Temporary Uses.

1. Purpose. This section allows for the establishment of certain uses of limited duration 
and special events, provided that such uses comply with the standards in this 
subsection and are discontinued upon the expiration of a set time period. Temporary 
uses and structures shall not involve the construction or alteration of any permanent 
building or structure.

2. Permit Required. All temporary uses and structures within the Commercial Zoning 
districts or Commercial in nature shall require a permit. Temporary uses within 
residential zoning districts do not need a permit, but must comply with this and all 
other sections of the City Code.

3. General Standards. Temporary uses, structures, or events shall comply with the 
following:

a. Obtain the appropriate permits (as required);

b. Not be detrimental to property or improvements in the surrounding area or to 
the public health, safety, or general welfare;

c. Be compatible with the principal uses taking place on the property, and nearby 
property;

d. Not have substantial adverse effects or noise impacts on nearby residential 
neighborhoods;

e. Not include permanent alterations to the site;

f. All signage not attached to temporary structure must meet the existing code for
temporary signage (60 days per parcel, per year with permit);

g. Not violate the applicable conditions of the approval that apply to a site or use 
on the site;

h. Not interfere with the normal operations of any permanent use located on the 
property; and

i. Contain sufficient land area to allow the temporary use, structure, or special 
event to occur, as well as, adequate land to accommodate the parking and 
traffic movement associated with the temporary use, without disturbing 
environmentally sensitive lands.
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4. Table of allowed Temporary Uses and Structures. The following table summarizes 
allowed temporary uses and structures and any general or specific standards that 
apply. Temporary uses or structures not listed in the table are prohibited, unless the 
applicant applies for a Conditional Use Permit.

Temporary Use and Structure Table

Type Requirements Allowable Duration Permit(s) Required Add.
Temporary Sign 60 days per year Yes See Below

Farmer�¶s Market

Continuous; up 
to 3 days per 
week, 6 months 
per year on a 
single site

No See Below

Outdoor Sales 
(Commercial)

30 days per 
calendar year, 
per parcel

Yes See Below

Garage/Yard 
Sale

4 days per event;
3 events total 
per calendar
year

No See Below

Source: Ordinance 22,1 2nd Series, 8-10-20

Temporary Sign:
�x All temporary signs require a permit, and must comply with Section 11.70.

Farmer�¶s Market:
�x A farmer�¶s market consists of a group of individual vendors, who set up booths, 

tables or stands, outdoors to sell produce, meat products, fruits and other misc 
items.

�x Must provide adequate ingress, egress and off street parking areas.
�x Not reduce minimum parking standards per City Code;
�x Not be located with-in any right-of-way;
�x Are subject to the sign standards in Section 11.70, Signs

Outdoor Sales (Commercial):
Outdoor Sales shall:

�x Shall be limited to 30 calendar days per year, per parcel. To exceed 30 calendar 
days, a Condition use Permit is required.

�x Must be compatible with the principal uses taking place on the property.
�x Must Provide adequate ingress, egress and off street parking areas.
�x Must not be located on any right-of-way;
�x Must not reduce minimum parking standards per City Code;
�x May be subject to background check, an approval from the Chief of Police, and/or

Fire Chief.
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�x Are subject to the sign standards in Section 11.70, Signs.

Garage/Yard Sales:
Garage and Yard Sales Shall:

�x Be limited to a maximum of three per dwelling unit per year;
�x Not exceed a maximum duration of four (4) consecutive days per sale;
�x Occur only between the hours of 7:00am and 7:00pm;
�x Not place items for sale, or signs within the public right of way, or impede the 

passage of traffic on streets in the area of the sale;
�x Not permit loud or boisterous conduct on the premises;
�x Not allow unsold items or other sale-related materials to remain in public view 

following the conclusion of the sale.
�x Remove all sale related signage immediately upon conclusion of the sale.
Source: Ordinance 158, 2nd Series, Effective Date: February 13, 2012

Subd. 14.  Fences.

A. Permit Required. No person, firm or corporation except in a agricultural zone shall 
construct or cause to be constructed or erected within the City of Becker, any fence 
exceeding six (6) feet in height without first making an application for and securing a 
building permit.

B. Construction and Maintenance. Every fence shall be constructed in a substantial, 
workmanlike manner and of substantial material.

1. The finished side of the fence shall be considered the face.

2. Every fence shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable repair and shall not be 
allowed to become and remain in a condition of disrepair, or constitute a nuisance, 
public or private. Any owner of a fence deemed in disrepair will be notified by the 
zoning administrator to correct the infraction.

C. Link Fences. Link fences, six (6) feet in height or under, wherever permitted, shall be 
constructed in such a manner that no spiked ends shall be at the top.

D. Barbed, Razor and similar Wire Fences. Barbed wire, razor wire, and similar security
fences shall only be permitted in agricultural districts, on farms and for demonstrated 
security purposes in industrial districts. Source: Ordinance 104 2nd Series, Effective Date: 09-10-
05

E. Right of Way. No fences shall be permitted on public right-of-way.
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F. Fences in Front Yard. The required front yard of a corner lot shall not contain 
any fence which may cause danger to traffic on a street or public road, by obscuring the
view. On corner lots in all districts no fence or planting shall be permitted within the 
intersection sight distance triangle.

G. Tennis Courts. All tennis courts not enclosed with a boundary line fence must be 
enclosed as follows: Source: Ordinance 150 2nd Series, Effective Date: June 7th,  2010

1. Within a rear yard, at a point no closer than five (5) feet from any property line, a 
wooden security fence up to six (6) feet in height may be erected and shall have 
adequate means of emergency access.

2. Chain link fences (without slat screens) used for the enclosure of tennis courts or other
such recreational purposes shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height and shall be located 
in a rear yard only.

H. Boundary line fences may be constructed provided:

1. A written agreement must be reached between adjacent property owners for the 
placement of a boundary line fence. The issue of an agreed line is to encourage a 
mutual understanding of the line and provide for fence maintenance without 
trespassing. If an agreement cannot be reached the fence be must located two (2) feet 
inside of the presumed boundary line. Where the property line is not clearly defined, a
certificate of survey may be required by the Zoning Administrator to establish the 
property line.

2. If an agreement cannot be reached, the fence must be located two (2) feet inside of the 
presumed boundary line. If a fence is established two feet inside the presumed 
boundary line the finished side of the fence can face either direction.

3. Where the property line is not clearly defined, a certificate of survey may be required 
by the Zoning Administrator or Building Official to establish the property line.

I . Residential Distr ict Fences. In all residential districts no boundary line fence shall be 
erected or maintained more than six (6) feet in height. Except  that:

1. No fence shall be erected in any required front yard to a height in excess of four (4) 
feet.

2. Privacy type fences shall be defined typically as wood construction providing one-
hundred percent (100%) opacity.

3. In those instances where a fence exists, as an enclosure, which restricts access from 
the front to the rear yard, a gate, or other means of recognizable ingress shall be 
required and a shall be a minimum of (3) feet in width.



J. Commercial and Industr ial Distr ict Fences. Fences in Commercial Districts shall not
exceed eight (8) feet in height and in Industrial Districts shall not exceed twelve (12) 
feet in height. Fence construction shall be of post frame construction with steel cover 
and steel trims, chain link, or wood.

Fencing is required whenever a commercial or industrial use abuts a residential use.

1. Fencing erected when a commercial use abuts a residential use shall meet a standard 
of no less than eighty percent (80%) opacity, a minimum height of six (6) feet, and a 
maximum height of eight (8) feet along the property line unless there is written 
agreement between property owners on a lower height, and shall be double faced so 
the finished side of the fence faces both the commercial property and the abutting 
property. Source: Ordinance 104 2nd Series, Effective Date:  09-10-05

2. Fences erected when an industrial use abuts a residential use shall meet a standard of 
no less than eighty percent (80%) opacity, a minimum height of six (6) feet and a 
maximum height of eight (8) feet along the property line, and shall have the finished 
side of the fence facing the abutting property. Except that:

1. Fences on which barbed wire, razor wire, or other security fencing may be 
placed, and are erected primarily to secure a particular given area, may have 
arms at a minimum of twelve (12) inches and not to exceed twenty-four (24) 
inches in length located a minimum of eight (8) and a maximum of ten (10) 
feet above the ground surface. Source: Ordinance 104 2nd Series, Effective Date: 09-10-
05

2. Fences shall not be erected within the required front yard of a commercial 
zone.

3. Fences erected within the required front yard of an industrial zone shall not be
over four (4) feet in height and shall be of a chain link construction permitting
maximum visibility.

Except that:

(a) Fences erected for the purpose of storage in an industrial zone and 
encroaching on the required front yard area may be erected to a 
maximum of eight (8) feet in height and be built within one-half (1/2) 
of the required setback. The remaining front setback area, from the 
fence to the roadway, shall be landscaped as required by Section 11.20
Subd. 2. Source: Ordinance 56, 2nd series, Effective Date:  05-01-01

3. In those instances where a fence exists, as an enclosure, which restricts access from 
the front to the rear yard, a gate, or other means of recognizable ingress shall be 
required and shall be a minimum of three (3) feet in width. Source: Ordinance No. 6, 2nd 
Series, Effective Date:  10-8-95
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